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Nov. 25th 1857 continued

It is surprising how nuch--fromthe
habit of regarding witing as an acconp-
lishment--is wasted on form A very little
information or wit--is mxed up with
a great deal of conventionalismin the
style of expressing it--as with a sort of pre-
ponderating paste or! vehicle. Sone life
is not sinply expressed but a | ong w nded
speech is made, with an occasi onal attenpt
to put alittle life into it.

Nov 262%th 57

Speaki ng of those long dry barren hol |l ows
in the Richardson woodl ot wi th Ebby Hub-
bard--he says that the reason why no trees
have sprung up in there is because the trees
were very old when they were cut, & no sprouts
cane up fromthe stunps. Qtherw se the | owest
ground is the best tinmbered. | have referred
it to frost.

Rice tells ne he renenbers that Nathan
Barrett’'s--father used to stutter-- He went
round collecting the direct taxes soon after
the revol ution--On carri ages--wat ches--dogs
& &c-- It was perhaps a dollar on a dog--
Conmng to Capt. Bent’'s who kept Tavern
in Sudbury where Israel Rice lives--he

collected his tax--& then said--“1 want

lpossibly “as”
246" witten over a cancelled “5”
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you to may--ma--na- - ma- - take ne
a ha, ha ha ha ha--to nake nme a ha--
ha--ha--a whole mug o' flip.”

Got my boat up this pn? (It is Thanks-
gi ving day) one end had frozen in--
| see that already sone eager urchins
have been able to try their skates on a
short & narrow strip of ice by the river-side
there.

Mnott's is a snmall square one storied
& unpai nted house--with a hipped roof
and at |east one dorner w ndow -efn—the

{a} 3d the way up the south side of

a f———+yr long hill which is some 50 feet high

& extends East & west-- A traveller of

taste may go straight through the village

wi th out being detained a noment by any--
dwel | i ng--but either the form or surroundings
bei ng obj ecti onabl e--but very few go by

this house--w thout being agreeably inpressed
& many are therefore led to imagi ne who |lives
init. Not that its formis so inconparable

--nor even its weat her-stai ned col or--but

chiefly | think, because of its snug & picturesque

position on the hill side fairly* | odged there--

where all children Iike to be--& its perfect
harmony with its surroundi ngs & position--
For if preserving this form& col or

it should be transplanted to the meadow

3stray mark through m
‘initial stroke false start or dash
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nore than a school house which was lately
of the same form

bel ow-no body would notice it. ~ It is there
because sone body was i ndependent or bold enough
to carry out the happy thought of placing it high
on the hill side-- It is the locality--not the
architecture that takes us captive. There is exactly

only of course |l ess roomon either side
such a site ~--between this house & the next west-
ward--but few if any even of the admring travellers
have t hought of this as a house lot--or would
be bol d enough to place a Cottage there.

si de
Wthout N fences or gravelled walk, or flower plots

that sinple sloping bank before it is pleasanter
than any front-yard-- Though many a visitor
--& many times the master--has slipped & fallen

on the steep path. Fromits position & exposure

it has shelter & warnth--& dryness--and prospect.
He over | ooks--the road--the nmeadow & brook--& houses beyond--to the distant

The spring conmes earlier to that door-yard than
to any--& sunmer lingers |ongest there.
Nov. 275 h '57

M. Wesson says that he has seen a striped
squirrel eating a white bellied nouse on a wall --
had evidently caught.-- also that the little dipper
is not a coot--(but he appears not to know a coot--
& did not recognize the | obed feet when | drew them-)
says the little dipper has a bill like a hen &
will not dive at the flash so as to escape, as

v. Dec. 26 57
he has proved.” Says that a |oon can run but
little way & very awkwardly falling on its belly
& cannot rise fromthe ground. Makes a
great noise running on the water before it

ri ses.

>*“7" witten over cancelled “5”
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St andi ng before Stacy’'s large gl ass windows this

norni ng--1 saw that they were gloriously
aground by the frost 16 never saw such beauti f ul
feather & fir-like frosting. Hi s windows are
filled with fancy articles & toys--for christnas
& New Years presents--but this delicate and
graceful outside frosting surpassed them
all infinitely. I saw countless feathers
with very distinct mdribs & fine pinnae
{drawi ng} The hal f of a trunk seened
to rise in each case up along the sash--
& these feathers branced’” off fromit al
t he way--sonetimes nearly horizontally
O her crystals | ooked |ike pine plunes
the size of life. If glass could be ground
to look like this how glorious it would be!

You can tell which shopman has the
hottest fire within--by the frost being nelted
off. I was never so struck by the graceful ness
of the curves in vegetation--& wonder that
Ruski n does not refer to frost work.

Pm Rode to the Kiln & quarry by Wn Farrar,
Carlisle--& to gorge behind Melvin's. The direction

of the strata at this quarry is like that of

Curly Pate & the Easter Brook quarries ENE x WSW
though the latter are very nearly 2 mles S. E
smal
Was struck by the appearance of 28 a ™ hickory
near the wall in the rocky ravine just above

the trough. Its trunk was covered with | oose

6 There appears to be a hyphen through “1”
” “branced” possible nisspelling of “branched”
8 Caret struck through
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scales as like the hickories near it--& as much

as the shag-bark. | thought at first it was
shaggy or scaly barked

a shag-bark--but prob it is a ~ var. C. gl abra-

It may be well to observe it next fall. The husk

is not thick, like that of the shagbark--but quite thin--

2 splits into 4 only partway down--the shell is not white--

nor sharply 4 angled--like the other--but it is rather |ike

a pig nut. The stratification twi sts® there as
at Curly Pate or perhaps nore N & S

That trough placed on the side of this rocky
valley to catch the trickling spring for the sake of the
cattle--with a long slab cover to the trough that
leads to it--& to fend off the feet of cattle that
cone to drink, is an agreeable object--& in keeping
with the circunstances--amnmid the hickories & perhaps
oak trees. It reminds ne of life sonetines, in the
pasture--that others creatures than nyself
qguench® their thirst at this hill side.

I think that Ruskin is wong about re-

flections in his Elenents of Drawing p 181-- He'

says the reflection is nmerely the substance “reversed” or “topsy-

turvy”. & adds “Whatever you can see fromthe place
i n which you stand of the solid objects so re-
versed under the water, you will see in the reflection,
al ways in the true perspective of the solid objects
so reversed.”
Nov 28'% h
Pm Around Ebby Hubbard’s woodl ot - -

On the hill side above his swanp near?®® the

® possibly “trends”

0 “qg” re-formed fromillegible letter
1 altered froman illegible word
248" witten over “6”

¥ word re-forned
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mnisterial land | found nyself wal ki ng
in one of those shelf like hill side paths--
made by Indians, hunters, cows, or what
not--& it was beset with fresh snares
for partridges this w se
{draw ng} upright tw gs

are stuck in the

ground across the
path a foot or nore in height & just close enough
together to tun' a partridge aside--leaving a space
about 4 inches wide in the mddle. Fhen and
sone twi gs are stretched across above to prevent
the birds’ hopping over. Then a sapling about
an inch in dianmeter or less is bent over & the end caught
under one of the twi gs which has a notch or projection
on one side--& a free runni ng noose attached
to the sapling hangs in the opening & is kept spread
by being hung on sone very slight nicks in the 2 tw gs.
This seems to suppose the bird to be going one way
only--but perhaps if it cannot escape one way
it will turn &try to go back--& so spring the trap--
| see one that was sprung--with nothing init--
anot her whose slip-noose was bl own or fallen
one side--& another with a partridge stil
warmin it. It was a nmale bird hangi ng
dead by the neck just touching its toes to

or ruff
the ground It had a collar ™ about its
neck of large & conspicuous bl ack feathers
now clinched in its agony

bl ack

with a green reflection. This ~ is peculiar

the fenal es {bein} brown
to the male--"% Its feet ~® were the strangest

4 1 ooks like “tun”- anmend to turn
15 caret positioned directly bel ow hyphen
6 see line 30 for text to be inserted here
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| ooki ng--pale blue--with a fine fringe, of scales
or the like--on each side of each toe. The snall

back feathers were centered with gray spots-- The scapul ars

were darker brown dashed!” with large clear® pale brown spots--

the breast feathers light with |ighter brown marks--
The tail feathers had each a broad bl ack bar--except
the middl e one which was nore nmi xed or grayish
there. The bands of the fermales are said to be nore
brown--as is their collar. There were a few droppi ngs
of the bird close by the snare--in 2 instances--
Were they dropt after it was caught?--or did they
determne the locality of the snare?

These birds appear to run nost al ong the

wooded

sides of ”~ banks around swanps--at | east

t hese paths & snares occur there oftenest.

| often scare themup fromanid or near hem ocks in the woods.

The general color of the bird is that of the

ground & dry |l eaves on it at present-- The
bird hanging in the snare was very inconspi cuous.
| had gone close by it once wi thout noticing
it. It is wings are short & stout--& | ooks as if
they were a little worn by striking the ground or bushes--
or perhaps in drummng. | observed a bare bright
red or scarlet spot over each eye--

Spoke to Skinner about that wild cat
whi ch he says he heard a nonth ago in
Ebby Hubbards woods. He was goi ng down
to Walden in the evening to see if geese had not
settled init (wWith a conpani on) when they

heard this sound which his conpanion at first

17 false start on “d”
8 possibly “cl ean”
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t hought made by a coon--but S. said

no it was a wild-cat-- He says he has heard
themoften in the Adirondack regi on where
he has purchased furs. He told him he

woul d hear it again soon & he did--sonewhat
like the donmestic cat a | ow sort of growing
& then a sudden qui ck repeated caterwau

or yow yow yow or yang yang yang.

He says they utter this fromtine to tine when

on the track of sone prey.
Nov 29%t h ' 57
Sophia called on O d Lady Hayden
yest erday--& she told her of sonebody’s twn
i nfants of whom one died for want of
air--the father therefore was advi sed
to take the survivor with himeach norn-
the nuzzl e of
ing to the barn, & hold it up to ” each
of the cattle in succession as they got
up that it might catch their
first norning breath--& then lay it
on the hay while he foddered them -
He did so, & there never was a healthier
child than this was 3 nonths afterward.
Pmto Assabet Bath & down
bank. This & yesterday remarkably warm
days. In John Hosnmer’s |ow birch sprout?
land a few rods beyond tortoise hollow or
valley | find on raking aside the withered

| eaves on the ground one of those fuzzy

¥ %9 witten over “7”
2f al se start before “sprout”
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caterpillars--black at each end & rust colored in
m ddl e--curled up in a ring--the sane kind

that | find on the ice & snow frozen in winter.
I think that the river mght rise so high

as to wash this out of the withered grass &

| eaves here. Soon after | find another in a cat-
birds nest nearly {F 3 feet fromthe ground

in a thorn together half a nest full of

freshly nibbled acorn shells & a few haze

nut shells. The work prob. of a nouse or a
squirrel--but this caterpillar was dead

& ap. partly eaten. So | amstill inclined

to think that nost of them are washed out of

t he neadows by the freshets. Several tines be-
fore I have seen nests half filled with nut-

shell s--and as the nus | eucopus adds to &

after occupies old nests--aminclined to think

that he does it. Wie It may be a conveni ent de-
stri ped

posit for him(or for a ™~ squirrel ??)--or else he

likes it for conceal nent & protection against

hawks in the mdst of a thorn-bush--before

the leaves fall. | do not know however that the

mouse has this habit of perching while it

ni bbl es--as the squirrel has.

Again | amstruck by the singularly
whol esonme col ors of the withered oak
| eaves--esp. the shrub oak-- Is thick

& firm& unworn--wi thout speck or fret--

clear reddish brown (sonetimes paler or yellow sh
br own)

11

11
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it, whitish undersides contrasting with it
in a very cheerful manner-- So strong &
cheerful as if it rejoiced at the advent
of winter--& exclained “Wnter, cone on!”
It exhibits the fashionable colors of the
winter on the 2 sides of its leaves. It sets the
fashi ons--col ors good for bare ground or
for snow-grateful to the eyes of rabbits
& partridges. This is the extent of its gaudi ness
red-brown & misty white, & yet it is gay. The
colors of the brightest flowers are not
nore agreeable to ny eye.

Then there is the now rich dark

large &

brown of the black oak’s * somewhat
curled leaf on sprouts--with its lighter
al nost yel | owi sh brown undersi de.

Then the sal noni sh hue of white oak

| eaves--with the under sides less distinctly

[ighter. Many however have quite faded al -
r eady.
Goi ng through a partly frozen neadow near
t he nmeadow - scrapi ng through the sweet
gale-- | ampleasantly scented with
its odoriferous fruit.
A week or so ago, as | learn--
Mss Eneline Barrett told a little boy
who boards with her & who was playing with
an open knife in his hand--that he nust

be careful not to fall down & cut

10
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hinself with it for once M David Loring

when he was a little boy fell down with a knife
in his hand & cut his throat badly-- It was
soon reported, anong the children at |east

that little David Loring, the grandson of the
farmer--had fallen down with a knife in his hand
as he was going to school--& nearly cut his throat--
--Next that M David Loring the grand-

father (who lives in Fram nghanm) had com
mtted suicide--had cut his throat--

was not dead i ndeed but was not expected to
live--&in this forﬁ::ﬁe sptea story spread
like wild fire over the town & county--

nobody expressed surprize-- H s ol dest ac-

guai ntances & best friends--his |legal ad-
visers--all said--well | can believe it.

He was known by many to have been specul ating
in western | ands, which owing to the bad

times was a failure--& he was depressed in
consequence-- Sally Cumm ngs hel ped

spread the news-- Said there was no

doubt of it--but there was Fay's

wife (L's daughter) knew nothing of it
yet--they were as nerry as a crickets over
there. Others stated that Wether-

bee the express man had been over to

Nort hboro & |l earned that M Loring

had taken poi son in Northboro--

was stated to
--M Rhodes ™ have received a |letter

11
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from M Robbi ns of Franm ngham givi ng
all the particulars-- M WIld, it was
said had also got a letter fromhis son
Silas in Fram ngham {+——% to whom he had
witten--which confirned the report--
As WId went down town--he net Meeks
the carpenter--and inquired in a significant
way--if he got anything {here}?-- Meeks sinply
answered “Wel |l David Loring wont eat another
Thanksgi ving Dinner”-- A child at schoo
wote to her parents at Northboro--telling the
news--. Ms Lorings sister lives there--&
it chances that her husband committed
sui cide. They were therefore slowto com
nmuni cate the news to her--but at |length
could not contain thenselves |onger & told
it. The sister was terribly affected--wote
to her son (L's nephew) in Wrcester--
who i medi ately took the cars & went
to Fram ngham & when he arrived then
met his Uncle just putting his Famly
into the cars-- He shook his hand very
heartily indeed--1ook however hard at his
throat--but said not a word about
hi s errand.

Al read doubts had arisen-- people were
careful how they spoke of it-- The ex-
press nmen were num - Adans & Wet her bee

never said Loring-- The Fram ngham ex-

2lPossi bly “new’

12
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press man used the sane roomw th Adans in
Boston-- A sinply asked any news from Fram ng-
ham thi s norning--? Seen Loring lately? & | earned

that all was well.

30
Nov 28t h
A still warmcloudy rain threateni ng day--

Surveying the J. Richardson Lot. The air

is full of geese-- | saw 5 flocks within an
hour about 10 Am containing from 30 to 50
each--& afterward 2 nore fl ocks making
inall from250 to 300 at |east--al

flying SWover Goose & Wl den Ponds- -

The former was ap. well named Goose-

Pond. You first hear a faint honking
fromone or 2 inthe NN E. &think there are
but few wandering there, but | ooking up

see 40 or 50 coming on in a nore or

| ess broken harrow -wedgi ng their way

S. W | suspect they honk nore--at any rate
they are nore broken & al arned when passing
over a village--& are seen falling into
their ranks again assuning the per-

fect harrow form Hearing only one or

2 honki ng--even for the 7th tine, you

think there are but fewtill you see

them Ac. to nmy calculation a thousand

or 1500 may have gone over C.

to day. When they fly | ow & near they

| ook very bl ack agai nst the sky.

| hear that one was killed by Lee in the corner about this tine.

11
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N. W of

little Goose Pond. on the edge

of Ms Bigel ows woodl ot are severa

hor nbeans (carpinus) Looking into a

cleft in one of them about 3 feet fromthe

ground, which I thought m ght be the scar

of a blazing, | found sone broken kernels

of corn--prob. placed there by a crow or jay.

This was about 1/2 mle froma corn

field.

Dec 1st '57

Pm Wl ki ng i n Ebby Hubbard’'s woods

| hear a red-squirrel barking at ne am d

the pine & oak tops--& now | see him coursing

fromtree to tree-- How securely he travels

there 50 feet fromthe ground--I eaping

fromthe slender bending twig of one tree

across an interval of 3 or 4 feet & catching

at the nearest twig of the next, which

so bends under himthat it is at first

hard to get up it-- His travelling a suc-

cession of leaps in the air at that height

wi t hout wi ngs! And yet he gets al ong

about as rapidly as on the ground.

h

ear the faintest possible quivet from

a nuthatch quite near ne on a pine--

| thus always begin to hear this bird on

hear it all the {fall} and the sumer %

t he approach of winter ~ as if it did nt

breed here--but wintered here

h

ear of 2 nore flocks of geese

14
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goi ng over today--
Dec 2nd ' 57

Measuring Little Goose pond*-- | observed
2 painted tortoises noving about under /1
the thin transparent ice-- Wen |I broke it
with ny fist over each in succession--it was
stunned by the blow- | put them back through
the hol e--el se they m ght have frozen
out side. There was a brown | each spread broad

& roundi sh
& flat ~ on the sternum of one nearly an inch
& a half across, apparently going to w nter
with it.

VWere are the respectablilities of 60 years
ago--the village aristocracy--the Duncan

An Englishman lived in the
Vose House??®

I ngrahans who lived in the high house
How poor & short lived a distinction to strive
after!

| find that ac. to the deed of Duncan
I ngraham to John Ri chardson in 1797

on WAl den Pond

my old bean field » then bel onged to

(Mnott thinks he bought it of an Allen)
Geo. Mnott. ~ This was Dea. Geo. Mnott

who lived in the house next below the E quarter
school house--& was a brother of

my grandather-in-law. He was directly
descended from Thonas M nott who ac--

to Shattuck was secretary of the Abbot

of Walden (!) in Essex--& whose son George

(")
was born at saffron Walden & after

wards was one of the early settlers of Dor--

chester.

23 capital “P" is witten over a | owercase “p
Bt is unclear whether this question mark is on the interline or after “house” on
the line bel ow

15
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Roads were once described as leading to

a neeting house--but not so often now a-days
Thur sday Dec 3d 57

Surveyi ng the Richardson Lot which bounds on Wl den
Pond--1 turned up a rock near the pond to make
a bound with--& found under it--attached to it, a
collection of black ants (say 1/4 inch Iong) an
inch in diameter--collected around one nonster
bl ack ant as big as 4 or 5 at least--& a
smal | parcel of yellow sh eggs (?) The large ant
had no wi ngs--& was prob. their Queen. The
ants were quite lively--though but little way under
t he edge of the rock. The eggs (?) adhered to the
rock when turned up--

Dec 4th

Surveyi ng the Richardson Fair Haven Lot--
Ruf us Morse who conmes to find his bounds on
R accounts for his deed being tattered--hby
saying that sone tane flying squirrels got
| oose & into a chest where he kept his papers

& ni bbl ed them -though the |id was not

rai sed enough to get in a cent!-- They are

so flat. | survey to a white oak--called in 91 “a small wht
Dec 5th

/1 At noon a few fl akes fall--
Sunday Dec 6

Flannery tells ne he is cutting in Hol brook’s
swanp in the Great Meadows--a |onely?*

pl ace--he sees a fox repeatedly there--

24 possibly “lovel y”

oak”

16
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& al so a white weasel once with a nbuse in its nouth
in the swanp.
Dec 7th
Running the long NN W side of Richardson’s Fair

Haven Lot. It is a fair sunny & warmday in the

woods for the season-- W eat our dinners on the
in a sheltered & very unfrequented pl ace
nm ddle of the line amid the young oaks . | cut
sone | eafy shrub oaks & cast them down for a
dry & springy seat. As | sit there anid the sweet
fern--talking with ny nan Briney--1 observe that
the recent shoots of the sweet fern (which Like
many | arger bushes & trees have a few leaves in a
tuft still at their extremties) toward the sun are
war m
densely covered with a bright » silvery down which | ooks
like frost--so thick & white. Looking the other
way | see none of it--but the bare reddi sh tw gs.
Even this is a cheering & conpensating di scovery
in my otherwi se barren work-- | get thus
a few positive val ues--answering to the bread
& cheese which nmakes ny dinner. | owe
thus to nmy weeks of surveying a few such slight but
positive discoveries.
Bri ney who has been in this country but few years
says he has lost 3 children here-- Hi s el dest boy
fell on the deck in rough weather & struck his knee
on the anchor chain & though he didnt m nd
it then--his whole body ran out of the wound
within 2 or 3 nonths--
| would rather sit at this table with the sweet

fern twi gs between ne & the sun than at the

Ki ng’ s—

17
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Dec 8th

St apl es says he cane to Concord sone 24 years
ago a poor boy--with a dollar & 3 cents in his
pocket--& he spent the 3 cents for drink at Bige-
low s tavern--& now he’s worth “20 hundred dollars
clear.” He renmenbers many who inherited wealth
whom he can buy out to day-- | told himthat he had
done better than | in a pecuniary respect--for
| had only earned nmy living-- Well, said he,
“That’s all |’ve done--and | don’t know as |’ ve
got much better clothes than you.”

I was particularly poorly clad then in the woods--
ny hat - - pants--boots--rubbers--& gl oves--
woul d not have brought 4our-pence--& 1 told
the Irishnman that it wasn't every body could afford
to have a fringe round his legs, as | had--my cor-
duroys not preserving a sel vage.

Staples said there was one thing he |iked--
“What is that-- “An honest man.” If he |ent
a man noney--& when it becanme due--he canme &
asked for nore tine because he coul d not pay--he excused
him-but if after it had beconme due he went
to the man & he then nade the same excuse--he
lost all confidence in him

Dec. 13th

Pmto Goose Pond-- This & the |ike ponds

/lare just covered with virgin ice just thick

enough to bear. Though it cracks about the

edges on the sunny sides-- You may call it

18
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virginice as long as it is transparent. | see the

wat er target |eaves frozen in. Under the ice

in Little G Pond--1 see those same 2 tortoises

(of Dec 2nd) noving about in the sane place under the ice

The Emerson children see 6 under the ice of Goose Pond today
Ap. many winter in there
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which | cannot crack with ny feet.
mud of these ponds & find? hol es--

In sickness & barrenness--it is encouraging to be-
lieve that our life is dammed & is conming to a head
so that there seens to be no |oss--for what is
lost intime is gained in power-- Al at once un-
accountably, as we are wal king in the woods--or
sitting in our chanber--after a worthless fort-
ni ght--we cease to feel nmean & barren

| gothis Pmthinking | may find the stakes
set for auction lots on the Mnisterial Lot in
Dec 51. | find one white birch standing--& 2 fallen
The latter were faced at one end, for the nunbers,
and at the other rotten & broken off as short
apparently as if sawed--because the bark so tears--
At first | did not know but they had been noved- -
but thinking that if they had fallen where they stood
| should find sone hoHow hole or | ooseness in the
ground at the rotten end-- | felt for it & in each
case found it. In one also the rotten point
of the stake-- Thus in 6 years 2 out of 3 stout
(2 1/2 inch) birch stakes were flat-- The Hickory
stake | set on R W Es town line in March ' 50
was flat this |last sunmer--or 7 years--but a white
stake set in 49-50 on Moore & Hosner‘s | ot was standing
about this nonth. A surveyor should know

what stakes | ast | ongest.

®possi bly “pond”

19



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

| hear a characteristic anecdote
respecting Ms Hoar--from good authority--
Her son Edward who takes his father’s place
and attends to the same duties--asked
hi s nmother the other night--when about
retiring--“Shall | put the cat down
cellar--"? “No” said she--you nmay put her
out doors-- The next night he asked
“Shall | put the cat out doors?.” “No,”
answered she--“you may put her down
cellar.” The 3d night he asked “ Shal
| put the cat down cellar or out
doors?” “Well” said his nother, “you
may open the cellar door & then open
the front door--& let her go just
whi ch way she pl eases.” Ed. suggested
that it was a cold night for the cat
to be out doors--but his nother, said
“Who knows but she has a little kitten
somewhere to | ook after?”

Ms His a peculiar woman who has
her own way & opinions-- A strongwill ed--
managi ng woman.

Dec 15th

Wthin a day or 2 | saw another partridge
in the snare of Nov. 28th frozen stiff--
To day | see that some creature--has torne
& di senbowel led it--renoving it half a

rod | eaving the head in snare--VWhich
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has lifted it 3 or 4 feet in the air on ac. of its
lightness. This last bird was either a fermale
or young male its ruff & bar or tail being
rather dark brown than bl ack
Dec 16
Begins to snow about 8 Am-& in 15 m nutes
Pl owed grounds show
the ground is white, but it soon stops--
white first.
Dec. 20th
Amto Easterbrook County with Ricketson--
A henhawk circling over that wild region--see
its red tail.
The cellar stairs at the old Hunt House are
made of square oak tinbers. Also the stairs
to the chanber of the back part of ap. square
mapl e? tinmber--nmuch worn. The generous cellar stairs!
Dec 21 '’ 57
Wal ki ng over the andromeda ponds between Wl den
& Fair Haven which have only frozen just enough to
bear ne. | see in springy parts where the ice is thin
good sized pollywogs w ggling away--scared by the
sound of ny steps & cracking of the ice. They appear
to keep in notion in such muddy pond hol es where
a spring wells up fromthe bottom-till md wnter
if not all winter
Dec 25th
Surveying for Heirs of J. Richardson
G Heywood & G Brooks acconpanyi ng
--skate on Goose Pond-- Heywood says

t hat some who have gone into Ebby Hub-

11

11

11
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bard’s barn to find him have seen the

rats run over his shoulders--they are so

famliar with him- This because | stopped

to speak with Hubbard in his barn about

bounds. | find the true line between Ri chardson
YCapt %

& M's Bi gel ow-which %% Hubbard over| ooked

in 1840--& yet | find it by his own plan

of 1827. Bigel ow had set ? split stones

far into Ri chardson-- After making

t he proper allowance for variation since

1827 | set my stake exactly on an old spotted

l'i ne--which was overlooked in 1840 & is

probably as old as the survey of '27 or 30

years: It is on good sized white pines &

is quite distinct now -Though not bl azed

into the wood at first. It would not be

detected unl ess you were |l ooking for it.

Dec 26th 57
Snows all day--1st snow of any consequence

/13 or 4 inches in al

Hunphrey Buttrick tells me that he

has shot Little Dippers. He al so saw

the bird which Melvin shot |ast sunmer--
(a coot) but he never saw one of them before
The Little Dipper nust therefore be different
froma coot. Is it not a grebe?

Dec 27th Sunday

a clear pleasant day
Pmto Goose Pond-- Tree sparrows

[/ about the weeds in the yard-- A snow bal

on every pine plume--for there has been

no wi nd to shake it down-- The pitches
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pi nes |l ook like trees heavily laden with snow
oranges-- The snowballs on their plunes
are like a white fruit. Wen | thoughtl essy
strike at a |inbirg wWith my hatchet--
in my surveying down cones a sudden
shower of snow whitening ny coat--&
getting into my neck-- You nust be
careful how you approach & jar the
trees thus supporting a |light snow -
Partridges dash away through the pines
jarring down the snow
M ce have been abroad in the night--
We are al nmost ready to believe that they
have been shut up in the earth all the

rest of the year because we have not seen

their tracks. | see where, by the shore of Goose

Pond- - one has pushed up just far

enough to open a wi ndow t hrough the

snow 3/4 of an inch across--but has

not been forth-- El sewhere where on the

in several places

pond | see ™ where one o2 has mmde a

circuit out onto the pond a rod or nore

returning to the shore again. {draw ng}
Such a track nmay by what we

call accident be preserved for a

geol ogi cal period--or be obliterated by the

nmelting of the snow -

Goose Pond is not thickly frozen yet

near the N. shore it cracks under
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t he snow as |

wal k--& in many pl aces

wat er has oozed out & spread over the ice

m xing with the snow & naki ng dark pl aces.

Wal den is al nost entirely ski mred

over. It will probably be

over to-night.

frequently hear a

conpletely frozen

dog bark at sone

di stance in the night--which strange

as it may seemrem nds ne of the

cooing or crowi ng of a ring-dove which I

heard every night a year ago at Perth Am

It was sure to coo at the slightest noise in the house--as good as a watch dog.

boy. The crowi ng of cocks too rem nds ne

of it--& now | think of it

, 1t was precisely

the intonation & accent of the cat ow’s

hoo

hoo- hoo-00 dwelling in each case so-

norously on the last syllable. They get the

pitch & break ground with the first note--

& then prolong & swell it

in the | ast.

The conmmonest & cheapest sounds

as the barking of a dog--produce the

same effect on pert & healthy ears--that

the rarest nusic does. It

your appetite for sound.

depends on

Just as a

crust is sweeter to a healthy appetite

than confectionary to a panpered or di seased

one. |t

is better that these cheap sounds

be nusic to us than that we have the

rarest ears for

have | ain awake at

nmusi ¢ i n any other sense.

ni ght many
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atine to think of the barking of a dog
which | had heard | ong before--bathing ny
bei ng again in those waves of sound,

as a frequenter of the opera m ght

lie awake remenbering the nusic he

had heard

As ny not her made ny pockets once

of Father’s old fire bags with the date of the

foundation of the Fire society on them (1794)

(though they nade but rotten pockets)
SO we put our neaning into those
old nythol ogies. | amsure that the
Greeks were comonly innocent of any
such doubl e entendres as we attribute to
t hem

One while we do not wonder that so
many commit suicide--life is so barren
& worthless. W only live on by an effort
of the will. Suddenly our condition is a-

even

neliorated--& ™ the barking of a dog is
a pleasure to us. So closely is our happi-
ness bound up with our physical con-

di on--& one reacts on the other--

Do not despair of yeur |ife--you

have not doubt force enough{to} to overcone

your obstacles. Think of the fox prowing
t hrough wood & field in a winter night
for sonething to satisfy his hunger-- Not-

wi t hstandi ng cold & the hounds & traps
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his race survives-- | do not believe any of
them ever conmitted suicide. | saw this
Pm where prob. a fox had rolled sone
smal | carcass in the snow -

| cut a blueberry bush--this Pma venerable
| ooki ng one bendi ng over Goose Pond--with
a grey flat scaly bark-- The bark {etese} split
into long narrow cl osely adhering scal es--the
i nner bark dull reddish-- At several feet
fromthe ground it was 1 5/16 inch in diameter &
| counted about 29 indistinct rings. It seens a
very close grained wood. It appears then that
some of these old gray blueberry bushes which
over hang the pond-hol es--have attained half the
age of man.

| am di sappoi nted by nbst essays & | ectures.
| find that | had expected the authors would
have sone |ife--sone very private experience
to report--which would make it conpara-
tively uninportant in what style they ex-
pressed thenmsel ves--but conmonly they have
only a talent to exhibit. The new Magazi ne
whi ch all had been expecting may contain
only another |ove story as naturally told
as the | ast perchance, but without the
slightest novelty init. It may be a nere
vehicl e for yankee phrases.

What interesting contrasts our climte affords!

In July you rush panting into pond to cool --

26



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

parti

yourself in the tepid water-- when the stones on
the bank are so heated that you can not hold
one tightly in your hand--& horses are nelting
on the road-- Now you wal k on the sane pond
frozen, anmid the snow-wth nunbed fingers & feet,
& see the water target bleached & stiff in the
i ce.
Dec 31st ' 57

pm Surveyi ng Goose Pond- -
After sone rain yesterday & in the night
there was a little nore snow-& the ground
is still covered. | amsurprised to find
Wal den still closed since Sunday night
--notw t hst andi ng t he war m weat her
since it skinmmed over-- & that Goose-
Pond bears, though covered with sl osh
--but ice under water is slowto
thaw- It does not break up so
soon as you woul d expect-- Wal ki ng
over it | thought that | saw an
old glove on the ice or slosh--but
approaching found it to be a bull-
frog flat on its belly with its |egs
stretched out-- Touching it | found
it to be alive--though it could ret only
al ly?® open its eyes--and it hung notionl ess &
flimsy like a rag in nmy hands--
It was evidently nearly chilled to death

& could not junp. though there was

26 “partially” squeezed into right margin
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then no freezing--1 | ooked round a

good while & finally found a hole

to put it into--squeezing it through--
Perhaps in such a warmrain the

surface water becones warmer than

that of the bottom & so tenpts the

frogs up on to the ice through a hol e--
Thi s one was whol | y unscat hed by

any ani mal --but would surely have frozen

stiff in the night.

It is remarkable that in ordinary w nter

weat her you will commonly find sone of
smal

these ™ holes called air--or breathing hol es,

in nost ponds-- But of whatever service
they may be to the inhabitants of the
comonl y

wat er--they are not ~ fornmed by any
undul ati on or upwelling from bel ow -
but as far as | have observed by surface
water flowing in through a crevice & wear-
ing away the ice.

Warmas it is--underneath all this
slosh the ice seens as solid as ever--

& attached to one of the

Under ~ the | owernmost branches of a

white pine sapling in my old potato

field | see a large hornet’s nest--

close to the ground.

| have been surveyi ng nost
of the tine for a nonth past--& have

associated with various characters--
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First there was Stapl es--quick--
cl ear--down-right--& on the whol e
a good fellow -especially good to
treat with rougher & slower nmen than
hi nsel f-- Al ways neani ng wel | - -

An Irishman rather slow & dul
but well rmeaning.

A rustic innkeeper--evidently rather
cl ose-fi sted.

Geo. Heywood--a quiet efficient
man--very gentlemanly & agreeable to
deal with--No pretence nor bluster--
but sinple direct & even sweet--

Ebby Hubbard a crooked stick
--not readily apprehending your drift--
referring to old deeds or places which
he cant find--thinking he is entitled
to many nore acres than belong to
hi m - but never |eaving his work or
his cattle to attend to you-- To be found
commonly in his barn--if you cone
upon hi m suddenly before he can hide.
Has some complaint or injury which
def orns hi m sonewhat - - has crooked

%when you neet hinto
hi s body--so that he | ooks as if he
%across%
was going %% o cross?% % the road.
Anot her Irishman one of the

worst of his race--full of blarney--

one of the would be gentlenen--
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who when treated according to his de-
serts--having conpl ai ned unreasonably of
nmy price--apol ogi zes by sayi ng--that
he meant nothing-- “Whats the use of
havi ng a tongue in your head {with} if
you don't use it?!”

A common speci men of the yankee
who commonly answers ne with “exactly”--

or “just so.”

Abel Brooks who was so afraid he should

| ose sone | and bel onging to him-that
t hough he had enpl oyed Rice to survey
his small woodl ot of 3 acres, within
a year--he working 2 or 3 days at it
it & setting at | east 50 stakes about
it--Having also 2 plans of it--Yet
seeing that | had by chance set a
a foot or 2
stake a Htt+e one side of his |line

t hought there was sonme m stake--& woul d

have me nmeasure his Lot anew -

It was but little |labor--the |ines were

so open--for a path was actually worn
round the whole lot-- He appears to go
round it every day or 2. When | wanted
a straight pole he was very scrupu-
lous not to cut it fromhis neighbor’s
side of the line. He did not seem able
to understand a plan or deed--& had

sold some of his | and because he did
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not know that he had a good title to it.

Every thing | told himabout his deed & pl an

seened to surprise himinfinitely--& make

When | pointed out anything in the plan--he did not

fingers-- & at me--& took nmy word for it.
himlaugh with excess of interest ~. | told

himthat | wondered his |ast surveyor had

not set a stake and stone in one place

according to his plan & deed--a perfectly plain

case--the stunmp of the pitch pine referred to being

left-- He said he did not want to make bounds

& asked me if | should have set it there--

To which | answered yes, of course,--that is?

what | had been doing all my Iife--making
or rather finding them-remaki ng what had been unnade
bounds--”* where they were away. He |istened

tonme as if | were an oracle-- He did not

in the | east understand my instru-

ment - -or “spy-gl ass”

as he called it

--but had full faith that it knew

the way straight through the thickest

wood to m ssing bounds-- He was so deaf

| had to shout to him-& there were

two nore in his house deafer than

he--& | think only one other-- The

passers by commonly hear themtalking

to one anot her within.

| could never com

nmuni cate with hi mwhen setting a stake

or carrying the chain--but by signs

& must first get his attention to? the

signs-- This | acconplished when he

had hol d of the chain,

by giving it severa

2"al tered from “was”
28 mark could be “to”

to

ui Sn?

| ook at

it--only at ny
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smart jerks. When he paid me at his
house--1 observed that all his nbney was
in silver. He said he told Hubbard

that we had been cutting off sone of

his |l and--& Hubbard said “Is that right?”
Hubbard has a good deal of large old
wood which he will not cut-- Brooks

says that he goes into it with his axe--
& striking on an old tree says--“That’s
sound,” & so lets it stand,* though when cut
it turns out to be false hearted.

Br ooks says that Rice worked 2 days on only 2
sides of his Lot--but that he told himhe
woul d not charge himbut 2 dollars if it
took hima week. | found & used one of
Rice's poles left on the ground all planed
for the purpose--for he worked not wi thout
tool s.

Jan 1st ‘58

There are many words which are genuine &
i ndi genous & have their root in our na-
tures--not made by scholars & as wel |l
understood by the illiterate as others--
There are al so a great many words whi ch
are spurious & artificial, and can only
be used in a bad sense, since the thing
they signify is not fair & substantial --

such as the church--the judiciary

--to inmpeach & &c they who use them
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do not stand on solid ground. It is in
vain to try to preserve them by attaching
ot her words to themas the true church
&-- It is like towing a sinking ship with
a canoe.

| have lately been surveying the Wal den
Whods so extensively and minutely--that | now
see it mapped in ny mnd s eye--as w der
on paper--as so many men’s woodl ots, and
am aware when | wal k themthat | am
at a given nmonment passing fromsuch a
one’s woodl ot to such anothers-- | fear this
particul ar dry know edge may affect
ny i magi nati on & fancy--that it wll
not be {asy easy to see so much w | dness
& native vigor there as fornerly-- no
thicket will seem so unexpl or ed--now

t hat
that | know a stake & stones may be found
init. In these respects those nai ne
woods differed essentially from ours--
There you are never reninded that the
wi | derness which you are threading is
after all sone villagers famliar woodl ot
from which his ancestors have sl edded their
generations

fuel for (a century or 2)--or sone w dow s
3d--mnutely described in sone old deed which
i s recorded--of which the owner has got

a plan too--& old boundmarks may be

found every 40 rods if you will search--
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VWhat a history this Concord wi | derness

whi ch |

af fect so much--nmay have had- -

How many ol d deeds describe it--sone par-

ticular

wild spot--how it passed from Col e

t o Robi nson & Robi nson to Jones--& Jones

finally

have cut
& built walls

to Smth, in course of years-- Sone

it over 3 times during their lives--

& made a pasture of it perchance--

& sonme burned it & sowed it with rye ~--al

have renewed the bounds--& re blazed the trees

many tines--

Here you are not reminded of those th

--Tis tr

ue the map inforns you that

you stand on |l and granted by the state to

such an

acadeny--or on Bi nghamnis

pur chase--but these nanmes do not im

pose on

you for you see nothing to re-

m nd you of the acadeny or of Bi ngham

Sunday Bee—3?° Jan. 3d '58

see a flock of F. hiemnlis this

//Pm- The weather is hitherto so warm -

lively

About, in his » “Geece & the G eeks”

“These are the npbst exquisite delights to be

found in Greece, next to, or perhaps before,

the pleasure of admiring the masterpieces of

art--a

sun.” |

ittle cool water under a genia

have no doubt that this is true--

Wiy then travel so far when the sane

pl easures nmay be found near hone?

2“Dec 3"

is stricken through tw ce

ngs

says- -
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The sl osh on WAl den had so nuch water
on it that it has now frozen perfectly snooth
and | ooks like a sem -transparent marble.
Bei ng however opaque--it remnds ne the
nore of sone vast hall or corridor’s floor--
Yet probably not a human foot has trodden
it yet. Only the track repairers & stokers have
cast stones & billets of wood onto it to prove it.
Goi ng to the Andronmeda Ponds- -
| was greeted by the warm brown red
gl ow of the androneda cal ycul ata toward
the sun-- | see where | have been through
%appear ance of the | eaves%
--the nore reddi sh undersides—apparentty
%is } %
being turned up.” It is long since a hunan

friend has net me with such a gl ow

Jan 4th 5% [ 58]

pm
The weat her still remarkably warm - The
ice too soft for skating-- | go through by

t he Androneda Ponds & down river from Fair Haven--
I am encouraged by the sight of men fishing

on f.tEL pond--for it rem nds ne that they

have ani mal spirits for such adventures-- |
amglad to be reminded that any go a-

fishing. When | get down near to Cardina

shore the sun near setting, its light is
wonderfully reflected froma narrow edgi ng

of yellow sh stubble--at the edge of the

neadow i ce & part of the hill--an edging

only 2 or 3 feet wi de--& the stubble but

a few inches high-

%Gt ri keout is in penci
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I am | ooki ng East--
It is remarkabl e--because the ice is but

a dull lead color (it is so soft & sodden)
reflecting no light--& the hill beyond is
a dark russet here & there patched with
snow - but this warminternediate |ine of
stubble is all aglow- | get its true color

& brightness best when | do not | ook di-

rectly at it, but alittle above it toward the hills

seeing it with the |ower part of nmy eye
more truly & abstractly. It is as if al
the rays slid over the ice & | odged agai nst
& were reflected by the stubble. It is sur-
prising how nuch sunny light a little straw
that survives the winter will reflect--

The channel of the river is open part of

way-- The cornus sericea & sone quite

young wi |l ow shoots are the red-barked tw gs

so conspi cuous now al ong the river sides--
That bright & warmreflection of sun-

light fromthe insignificant edgei ng of

stubbl e was renmarkable-- | was com ng

down stream over the nmeadow, on the ice

within 4 or 5 rods of the eastern shore-- The

sun on my |left was about a quarter of an

hour above the horizon-- The ice was soft

& sodden--of a dull lead color--quite

dark & reflecting no light as | | ooked

eastward--but nmy eyes caught by ac-

cident a singular bt sunny bright-

t he
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ness--reflected fromthe narrow border of stubble
only 3 or 4 inches high (and as many feet w de
per haps) whi ch rose al ong the edge of the

ice at the foot of the hill. It was not

a nere brightening of the bl eached stubble
--but the warm & yellow |ight of the

sun, which, it appeared, it was peculiarly
fitted to reflect-- It was that anmber I|ight
fromthe west which we sonetines witness

after a storm-concentrated on this stubble
--for the hill beyond was nmerely a dark

russet spotted with snow- Al the yellow

rays seened to be reflected by this insignificant
st ubbl e al one--& when | | ooked nore generally
alittle above it--seeing it with the under
part of ny eye--it appeared yet nore

truly & nmore bright-- The reflected |ight

nmade its due inpression on ny eye separa-

ted fromthe proper color of the stubble--

--& it glowed al nost like a | ow -steady

& serene fire. It was precisely as if the

sun light had nechanically slid over the

thin ice & | odged agai nst the stubble-- --

It will be enough to say of sonething warmy
& sunnily bright that it glowed like lit
stubble. It was renmarkabl e that, |ooking
eastward this was the only evidence of the
light in the west.

Here & there on the meadow &c near springy

37



1 pl aces you see where the thinner ice

2 has been pushed up tent-w se ({draw ng})

3 & cracked--either for want of room2 fields
4 crowdi ng together--or expanding with heat from
5 bel ow.

6 Jan 5th

7 pm

8 | see one of these fuzzy winter cater-
18 //pillars—-black at the 2 ends & {brow} red in
11 m ddl e--crawing on a rock--by the Hunt’'s

12 bri dge causeway. M Hosner is |oading

13 hay in his barn-- It is neadow hay & |

14 amchiefly interested in it3 as a botanist.
15 I f neadow hay is of less worth in the market
16 it is nore interesting to the poet-- In this
17 there is a large proportion of osnunda

18 regalis--but | fear that in the |long run

19 it is not so interesting to the cattle to

20 contenplate & chew this as english hay &

21 clover-- How conpletely a | oad of hay in the
22 Wi nter revives the nmenory of past sum

23 mers! Sunmmer in us is only alittle dried

24 like it. The rowen in Hosner’s barn has

25 finer,

26 a nore {wiry} & greener |ook than the first
27 crop. And so the ferns in coal re-

28 m nds us of summers still |onger past.

29 Jan 6th

30 The first snow storm of nuch inportance
g% //by noon it nay be 6 inches deep--

33 pmup RR--to North River

® Later changed to “interested in it chiefly”
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The main stream -barely skinmed over--
wi th snow which has sunk the thin ice--
and is saturated with water, is of a dul
brown col or between the white fields.
| detect a very tall & slender tupelo by

its thorny-1ooking twigs-- It is close by a
white oak, at the yellow gerardia up RR
It is nearly 50 feet high & only 1 foot through
at the ground-- | derive a certain excite-
nent--not to be refused--even from goi ng through
Denni s’ swanp on the opposite side of the
RR-- where the poi son-dog wood abounds- -
--This sinple stemred bush is very full of

| oose dr oopi ng
fruit--hanging in ~ dry pale green ”~ pannicles
--sone of themare a foot long-- It inpresses
me as the nost fruitful shrub thereabouts.
--1 cannot refrain fromplucking it
& bringing home sone pretty sprigs. O her
fruits there are these® which belong to
the hard season-- The enduring

few
panni cl ed androneda--& a Ht+t+e partly
decayed prinos berries-- I walk amd
the bare midribs of cinnamon ferns
--with at nmost a terminal leafet--&
dar k

here & there | see a little » water at
the bottomof a dinple in the snow
--over which the snow had not yet been

able to prevail

| was feeling very cheap neverthel ess

%2 possibly “those”
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--reduced to make the nost of dry dog-wood
berries--nearty very little evidence of God
or man did | see just then & Life not

as rich & inviting an enterprise as it
shoul d be--when ny attention was caught

by a snowflake on ny coat sleeve. It

was one of those perfect crystalline star-
shaped ones--6 rayed--like a flat whee

with 6 spokes--only the spokes were perfect
little pine trees in shape--arranged around

a clustered spangle-- This little object--

which with nany of its fellows rested unnelting

on ny coat--so perfect & beautifu

--rem nded ne that nature had not

| ost her pristine vigor yet--& why should

man | ose heart? Sonetinmes the pines were
worne & had | ost their branches--and again

it appeared as if several stars had infringed
on one another at various angles naking a
sonewhat spherical nass-- These little

wheel s came down |ike the wecks of chariots
froma battle waged in the sky-- These

were mngled with these starry fl akes--

smal | downy pellets also-- This was at

m dafternoon & it has not quite ceased snow ng
yet (at 10 Pm We are rained & snowed

on with gens. | confess that | was

alittle encouraged--for |I was begin-

ning to believe that nature was poor

40



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

& nean--& | was now convi nced that she
turned of f as good work as ever--
What a world we live in--13 Where are the
jewel l ers’ shops? There is nothing handsoner than
a snowflake & a dewdrop. | may say that
the naker of the world exhausts his skill wth
each snow fl ake & dew drop that he sends down- -
We think that the one nmechanically coheres--
& that the other sinply flows together & falls--but
intruth they are the product of enthusiasm
the children of an extacy--finished with the
artist’s utnost skill.

The north river is not frozen over--
| see tree sparrows twittering & noving with
a low creeping & jerking notion am d the
chenopodiumin a field upon the snow -
so chubby--or puffed out on ac. of the cold
that at first | took themfor the arc-
tic birds--but soon | see the bright
chestnut crowns & clear white bars--
--as the poet says--“a thousand feeding
i ke one”--though there are not nore
than a dozen here.

Jan 7th 58

The stormis over--and it is one of those beau-
tiful wi nter nornings--when a vapor is
seen Lounging in the air between the vill age
and the woods-- Though the snow is

only sone six inches deep--the yards

*® Dash witten in over an exclamation point?
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(star or wheel shaped fl akes)
appear full of those beautiful crystals ~ |lying

light as a neasure is full of grain.
By—36 9 Amto Hill-- It snowed
so late last night & so much has fallen
fromthe trees that | notice only one
squirrel--and a fox & perhaps partridge
into which the snow has bl own.-- The fox has been beating the bush along the
The nice have not been forth since
track--~ walls & fences. The surface of new snow in the woods is
the snow -or perhaps in sonepl ace where
thi ckly masked by the snow which has fallen fromthe trees on to it.
they have their tracks are obliterated
Yhar d%
By 10 1/2 Amit begins to blow * {Hnf the
snow conmes down fromthe trees in fine showers--
finer far than ever falls direct fromthe
sky--conpl etely obscuring the view through
the aisles of the wood--& in open fields
it israpidly drifting. It is too light to make
good sl ei ghi ng.
By 10 o clock | notice a very long |eve
stratum of cloud not very high in the
SE sky. (all the rest being clear--) which
| suspect to be the vapor fromthe sea. This
| asts for several hours.
These are true nornings of creation--
original & poetic days--not mere reflections
of the past-- There is no |ingering of
yest erdays fogs--only such a nmist as
m ght have adorned the first norning.
Pm

| see sone tree sparrows feeding on the

fine grass seed above the snow-near the
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road on the hill side bel ow the Dutch house-- They are
their feet comonly sink in the snow
flitting along one at a time--~%uttering occasionally
a | ow sweet warble--& seem ngly as happy
there & with this wintry prospect before them for
the night & several nmonths to cone--as any
man by his fireside. One occasionally hops or
flies toward another & the latter suddenly jerks away
fromhim They are reaching or hopping up to
the fine grass or oftener picking the seeds from
the snow- At |ength the whole 10 have coll ected
within a space a dozen feet square--but
soon after, being alarned, they utter a different
& less musical chirp & flit away into an
appl e tree.
Jan 8th 58

Pmto that small neadow j ust
above the Boaz Brown nmeadow- -
Goi ng through the swanp the snow ball ed
so as to raise me 3 inches higher than
usual .

Jan 9th

Snows agai n

Pmto Deep Cut--

The wind is S. W & the snowis very noist
with large flakes-- Looking toward
Trillium Wod--the nearer flakes ap-
pear to nove quite swiftly--often making
the inmpression of a continuous white

line-- They are also seen to nove d

34carat positioned under dash

/1
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rectly & nearly horizontally--but the
nore di stant flakes appear to
loiter in the air--as if uncertain
how they wi Il approach the earth
--or even to cross the course of the
fornmer--and are al ways seen as sinple
& distinct flakes-- | think that this
difference is sinply owing to the fact
that the former pass quickly over the
field of view-while® the latter are nuch
longer init.
This nmoi st snow has affected the yell ow
sul phur parnelias & others-- They have
all got a green hue--& the fruit of
the smallest lichens | ooks fresh & fair--
And the wet willow bark is a brighter yell ow
Sone chi cadees cone flitting close
//to me--& one utters its spring note--phe-be
for which | fell under obligations to him
Sunday Jan 10th
Pmto Goose Pond across Wl den--
The N side of Walden is a warm wal k
in sunny weather-- If you are sick &
despairing, go forth in winter & see the
red al der catkins dangling at the extrem -
ties of the twigs, all inthe wintry air--
like long hard nul berries--prom sing
a new spring & the fulfillment of
all our hopes. W prize any tender-

ness any softening in the winter--

%The extended “1” dot in “while” makes it | ook as though Thoreau accidentally

crossed his “I.”
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--catkins--birds nests--insect life & &c
The nobst | got perchance is the sight of
a mul berry-1like red catkin--which
know has a dormant life in it--seenmngly
greater than my own--
Monday Jan 11
Rai n- Rai n. washes off al nost every vestige
of snow
Wednesday Jan 13th
Go to Lynn to Lecture--via Canbridge
4 1/2 Pm at Jonat hans Buffunis
Lynn--Lecture in John B. Alley' s Parlor--
M J. Buffum describes to me ancient
wol f traps--nmade prob. by the early settlers
in Lynn--perhaps after an Indian nodel --
One sonme 2 miles fromthe shore near Saugus
--and then nore Northerly--holes say 7 feet
deep--about as long & sone 3 feet w de stoned
up very snmoothly & perhaps converging a little
so that the wolf could not get out--
Tradition says that a wolf & a squaw
were one norning found in the sane hol e--
staring at each other.
Jan 14th
M Buf fum says that in 1817 or 1819
he saw t he sea-serpent at Swanscot
& so did several hundred others
He was to be seen off & on for sone

time. There were many people on the

11
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beach that first time, in carriages partly
in the water--& the serpent canme so
near--that they thinking that he m ght
cone ashore involuntarily turned their
horses to the shore--as with a general con-
sent--& this novenent caused him
to sheer off also. The road from Boston
was lined with people directly--com ng
to see the nonster. Prince cane with
his spygl ass--saw & printed his account
of him Buffum says he has seen
hi m 20 tines--once alone fromthe
rocks at Little Nahant--when he
passed al ong close to the shore just
beneath the surface--& within 50 or 60
feet of himso that he could have
touched himwith a very long pole, if
he had dared to. Buffumis about
60--& it should be said as affecting the
val ue of his evidence that he is a firm
believer in Spiritualism

This forenoon | rode to Nahant

all the country bare--a fine warm day
neit her snow nor ice--unless you search
on the way®* narrowy for them

with M Buffum-~

We pass M Alonzo Lewi s’ Cottage--on
the top of each of his stone posts is fastened
a very perfectly egg-shaped pebble of
sienite fromKettle cove 15 to 18 inches

long & of proportionate diameter-- |

never saw any of that size so perfect.

% Thoreau draws a line here to separate the interlined materia
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There are sonme 15 of them about his house
Says he was surveying once at Kettle Cove where they forma beach 1/3 mile |ong
--& on one flatter circular one he has &2 1to 0
ft deep. & he brought hone as many as his horse could draw.
made a dial--by which | |earned the
hour (9 1/2 Am). His house is clapboard
wi th hem ock bark--now sonme 20 yrs
ol d-- He says that he built it hinself.
Called at the Shop where lately
Sanmuel G bson (now of Feltonville)
set up birds--for he is a taxiderm st
& very skillful kills his own birds--&
wi t h bl ow guns whi ch he nakes & sells
some 7 feet long of glass--using a clay

ball. Is said to be a dead shot at

6 rods!

Warm & fall like as it is--saw

many snow buntings at the entrance /1

to the beach--
(So Lewi s said--may they not have been vel vet ducks, i.e. coot?)
Saw many bl ack ducks ~ on the sea /1
(rmay they not have been brant? or sone other species?)
& c { } divers
heard of a flock of geese! *

On the S side of little Nahant a | arge nass
Nahant is said to have been well-wooded--& furnished
ti mber for the wharves of Boston--ie to build them-
of fine pudding stone Now a few willows & balm of gileads are the
only trees if you {except} 2 or 3 small cedars-- They say others will not grow on
ac. of wind.
The rocks are porphyry with dykes of
dark green stone in it & at the extrem -
ty of Nahant--argillaceous slate very
distinctly stratified--with fossil corallines
init(?) looking |ike shells-- Egg rock
it seems has a fertile garden on the top.
Pm Rode with J. Buffum
Parke Pillsbury & M Midge--a | awer &

geol ogi st of Lynn into the NWpart of Lynn--
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to the Danvers line. After a mile or 2 we
passed beyond the |ine of the porphyry
into the Sienite. The Sienite is nore
rounded-- Saw sone furrows in Sienite.
On a ledge of Sienite in the woods
--the rocky woods--near Danvers |ine--saw
many boul ders of Seinite--part of the
sane flock of which Ship rock (so called)
in Danvers is one-- One 15 ft long 10

wide &5 or 6 deep rested on 4 some-

what rounded (at |east water worn) stonesy 18

i nches in dianeter or nore--so that you
could crawl under it--on the top of
acliff & projected about 8 feet over

it.--just as it was dropped by an ice berg.

A fine broad-backed | edge of sienite just beyond

N or NW-from which we saw Wachusett - -
Wat at i c®’- - Monadnock--& the Peterboro Hills.
--Al so saw where one Boyse (if that
is the spelling) a miller in old tines--
got out mll stones in a prinmtive way--
so said an old man who was choppi ng

a piece of the
there. He pried or cracked off ~ the crust
of the ledge (lying (horizontal) sone 16 or
18 inches thick--then made a fire on it
about its edges & pouring on water cracked
or softened it so that he could break off

the edges & make it round with his sl edge

--Then he picked a hole through the mddle

ST“Watatic” witten over “Mna’
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& hammered it as snoboth as he could & it was
done. But this old man said that he had
heard ol d fol ks say that the stones were so
rough in old tines that they nmade a noise |ike
t hunder as they revol ved--& much grit was m xed
with the neal.

Returni ng down a gully--1 thought | would
| ook for a new plant & found at once what

| suppose to be genista tinctoria Dyer’s green

weed--(The stemis quite green) with a few
pods & leaves left. It is said to have becone

naturalized on the hills of Essex County--

Close by was a mass of sienite sone 7 or 8 feet

high with a cedar sone 2 inches thick spring-
ing froma nmere crack on its top.

Visited Jordan’s or the Lynn tedge Quarry
(of Sienite) on our return, nmore S. The stone
cracks very squarely & into very | arge nmsses--
In one place was a dyke of dark greenstone
of which joined to the Sienite | brought up a2
specimens {q.v} The nmore yellowi sh & rotten surface
stone (lying above the hard & greyer) is called
the sap by the quarry nen.

Fromt hese rocky & wooded hills 3 or 4 niles
inland in the NWedge of Lynn--we had an
ext ensi ve view of the ocean from Cape Ann to
Scituate & realized how the aborigi nes
when hunting--berrying m ght perchance

have | ooked out then on the early navigators®

mudge gave nme Saugus j asper--graywacke- - Anygdal oi d*- - asbest os- - hornstone (!)

Buf f um sonme por phyry--epi dote--argillaceous slate fromend of Nahant

% a line separates the text fromthe interlined nmaterial which follows

% aline in pencil here leads to pencilled materia
“Greenstone with a nodul e of feldspar”

in the right margin:
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sailing along the coast--(thousands of
them) when they little suspected it--how
potent to the inhabitants his visit nust
have been. A vessel could hardly have passed
even at one place only

within half a dozen nmiles of the shore » in pleasant
weat her--w t hout bei ng seen by hundreds of
savages- -

M Buffumtells nme that they never eat
the Sea-clamwithout first taking out “the
wornf as it is called, about as large as the snall
end of a pipe stem He supposes it is the penis.

Jan 15

At Nat Hi st Rooms Boston--

Looked at the little Gebe--its feet are not webbed

with | obes on the side like the coot--& it is quite
whit e beneat h-- Saw the good sized duck--vel vet
duck with white spot on w ng--which is conmonly
called “coot” in salt water. They have a living
young bald eagle in the cellar. Talked with

Dr Kneel and-- They have a Gol den Eagle from

Lexi ngton (which K. obtained 2 or 3 years since) the 1st

Dr Cabot has heard of in Mass. Speaking to
hi m of ny night warbler he asked if it uttered
such a note--making the note of the

nyrtle bird. {ab}. tetete tetete tetete exactly.

& said that that was the note of the
VWit e-t hroat ed sparrow -which he heard at
Lake superior (at night as well as by day)

V. his report July 15 '57.
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Sanme pm saw Dr Durkee in Howard street

--He has not seen the common gl ow worm - &

called his a var. of L. noctiluca. Showed to Agassiz

Gould & Jackson--& it was new to them - They
thought it a var. of the above. Hi s were
| um nous throughout. mne only in part of each
segnent .

Saw sonme beautiful painted | eaves in a
shop wi ndow - naple & oak—*°

Sunday Jan 17
Pmto Conantum
The comon birch fungus--which is horizonta

& turned downward. Splits the bark as it pushes
v 26th

out very simly {dreawrng} {drawi ng} thus-- | see a

| arge downy owl s feather adhering to a
sweet fern twig looking |like the down of a
plant blowing in the wind-- This is near where
I have found them before on Conantum
above 1st diff. They would be very ornamental
to a bonnet so soft & fine with their re-
flections that the eye hardly rests on the down--
Jan 18th 58

At the Dugan Desert-- | notice under
t he overhanging a nearly horizontal snall
whit e oaks--& shrub oaks about the edge--
singular little hollows in the sand--evidently

made by drops of rain or melting snow

“ Post-It on MS page: “annotation information for

Jan.

15, 1858 attached to journa

entry for Aug. 8, 1857.” There is a cross-reference in the entry for August 8, 1857

that reads: %/. Jan 15, 1858%
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falling fromthe sane part of the twig, a foot

2, on the sane spot a long tinme-- They
are very numerous under every such |ow hori -

zontal bough on an average about 3/4 of

an inch apart or nore, they are 1/3 inch w de

& 1/4 to even 3/4 inch deep. Made some days ago

evi dently.

or

/1 The F. hienmmlis about. | hear that the Emer

Ladies delights

son children found {detghts}t out. +———7F yesterday.

Jan 19th
/1 F Hemlis

Sat. Jan 23d

The wonderfully nmild & pl easant weat her

continues. The ground has been bare since
the 11th This norning was col der than be-
fore-- | have not been able to wal k up
the North Branch this wi nter--nor along
the channel of the S. branch at any tine.

Pmto Saw M Il Brook--

A fine afternoon-- There has been but
little use for gloves this winter-- Though
| have been surveying a great dea
for 3 nonths-- The sun & cock crow ng
bare ground & &c rem nd ne of March

Standi ng on the bridge over the mll -
brook on the Turnpi ke--there being but
l[ittle ice on the S. side, | see severa
smal | water bugs (gyrans) sw nm ng

about as in the spring.
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| see the terminal shield fern very prob
as an evergreen at Saw M || Brook--&
(I think it is) the marginal fern--& Ly-
copodi um | uci dul um

| go up the brook--wal king on it nost
of the way--surprised to find that it wll

rock
bear nme-- Here** it falls fromstep te
rock
step--as down a flight of stairs all through
t hat rocky wood--fromthe swanp
which is its source to the everett* farm
The bays or nore stagnant parts are
t hi ckest frozen--the channel oftener
open--& here & there the water has over flowed
the ice & covered it with a thickening
mass of glistening spiculae. The white
mar ki ngs on the under side are very
rich & varied-- The currency of the brook.
--The inpression of its fleeting bubbles
meadow

even-- It cones out of an {aere} of about
an acre--

| go near enough to Flints pond
about 4 pmto hear it thundering.
In sumer | should not have suspected
its presence an eighth of a mle off
t hrough t he woods--but in such a
winter day as this it speaks & betrays
itself.

Returning through Britton’s field

| notice the stunps of chestnuts cut

4l Modified from“Wre”

42 There is a flattened half-circle witten above

e

as if tomdify it to “F
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a dozen years ago-- This tall tree grows

rapi dly--& one | ayer seens not to adhere

very firmy to another-- | can easily count

the concentric circles of growth on these

old stunps as | stand over them-for

they are worn with conspi cuous furrows

along the lines of the pores of the wood.
One or nore rings often gape 1/8 of

24t h or
an inch or nore--at about their ~ 25th
year--when the growh, in 3 or

4 cases that | exam ned, was nost

rapid.

Looki ng toward the woods in the horizon

--it is seen to be very hazy-- At Ditch
pond | hear--what | suppose to be a
fox barking--an exceedi ngly husky hoarse
& ragged note, prolonged perhaps by
the echo, like a feeble puppy--or even
a child endeavoring to scream but choked
yet it is on a high key

with fear *-- It sounds so thro the
wood--while I amin the holl ow -t hat
| cannot tell fromwhich side it cones.
| hear it bark 40 or 50 tinmes at |east.
It is a peculiar sound--quite unlike any
ot her woodl and sound that | know.

Wal den, | think, begins to crack
& boom first on the south side--which

is first in the shade--for | hear it

cracking there, though it is still in
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the sun around me. It is not so sonorous
& like the dumping of frogs as | have heard
it--but nore like the cracking of crockery
It suggests the very brittlest material --as
if the gl obe you stand on were a hol | ow
sphere of glass--& mght fall to pieces
on the slightest touch-- Mst shivering
splintery--screeching cracks there are--
as if the ice were not thicker than a tunbler
though it is prob. 9 or 10 inches. Methinks
nmy weight sinks it & helps to crack
somet i nes.
VWho can doubt that nen are by a certain
fate what they are--contending with unseen
& uni magi ned difficulties--or encouraged
& ai ded by equally nysterious auspicious
ci rcunst ances-- Who can doubt this
essential & innate difference between
man & man--when he considers a
whol e race--1like the Indian inevitably
& resignedly passing away--in spite
of our efforts to christianize & educate
t hen? I ndividuals accept their fate
& live according to it--as the Indian does.
Every body notices that the Indian
retains his habits wonderfully--is still the
sane man--that the discoverers found--
The fact is the history of the Wite man is
a history of inprovenent--that of the Red

man--a history of fixed habits--stagnation

55



19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
31
32

To insure health a man’s relation to

nat ure--nust cone very near to a personal

one--he nmust be conscious of a friendliness in

her - -when human friends part or die she

must stand in the gap to him | cannot

conceive of any life which deserves the

nane, unless there is a certain tendernress

relation to nature-- This it

is which nmakes

Wi nter warm-& supplies society in the desert

& wi | derness-- Unless nature synpathi zes

with & speaks to us, as it were,

t he nost

fertile & bl ossom ng regions are barren

W n p%
& dreary.

Ms W Mnroe told Sophia | ast evening
[ Sophi a’ s)
t hat she renenmbered her " grandfather

very well. That he was taller than father

& used to cone ride out to their

house

[She was a Stone & |ived where she & her husband did

after ward--now Darius Merriams] when they

made cheeses to drink the whey--being in

consunption-- She said that she remenbered

Gr andnot her too--Jenni e Burns--how she

cane to the school room[in Mddle street (?)

Boston) once leading here little daughter Eliza-

beth--the |latter so snal

t hat she coul d

not tell her nane distinctly--but spoke

thick & lispingly--Elizabeth-Orock Thoreau

% Feb 7th%

The dog is to the fox as the

white man to the red--

The former

56



14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

has attained to nore clearness in his
bark--it is nmore ringing & nusical--
nor e devel oped--he expl odes the vowel s
of his al phabet better--and beside he
has made his place so good in the
worl d that he can run w thout
skul king in the open field. Wat
a snot hered--ragged--feeble & un-
musi cal sound is the bark of
the fox! It seens as if he scarcely
dared raise his voice |est hgtshould
catch the ear of his tane cousin
& inveterate foe
| observe that the ice of Walden
i s heaved up nore than a foot
over that bar between the pond &
Cyrus Hubbards basin-- The gravelley
bank or bar itself is also heaved up
consi derably where exposed--so that
I aminclined to think that such
alifting is sinply the result of a thaw ng
beneat h--& not nerely of a crowding
or pressure on the 2 sides.
I do not see that | can live tolerably
wi thout affection for nature-- I|f
| feel no softening toward the rocks--
what do they signify?
| do not think rmuch of that chemistry

that can extract corn & pot at oes
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out of a barren--but rather of
that chem stry that can extract
t houghts & sentinments out of the
life of a man on any soil.

It is vain to wite on the seasons unl ess
you have the seasons in you.

Sunday Jan 24

Pm Nut ** Meadow Br ook- -
The river is broadly open--as usual
this winter-- You can hardly say
t hat we have had any sl ei ghing
at all this winter--though 5 or

of snow

6 inches N lay on the ground 5 days after
Jan. 6th. But | do not quite
like this warm weat her & bear ground
at this season-- What is a winter
with out snow & ice in this latitude
The bare earth is unsightly-- This wi nter
i s but unburied sunmmrer.

At that gully or ravine--in the
cl am shel | bank--net hi nks the
sides fall away faster & the wi nter
& such a winter as this when the
ground is bare than ever-- The subsoil
& sand keeps freezing & thawing & so
bursts off--& the | arger stones roll down
on each side and are collected in
a row at the bottom-so that there

will be a sort of wall there of stones

48 “Nut” is either crossed out or witten over.
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as big as a hens egg propped up & finally

cover ed

wi th sand.

The inside of the swallow holes there ap-

pears quite firmyet--& regular--with

mar ks where it was fl ecked or scratched

by the bird & the top is nottled or bl otched

alnost as if made firmin spots by

t he sal

va of the bird. There is a | ow

oven |like expansion at the end--& a good

deal of

stubble for the nest. | find in

one an enpty black cherry stone & the

remai ns

of a cricket or 2-- Prob. a npuse

|l eft themthere.

cat er pi

see 2 of those black & red-brown fuzzy

lars in a mullein |eaf on this

bare edge hill--which could not have

blown fromany tree |I think. They ap. take

refuge i

one on the RR crossing where it is high in the open nmeadow
n such pl aces.

see a couple of broken snmall turtle

eggs here which have been trodden out

of the banks by cows going to drink in

the river.

At Hosnmers tub--spring a snal
frog is active!

At Nut neadow Brook the snal

sized water bugs are as abundant

& active as in sumrer. | see 40 or 50 cir-

cling together in the snoboth & sunny

bays al

al ong the brook. This

/1

%1%
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is sonething new to nme. Wat nust

they think of this winter? It is |like

a child waked up & set to playing at

m dni ght. Methinks they are nore ready

to dive to the bottom when di sturbed than

usual . At night, of course, they dive to the

bottom & bury thenselves--and if in the

norni ng they perceive no curtain of

ice drawn over their sky--& the pl easant

weat her continues--they gladly rise again
resune

& eonti+nAdve their gyrations in some sunny

bay anmid the alders & the stubble--

I think that | never noticed them

nore nunerous--but the fact is |

never | ooked for themso particularly.

But | fear for their nervous systens.

lest this be too much activity--too

nmuch excitemnent.

The sun falling thus warmy for so |ong
on the open surface of the brook--HFt+s
tempts them upward gradually--till there
is alittle group gyrating there as in
sumer -- \What a funny way they have

take a light &
of going to bed. They do not ™ retire upstairs--
they go bel ow- Suddenly it is heels up & heads
down and they go down to their muddy bed--
& let the unresting stream fl ow over

themin their dreans. They go to bed in

anot her el ement. \Wat a deep sl umber
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nust be theirs and what dreans down

in the nmud there!

So the insect |life is not withdrawn far off

--but _a warm sun woul d soon entice it forth.

Sonetimes they seemto have a little difficulty
in maki ng the plunge--may be they are too dry
to slip under-- | saw one floating on its
back, & it struggled a little while before
it righted itself. Suppose you were to plot
the course of one for a day-- Wat kind of
a figure would it make! Probably this
feat too will one day be perforned by

science--that maid of all work. | see
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one chasing a note--& the wave the

creature nmakes al ways causes the note

to float amay fromit. | would like to

know what it is they conmunicate to one

anot her--they who appear to val ue each

other’s society so much-- How nany

wat er bugs nmake a quorum -- How

many hundreds does their Fourier think

it takes to make a conpl ete bug?

VWere did they get their backs polished

so? They will have occasion to renmenber

this year--that wi nter when we were

waked out of our annual sleep!

VWhat is their precise hour for retiring?
| see stretching fromside to

side of this snooth brook--where it is
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3 or** 4 feet wide--apparently an in-
agai nst

visible waving line, |ike a cobweb ever
which the water is heaped up a very little.
This line is constantly swayed to and fro, as
by the current a wind bellying forward here
& there. | try repeatedly to catch & break
it with my hand and let the water run
free but still to my surprise--1 clutch
nothing but fluid & the imaginary |ine
keeps its place. Is it the fluctuating edge

perhaps nore oily
of a lighter » fluid* overflow ng a heavier?
| see several such lines.

It is sonewhat |ike the slightest conceivable

smooth fall over a dam- | nust ask the

wat er bug that glides across it.*

Ah--if | had no nore sins to answer for than

They are only the small water bugs that | see-- They are earlier

in the spring--and ap. hardier
a water bug!

I wal ked about the | ong pond hol e beyond
t he wooded norai ne. There are prinos bushes

with much nobss on them-such as grows on

There is considerable rattle snake grass there--which with its droopi ng{end}

above the ice rem nds ne of
t he button bush around. awldrice neadows- -

On every old oak stunp--the ends of the
pores are the promnent part while only
the scale like silver ray is left between their
circles.
The sprouts of the canoe birch are
not reddish--like the white--but a
The small white begin to cast off their

yel l owi sh brown. red cuticle the 3rd or 4th year & reveal a whitish

The poison sumach with its recurved

4 Possibly witten over “to”?
% comma crossed out.

one

“Here, T describes what woul d becone known as the "D-1ine" phenonenon, discussed in
fuller detail in RS MDowell and C W MCutchen, "The Thoreau-Reynol ds Ri dge, a

Lost and Found Phenomnenon,
J8, p. 174.

" Science Vol 172, Issue 3986 (28 May 1971): 973. See al so
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massed together in profusion at the

base of |ast years stout blunt tw gs
pannicls of pale greenish fruit ~ is very

i nteresting & handsone-- It is one of the

chi ef ornanents of the swanps--dry &

dur abl e--befitting the season--& al ways

attracts ne-- It mght be the synbol

of a vigorous swanp-- The wood is very

br brittle to split down in the forks--&

just broken has a strong somewhat |iquor-

ice like scent. | do not know that any bird eats them

see a few fishes dart in the brooks.

Bet ween wi nter & sunmer there is to

nmy mnd an i measurable interval--

as when | pry into the old bank swal | ows

retHoew hol es to day--see the marks of their

bills & even whol e eggs left at the

bott om

it affects me as the phenone-

na of a fornmer geol ogical period. Yet

perchance the very swall ow which | ayed

those eggs will revisit this hole next spring.

The upper side of his gallery is a | ow

arch quite firm & durabl e

Li ke the water bugs--the dornmant buds

& cat ki ns whi ch over hang the brook
N might be waked up in mid winter--but these

bugs are much the nost susceptible to

the genial influences.

In fact there was a successi on of these

i nvi si bl e cabl es or boons stretched across

the stream-though it ran quite swiftly.

noti ced at Wal den yesterday that
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when the ice cracked one part was
frequently left an eighth of an inch per-
haps hi gher than another & after ward
frozen to it in this position. You could
both see & fe with your feet feel the ine-
quality.

Monday 25t h

A warm noi st day-- Thernoneter at

6 1/2 Pm at 49°+
VWhat a rich book might be nade about
buds- -i ncl udi ng perhaps sprouts. The inpreg-
nabl e vi vacious wi |l ow catkins but half
asl eep under the arnor of their black scal es--
sl eeping along the twigs--the birch &
oak sprouts--& the rank & lusty dog wood
sprouts--the round red buds of the blueberry
--the small pointed red buds--close to the tw g
of the pannicled androneda--the |arge yellow sh
buds of the swanp-pink & € How healt hy
& vivaci ous nust he be who would treat
of these things!
You nust |ove the crust of the earth on
whi ch you dwell nore than the sweet crust
of any bread or cake-- You nust be able
to extracts nutrinments out of a sand heap--
You nust have so good an appetite as this, else you wll
The creditor is servant to his debtor
especially if he is about paying his due--
| am anused to see what airs men take

about thensel ves when they have noney to pay ne.

live in vain--

64



10
11
12
13
14
15

30
32
33

34

No matter how |l ong they have deferred it--
They inmagi ne that they are ny benefactors
or patrons--& send me nost graciously

that if | will cone to their houses they wll

pay--ne--when it is their business to come
to me.
Jan 26th 58
Awarmrain fromtime to time--
Pmto dintonia swanp down the brook--
VWhen it rains it is like an April shower.
The brook is quite open & there is no snow
on the banks or fields-- Fromtinme to
time | see a trout glance--& some- /1
times in an adjoining ditch quite a schoo
of other fishes--but | see no tortoises--
In a ditch | see very light colored &
pretty large |izzards novi ng about - - /1
even
& | suspect | nay ™ have heard a frog drop
into the water once or tw ce.
| like to sit still under an unbrella & neditate in the woods in this warm
rain--
On the side hill at the swanmp | see
how t he conmon horizontal birch fungus
is formed. | see themin all stages & of
both on the upper & under side--but always facing the ground
all sizes on a dead B. al ba--"*"At first
you perceive the bark nmerely raised into
a nub & perhaps begun to split & renoving
a piece of the bark you a fibrous whitish
like a mldew in the bark
germ” as it were of a fundcus*® beneath

in the decayed wood & bark—*° Next you will

se the fungus pushed out |ike a hernia®

47 Caret positioned under dash
“ T probably intended “fungus”
“ Aline indicates that “bark” and “decayed wood & to be swapped

% M5 pages 66 & 67 are a duplicate copy of pages 64 & 65 (i.e., the |last two pages

transcri bed above). The next page is MS page 68.
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about the size as well as formof a
pea-- At first it is of a nearly uniformcon-
& honpgeneous

vex ™ surface above & bel ow -but very soon
or while yet no larger than a pea--
it begins to showa little horizontal flat
di sk al ways on the under side--which
you woul d not suspect w thout exam ning
it--& the upper surface already begins
to be water-- So it goes on pushing out
t hrough the bark--further & further--spread-
ing & flatting out nmore & nore till it has
attained its growmh--with a nore or |ess
el ongated neck to its peninsula: The fungus
as it grows fills the rent in the bark
very closely--& the edges of the bark are
recurved lip-like-- They commonly beak off
at the junction of the true bark with the
wood- - bri ngi ng away some of the woody fi ber
Apparently the spongy decayed bark & wood
is their soil.

This is lichen day-- the white |ichens
partly encircling aspens & mapl es | ook
as if a painter had touched their trunks
with his brush as he passed.

The yellow birch tree is peculiarly in-
teresting. It mght be described as a

or bole
tree whose trunk » was covered with gol den

& silver shavings glued all over it--& dangling

in curls. The edges of the curls--1like
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conmonl y
a line of breakers--form” diagonal |ines up

& down the tree--corresponding to the tw st
of the nerve or grain.
Nat ure | oves gradation--trees do not spring
abruptly fromthe earth. Mdsses creep
up over the insteps of the trees & endeavor to re-
clai mthem
Is not the nobccasin a nore picturesque &
fitter sort of shoe, than ours, in which to
Hence the propriety of
nove anmid the herbage--?% over the instep--
How Protean is life! One may eat
& drink & sleep & digest & do the ordi -
nary duties of a man & have no excuse
for sending for a doctor--& yet he nay
have reason to doubt if he is as truly alive
or his life is as valuable & divine as that
of , an oyster. He may be the very best citi-
zen in the town--& yet it shall occur to him
to prick himself with a pinto see if heis
alive. It is wonderful how quiet--harm
less & ineffective a living creature may be.
--no nore energy may it have than a fungus
that lifts the bark of a decaying tree.
| raised |last summer a squash which
wei ghed 123 1/2 Ibs If it had fallen
on ne it would have made as deep &
I asting an inpression as nost nen do.
I could just as lief know what it

t hi nks about God--as what npst

Sldash combi ned with question nark

| aci ng
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men think, or are said to think-- In such

a squash you have already got the

bul k of a man. My nman perchance

when | have put such a question to him

open his eyes for a nonent essays in vain

to think like a rusty fire |ock out of order--
--then calls for a plate of that sane

squash to eat--and goes to sleep as it

is called--& that is no great distance

to go surely.

Mel vin woul d have sworn he heard a bl ue-
bird the other day--if it hadn’t been January.
Sone say that this particularly warm
weat her within a few days--is the Jan.

t haw - but there is nothing to thaw- The sand-
banks in the deep cut are as dry as in sum
mer .

Sone nmen have a peculiar taste for bad
words, mouthing & licking theminto |unpish
shapes |i ke the bear her cubs--~ words
i ke tribal--& ornamentation--which
drag a dead tail after them They wll
pi ck you out of a thousand the still-borne
words--the fal settos--the wing-clipt &
| ane words--as if only the fal se notes
caught their ears. They cry encore
to all the discords--

The cocks crow in the yard & the

hens cackle & scratch all this winter
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eggs must be plenty.
Wednesday Jan 27th 58

Pmto Hill & beyond--

It is so mld & noist as | saunter al ong
by the wall E of the hill. That | renenber
or anticipate one of those warmrain storns
in the spring, when the earth is just laid bare
--the wind is South--& the Kladonia |ichens are
swol en & lusty with mpoisture--your foot sinking
into them & pressing the water out as froma
sponge-- & the sandy pl aces al so are drinking
it in. You wander indefinitely in a beaded
coat--wet to the skin of your legs--sit on
noss-cl ad rocks & stunps & hear the |isping
of migrating sparrows--flitting anmid the shrub-
sit hours at a tinme still & hone your thoughts
oaks. » Arain which is as serene as
fair weather--suggesting fairer weather than
was ever seen-- You could hug the clods that
defile you. You feel the fertilizing influence

of you
of the rain in your mnd. The part ~ that
is wettest is fullest of life like the lichens.
You di scover evidences of imortality not
Y%cease%

known to divines. You % % eave off% % to die--You
det ect sone buds & sprouts of life--every step
% n the old rye fields%
Ais on virgin soil

And then the rain cones thicker & faster
t han before--thawi ng the remaining frost

in the ground--detaining the mgrating

bird--& you turn your back to it--
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full

by t

of serene contended thought--soot hed

he steady dropping on the withered | eaves--

--nore at hone for being abroad--nore

conf

ortabl e for being wet--sinking at

each step deep into the thaw ng earth--

gray

gl adly breaking through the ~ rotting ice

t he

dul I est sounds seem sweetl|ly nodu-

lated by the air-- You | eave your tracks

in f

ields of spring rye--scaring the fox-

col ored sparrows al ong the woodsi des. - -

%rou cannot go hone yet you stay & sit

You glide along the distant woodsi de- -

full
but
as f
seei

--a

of joy & expectation--seeing nothing
beauty- - heari ng nothing but nusic--
ree as the fox-col ored sparrow -

ng far ahead--a courageous hight--

great phil osopher--not indebted

to any acadeny or college for this

expansi on--but chiefly to the April rain

whi ch descendeth on all alike.

not

Not encouraged by nen in your wal ks

by the divines--not the professors--

and to the |l aw giver an® outl aw

Not
rem

ton.

Y%even%
encour aged % %surel y¥ % when you are

nded of the governnent at Washi ng-

% 2 ps forward%

Ti me never passes so qui ckly & unaccountably

as when | am engaged in conposition

i.e.

in witing down ny thoughts. C ocks

seem to have been put forward.

52|t

| ooks as Thoreau penciled in a nore obvious

n

inthe {rain}%

over the

ni

in

an
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The ground being bare this w nter
attend | ess to buds & twigs. Snow covering
t he ground secures our attention to twi gs &c
whi ch rise above it.
| notice a pretty large rock on the Lee Farm

near the site of the old mlIl|l over the Assabet
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which is quite white & bare with the
roots of a maple cut down a few
years ago, spreading over it--& a thin
dark green crust or nould--a nere
patch of soil as big as a dollar in
one or 2 places on it-- It is evident
that that that rock was covered as
much as 3 inches deep with soil--a

for the glgoots are 2 inches thick
few years since "--% & that it has been
burnt & washed off since ~--leaving the
surface bare & white-- There are
a few lichens started at one end.

As | canme hone day before
yesterday over the RR causeway- - at
sunset--the sky was over cast--but
beneath the edge of the cloud far in the
west was a narrow stripe of clear anber
sky coextensive with the horizon--which
reached no higher than the top of
Wachusett. | wi shed to know how
far off the cloud was by conparing it
with the nts. It had sonmewhat the

appear ance of setting on the nt con-

58 Caret positioned under dash
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cealing a part of its summit-- | did not
suppose it did--because the clouds
over my head were too high for that

--but when | turned ny head | saw

the whole out-line of the nts distinctly.

| could not tell how far the edge
of the cloud was beyond it--but I
think it likely that that anber |ight
cane to me through a | ow narrow sky-
i ght whese the upper sash of whose
frame was 40 nmiles distant.

The amount of it is that | saw a cloud nore
distant than the nt.

Steadily the elenental rain falls--drip drip--
drip--the mst drives & clears you sight--
The wind bl ows & warns you--sitting on
t hat sandy upl and by the edge of the
wood- -t hat April day.

Jan 28 58--

M nott has a sharp ear for the note of any
m grating bird--though confined to his door
yard by the rheunati sm he comonly hears them
sooner than the wi dest ranbl er--nmaybe
he listens all day for them-or they cone

% eport thenmselves to himand receive their season ticket%

& sing over his house--%%He is never at fault
If he says he heard such a bird--though
sitting by his chimey side you nmay depend
on it. He can swear through gl ass--

He has not spoiled his ears by attending
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| ectures or caucuses &c The other day the runor
went that a flock of geese had been

(md winter as it was by the Al manac)
seen flying north over Concord. %% {—-7% |

traced it to Mnott & yet | was conpelled

to doubt. | had it directly that he had heard
| made haste to him- His reputati on was at stake
themwi thin a week-- | saw him-~ He said that

he stood in his shed--it was one of the late
war m muggy April |ike nornings--when he

heard one short but distinct honk of a {wie}
goose. He went into the house, he took his

cane--he exerted hinmsel f--or that sound inparted
to hinf
strength lane as he was he went up onto the
he had not done it for a year
hill--7% that he might hear all around--

he saw not hi ng but he heard the note--again--
It came from over the brook And hence
It was a wild goose--he was sure of it ~.
He thought that the back of the winter was broken--if it had any
this year--but he feared such a wi nter

the runor spread & grew->° woul d kill himtoo--
sil ent refl ected
I was lost-- | pondered-- v% | abandoned nysel f
| drewinto aH ny mind all its nenbers--like the tortoise

to unseen Cui des-- Suddenly the truth flashed
on ne--& | renenbered that within a
week | had heard (that there is®®) a box
at the tavern which had come by RR ex-
press- - feireetetl—containing 3 wild geese & di-
rected to his neighbor over the brook. The
april-like norning had excited one so that
he honked. And M nott’'s reputation acquired
new® | uster

He has a propensity to tell stories which you
have no ears to hear--which you cut short
& return unfinished upon him- He is obscure

This is the worst thing I know of him

4 “to hinf is actually witten in a tiny hand between “strength” and “l ane”
SScarat positioned under dash
5 mark separates interlined naterial here
i nverted carat
8is” written over “was”
%possi bly “nore”
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| notice much cotton-like down attached
to the long curled up seed vessels of the Epi-
| obi um angustifolium-such as | think | have seen
used in some birds’ nests.

It has been spitting a little snow
today--& we were uncertain whether it
woul d increase or turn to rain. Com ng
thro' the village at 11 pm-the sky is

(perhaps thin)

conpl etely overcast--and the * clouds are
somewhat

very distinctly pink or reddish--~ as if reflecting

a distant fire--but this phenonenon
is universal all round & over head.
| suspect there is a red aurora
boreal i s behind.
Jan 29th 58
Pmto G eat Meadows at Copan--
It is considerably colder. | go through
the northerly part of Beck Stows
--N of the new Road. For a great distance
it is an exceedingly dense thicket of
bl ueberry bushes--& the shortest way is
to bend down bushes 8 feet high & tread
on them The small red & yellow
buds--the naze of gray tw gs--
the green & red sphagnum-the con-
spi cuous yel |l owi sh buds of the swanp pink
valves of its
with it’s the diverging * seed vessels--the dried
choke berries still common--these

and the like are the attractions--
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The cranberry rising red above the
ice--is seen to be allied to the water
andromeda--but is yet redder--

The | eaves of a black {oack} which died in
the fall will not only hold on but be Iess
wi thered & of a nuch livelier yellow
now.

In the ditches on Hol brooks neadow near

Copan--1 see a rana palustris sw nm ng

and much conferva greening all the water.
Even this green is exhilirating--like a
spring in winter. | amaffected by the
sight even of a mass of conferva in a
ditch. 1 find sone radi cal potanbpgeton
| eaves 6 inches |ong {draw ng} under
wat er, which look as if grow ng

Found sone splendid fungi on
ol d aspens used for a fence--quite
firm-reddi sh white above & bright
verm | lion beneath--or perhaps nore scarl et
reflecting various shades as it is turned.
It is remarkabl e that the upper side of
t he fungus, which rmust, as here, conmonly
be | ow on decayi ng wood--so that we | ook
down on it--is not bright col ored nor
handsone--& it was only when | had broken
it off & turned it--over that | was
surprised by its brilliant color-- This intense

vermllion ? face which woul d be known

/1
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to every boy in the town, if it were
turned upward faces the earth--&
is discovered only by the curious naturalist.
Its ear is turned down--listening to the
honest praises of the earth. It is like
a light red vel vet or damask. These sil ent
& motionless fungi with their ears turned ever
downward toward the earth--revealing their
bri ght col ors perchance only to the prying natur-
alist who turns themupward--rem nd ne
of the “Hear-all” of the story.
Jan 30th 58

Pmto Gowi ng's swanp--
| thought it would be a good tinme to rake
in the nud of that centraIP?ga & see what
ani mal or vegetable life mght be there
now that it is frozen-- | supposed that
tortoises & frogs might be buried in the
mud. The pool where there is nothing but
wat er & sphaghnumto be seen & where you
cannot go in the sumer--is about 2 rods

with that |arge seeded sedge in a border a rod wi de about
long & 1 1/2 wide. »~ Only 1/3 of this (on one side)® appears
as water now, the rest a |level bed of green
sphagnum frozen {w th®?} the water, though
rising 3 to 4 inches above the general |eve
here & there-- | cut a hole through the
i ce, about 3 inches thick, in what above

appeared to be water--& after raking

out some sphagnum found that |

80 carat positioned under dash
81 “(on one side) squeezed in between “this” and “appears”
52 1t appears as though another word may be witten over “wth”
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could not fairly reach the nmud & tortoises--if

t hough my rake was 5 foot & 9 inches |ong

there are any there--~ but with the sphag-
num | raked up several kinds of bugs or in-
sects-- | then cut a hole through the
frozen sphagnum nearer the m ddle of the
pool --though | supposed it would be a
nmere mass of sphaghum with conpar a-
tively little water--& nore nud--nearer the
surface-- To nmy surprise | found clear
wat er under this crust of sphagnumto
about 5 feet in depth--but still 1 could
not reach the mud with ny rake through
t he nore decayed sphagnum beneat h- -

| returned to the thicket & cut a naple

about 18 feet long--this dropped down

5 or 6 feet--& then with a very slight pressure

| put down the whole length. | then

went to the thicket again--searched

a long while for a suitable pole--&

at last cut another naple 30

feet long & between 4 & 5 inches thick

at the but--sharpened & trimed &

carried it on nmy shoul der to the spot

& rough as it was it went down with

very little pressure as nuch as 20 feet

& with alittle nore pressure 26 feet
& there | left it--for | had {measured}

& one inch--~ If the top had not been

so small that it bent in my hands

| could probably have forced it much

further--

it first ~
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| suspect that the depth of rmud &
wat er under where | wal k in summrer
on the water androneda-- A. pol of ol i a%--
--Kal m a gl auca- - sphagnum &c--i s about
t he sane. The whol e swanmp woul d
flow of f down an inclined plane.
O course there is room enough for frogs
& turtles, safe fromfrost.

| noticed that the sap flowed very freely
fromone of the maples which | cut.

In the meanwhil e the hol e which
| had first cut had ski med over-- | stooped
to look at the ice crystals-- The thin
ski mm ng which did not yet cover the whole
surface--was mnutely narked with feathers
as in the frost in windows in the norning--
The crystallization was as usual in deep

sone
furrows » 1/3 of an inch wide & finely grai ned
or channel |l ed | ongitudinally--these comonly
i ntersected each other so as to formtriangles
of various sizes--and it was remarkabl e
that there was an el evated spaces between
the sides of the triangle--which in sone
cases was not yet frozen--while you
could see & feel the furrow where the

crystals had shot on each side much

| ower-- The water crystallizes in certain planes

only--

It seens then that sphagnumw || grow

5Li kely a misspelling of “polifolia”
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on the surface of water 5 feet deep--!

VWhat neans the maple sap flowing in pleasant
days in md wnter, anyd?gmmt{fm}IMer
in the spring for it--in warner weather? It is
a very encouraging sign of life now

Jan 31st

| notice in one place that the | ast
6 or nore inches of the smpoth sumac’s
lusty twi gs are dead & withered--not having
been sufficiently matured, notw thstanding
the favorable autum. This is attaining
one’s growth through difficulties--

Saw one faint tinge of red on
{red on} ice pond hole--6 inches over--

Feb 1st 58

Measured Gowi ng’s swanp--2 1/2 rods N E of
the middle of the hole--i.e. in the androneda
& sphagnum near its edge--where | stand in the
sunmer--also 5 rods NE of the nmiddle of the

or in the mdst of the andromeda
open hole ~-- In both these places the pole went
hard at first but {brook} through a crust of
roots & sphagnum at about 3 feet beneath
the surface & | then easily pushed the pole
down just 20 feet-- This being a snall pole
I could not push it any further holding it by

with a longer & stiffer pole |I could probably have fathonmed 30 feet
the small end--it bent there ~-- It seens then
that there is over this andromeda swanp

about

a crust ~ 3 feet thick--sphagnum -androneda

--clyculata® & polifolia--& Kalm a gl auca-- & -

5 Likely a msspelling of “calycul ata”
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beneat h which there is al nost clear
wat er - - & under that an exceedingly
thin rmud-- There can be no soi
above that nmud--& yet there were
3 or 4 laurel trees 3 feet high or nore
bet ween t hese hol es, or over exactly

& there are small spruce near by
the sane water--~ For aught that appears
the swanp is as deep under the androneda
as in the nmddle. The 2 andromedas &
the Kalma glauca nmay be nore truly said
to grow in water than in soil there--
When the surface of a swanp shakes for
a rod around you--you may concl ude
that it is a network of roots 2 or 3 feet
thick resting on water over very thin mud.
The surface of that swanp--conposed in
great part of sphaghum-is really floating.
It evidently begins with sphagnum which
floats on the surface of clear water--&
accunul ating at length affords a basis
for their |large seeded sedge (?) andronedas
&c-- The filling up of a swanp then
in this case at least--is not the result
of a deposition of vegetable nmatter washed
into it--settling to the bottom & | eaving the
surface clear--so filling it up fromthe
bottomto the top-- But the vegetation
first extends itself over it as a film

whi ch gradual ly thickens till it sup-
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ports shrubs--& conpletely conceals the water--
--& the under part of this crust drops to the
bottom-so that it is filled up first at
the top & the bottom-& the mddle part is
the last to be reclaimed fromthe water--
Perhaps this swanp is in the process of
becom ng peat. This swanp has been
partially drained by a ditch.
| fathomed also 2 rods within the edge
of the blueberry bushes, in the path--but
| could not force a pole down nore than
8 ft 5/12--so it is much nore solid there
& the blueberry bushes require a firmer soil than the
wat er andr oneda.
This is a regular guag or shaking surface--

and in this way evidently floating islands are

formed-- | amnot sure but that nmeadow with
all its bushes in it--would float a man-of -
war - -
Feb 2nd 58
Still rains after a rainy night with a /1

little snow-formng slosh-- As | return

fromthe P.O | hear the hoarse robin like chirp

of a song-sparrow on Cheney’s ground--& see /1
hi m perched on the top nost twig of a heap of

brush--1ooking forlorn & drabbled & solitary in

the rain
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Pmto

Feb 3rd 58

Conant um -

| notice that the corner

posts of the A d Conantum

house which is now being pulled down were al

set but up & are considerably larger at that

end.

| do not see this year--& | do not know

that | ever

have seen--any unseasonabl e

swel ling of the buds of indigenous plants in

mld winters-- | think that herbaceous

pl ants show | ess greenness than usua

this wnter,

havi ng been nore exposed for want

of a snowy covering.

Feb 4th

Pmto C. MIles swanp--

Di scover--the Ledumlatifoliumquite abundant over

a space about 6 rods in diameter just E of

the smal | pond-hol e--growi ng with--The Androneda

cal ycul ata--polifolia--Kalma glauca &c

The A polifolia is very abundant about the

pond- hol e- - sonme of

even bl ack above as if burnt.

resenbl ance
to the water
reddi sh- - pur

| eaves- -ref

it very narrow | eaved & dark

androneda--with its dark--

plish--or

exed- - but

rat her mul berry

nearer it

is dis-

tingui shed by its coarseness--the perfect

tent form of

its upper

| eaves- -

The | edum bears a genera
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conspi cuous terni na
& the large ”~ roundish (strictly oval) red

buds, nearly as big as the swanp pink’'s
wool |'y

but rounded-- The ~ stemfor a couple of

i nches beneath the bud is frequently bare

and conspi cuously cl ub-shaped. The rust on

t he undersides of the |eaves seens of a

lighter color than that of Mine-- The seed

vessel s (which open at the base first) stil

hold on-- This plant night easily be con-

founded with the water androneda--by a

carel ess observer-- Wien | showed it to a

teanster he was sure that he had seen it

often in the woods, but the sight of the
wool |y undersi de staggered him
There are many snmall spruce there abouts
with small twi gs & | eaves--an abnorm
growth renminding me of strange species of
evergreen fromCalifornia, China &c
| brought some home & had a cup of tea
sl i ght
made- -whi ch in spite of a deerded pi ney
or turpentine flavor-- | thought unexpectedly

good- -

An abundance of Nesaea on the E edge of

the pond hole (call it |edum pond hole)
%l odea%
& is that a lysimachia mngled with it.? /1

The | edum does not grow am d the
mapl es- - (nor indeed does the A polifolia
--Kal m a glauca--nor even the water

andr omeda abundantly--) It bears no nore
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shade than that of the spruce trees
whi ch doe not prevail over the above
naned shrubbery. As usual with the
finding of new plants--1 had a pre-
sentinent that | should find the | edum
in Concord. It is a remarkable fact
that in the case of the nost interesting
pl ants which | have discovered in this
vicinity, | have anticipated finding
t hem perhaps a year before the dis-
covery.
Feb 5th
Pmto Boaz's neadow -

There is a plenty of that handsone seeded

/1l grass which | think Tarbell called

%rob glyceria%
goose grass in the nmeadow S of the road-

way--at Boaz's meadow-also in the
meadows far north in the woods--& sonme® in
M not Pratt’s meadow- -
Feb 7th 58

Aunt Loui sa has talked with Ms nonroe
& | can correct & add to my account of Jan
23rd-- She says that she was only 3 or 4
years old & that she went to schoo
with aunt Elizabeth & one other child

named Tur ner
to a woman "--+#f sonewhere in Boston--
who kept a spinning wheel agoing

whi |l e she taught thes 3 little children

%t | ooks as though “sone” is witten over “in”

84



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

she renenmbers that one sat on a |ignhum

vitae nortar turned bottom up--another

on a box & the 3d on a stool--& then

repeat ed the account of Jennie Burns bringing

her little daughter to the school as before. v 4 ps forward
| observed yesterday in that oak %

stunp on the ditch bank by Trillium wood

(which I counted the rings of once) that between the

20th & 27th rings there was only about 3/7

of an inch,

t hough before & after this it

grew very fast & seven spaces would

make nearly 2 inches.

| ust

The tree was grow ng

ily--till 20 years old & then for 7 years

it grewonly 1/4 or

as before & after--

what

happened to it.

Pmto diffs

1/5 part as fast

am curious to know

Thr ough Wheel ers pasture on the hil

gray

This new pasture with ~ stunps standing

thickly in the now sere sward--reni nds

me of a grave-yard. And on these

nonurents you can read each tree’s

nane, when it was born (if you know when

it died) howit throve & how long it

| ived-- whether it was cut down in ful

vigor--or after the infirmties of age

had attacked it.

this hil

I amsurprised to find the Epi gaea®® on

66|t

| ooks |i ke the

p

at the NWcorner of C Hubbard's (?)

in “Epigaea” was pencilled in later

/1
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lot--i.e the large wood. It extends a rod
or so, &is probably earlier there than where
| have found it before-- Some of the buds
show a very little color. The | eaves have
| ately been much eaten--1 suspect by partridges.
or gol den

Little nounds ef or tufts of yellow sh * npss
in the young woods | ook |ike sunlight
on the ground--

I f possible conme upon the top of a hil
unexpect edl y- - per haps t hrough woods- -
& then see off fromit to the distant earth
which lies behind a bluer veil--before
you can see directly down it, i.e. bringing
its own near top against the distant
| andscape- -

Inthe F. H orchard | see the small
botrichiumstill fresh--but quite dark
reddi sh- -

The bark of the Popul us grandi dentata
there is a green clay color.

Feb 8th 58
Pmto Wl den & Goose Pond

The ground is so conpletely bare this w nter
& therefore the | eaves in the woods so dry
that on the 5th ult. there was a fire
in the woods by Wal den (Wheel ers)
& 2 or 3 acres were burned over--set
prob. by the engine-- Such a burning

as conmonly occurs in the spring.
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The ice which J. Brown is now getting for his
ice house fromJ. Barretts’s is from8 to 9+ inches
thick--but I amsurprised to find that Wal den ice
is only 6 inches thick or even a little less--& it /1

You can al nost drive an axe thro’ it at one bl ow
has not been thicker--~ In many pl aces about
the shore it is open a dozen feet wi de--as
when it begins to break up in the spring.

| observe as usual the shore heaved
up near where my house was. It is evidently
the result of it thawing-- It is lifted up
wi th an abrupt nearly perpendicul ar edge
nearly a foot high--(but looks as if
it had been crowded up by the ice) while the
part under water prob has not been frozen
or not been thawed. But in the water
close to the shore | observe singular dinples
in the sand--sonetinmes perfectly circular tunnels &c
as if a stone had been turned round & round & then
lifted out. Perhaps this ridge thus lifted
up--renmi ns sonewhat | oose through the
sumer--not falling entirely back--&
the next winter therefore freezes yet deeper
& is heaved up yet higher--& so gains
alittle fromyear to year. Thus a pond
may create a barrier for itself between
al ong an adj acent neadow. Wen it thus
lifts up the shore, it lifts the trees with
it & they are upset.

At little goose Pond--where | am
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surprised to find the ice not thicker than
at Walden-- | raked in the niddle--
& brought up the branches of white pines
2 inches thick but perfectly sound 4 rods
or nore fromthe shore-- The wood has
been cut about 17 years, on one side &
at | east
prob. 12 or 14 on the other--& the present
growm h is oak-- These were the tops of
pines that formerly fell into the pond--
They woul d | ong since decayed on | and.

| wal ked about Goose Pond | ooki ng
for the large blueberry bushes-- | see
many whi ch have 30 rings of annua
grow h-- These grow quite on the edge
where they have escaped being cut with
t he wood--& have all the appearance
of age--gray & covered with |ichens
conmonl y crooked--zi g-zag--& inter-

so that when you have cut one off it is hard to extract

twisted with their neighbors ~--& bending
over--nearly to the ice--with (trusty) young
shoots running up straight by their
sides-- | cut one which nmeasured
8 1/2 inches in circunference at the but--
& | counted pretty accurately 42 rings--
From another | cut a straight & sound club
4 feet long & 6 1/2 inches in circunference at
the small end. It is a heavy & cl ose grai ned wood

This is the | argest of the Vaccini eae which

grows here, or is described in Gay' s Botany.
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Sone may have borne fruit before | was born

& odd
--or 40 ™ years ago. O der that any culti
vated fruit trees. Nobody could tell ne what
kind of wood it was. The biggest pannicled
androneda that | saw there abouts was
only little nore than an inch in diameter--& ap
not half as old-- It has a rmuch nore yell ow
wood--& with a twist to its grain.

M's Monroe says that her nother
respected ny Gandfather very nuch because he
was a religious man. She renenbers his calling
one day & inquiring fer—btue where bl ue vervain
grew -whi ch he wanted to nake a syrup
for his cough-- --& she a girl happening to
know -ran & gat hered sone.

Feb. 9th 58

Amto AOd Hunt House with Thatcher--
The stairs of this old back porch are
wht pine or spruce--each the half of a square
| og {drawi ng}--those of the cellar in front oak
of the same form There is no ridge pole
what ever --not even a board--but a steep roof
& sone of the rafters are oak saplings
A hewn & showi ng a good deal of bark
& scarcely 3 inches dianeter at the snall
end--yet they have sufficed.

Saw at Sinon Browns a sketch ap
made with a pen on which was written

“Concord Jail, near Boston Anmerica”.

& on a fresher piece of paper on
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whi ch the above was pasted was witten
“The jail in which General Sir Arch =
Canpbel | & = WIson were confined
when taken off Boston in Anerica by
a French privateer.”
A letter on the back side--fromM Lew s
of Fram nghamto M Brown--stated that
he Lewi s, had received the sketch from
t he grandson of WIson who drewit.
You are suppose to be in the jail yard or
close to it westward--& see the old j ai
ganbl e roofed-- The ol d Hurd house (partly)
west of the grave yard-- The graveyard &
Dr Hurd House--& over the last & to the
N of it a wooded hill--at Wndnil
Hill--& just N of the Hurd House beyond
it ap the Court house & school house
& the road to the battle ground
ab7 each with belfries”--& a distant farm house

on a hill Franche’s or Buttricks--perhaps

Feb—16th—58 9th stil

/1 Begins to snow at noon & about 1 inch falls

whi t eni ng t he ground- -
Feb 10th
/1 Grows cold toward night & w ndy--
Feb 11th
At 3 Pmit is 11°+ & wi ndy--
/11 think it is the coldest day of this winter.
/1 The river channel is now suddenly & generally

frozen over for the first tine.

8 Caret crossed out.

90



11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Pmto Hil

The water in the pitcher plant |eaves
i s® frozen--but | see none burst--
They are very tightly filled & snooth--ap
st ret ched.

The | eaves of the round | eaved pyrol a

--so exposed this winter--1ook not only dark

but as if frozen-- | amnot sure that they
I think not--
are stiffened however *-- | see that the

hem ock | eaves al so have this frozen

or frozen-thawed- cadaverous | ook--dark

& slightly inbrowned--esp. the nost exposed

twi gs, while some sheltered ones are still a bright
green. The sane is the case even with the

white pines--& as far as | observe, other ever-
greens. There is a change in their |eaves

with cold weather--corresponding to the
reddeni ng & darkeni ng of chokeberry &

pyrol a | eaves-- This change, though they

do not fall,--& are to sone extent affected
even as those teaves trees {(whichy (like the

oaks) retain a part of their |eaves during

the winter in a withered state--i.e. they have
bequn to wither or be killed-- |I have often

bef ore noticed that the pines when cold

weat her cane were of a darker & duller
green--sonewhat like a frozen apple.

In the hem ock, at least, there is a positive

tendency to redness-- The evergreens then, though

% Witten over “are”?
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they do not fall the first year, lose their
original sumer greenness. They are

changed & partially killed by the cold Iike
pyrol a & checkerberry & | anbkill--& even,

in a degree, like oak-Ieaves-- Perhaps

the pitch pine is the | east affected.

Cut a club of celtis wood-- It is hard
but | think, brittle.

The celastrus (wax work-) is a soft
spongy & flexible wood-- Though of very
sl ow growt h. You can easily sink your

t he heart wood of
knife intoit. I count 25 rings in ™ one
which is not quite an inch in diameter
In the sap there is no evidence of rings at al

Feb. 12th 58
/1 Col der than yesterday norning--perhaps
the col dest of the winter.

Pmto Ledum Pond- -

Those small holes in the ground--musquash--
mce &c--thickly beset with crystals of
frost--remind ne of the invisible vapor rising
t hence which may be call Earth’s-breath--

t hough you might think it were the breath
of a mpuse. In cold weat her yoaeE not

only mens beards & the hair about the
nuzzl es of oxen whitened with their
frozen® breath, but countless holes in the

banks--which are the nostrils of the

earth--white with the frozen earth’s

5% frozen” squeezed into the margin
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br eat h.

About the Ledum pond hole there is an

abundance of that abnormal growth of
the spruce-- Instead of a regular free

& open grow h--you have a multitude

putting out fromthe sunmit or side of the stem
of sl ender branches crowded together ~ & shooting

up nearly perpendicularly--with dense fine wiry

branchl ets & pi ne needl es whi ch have
an inpoverished | ook--all together
formng a broomlike mass--very
much |ike a heath.

There is ap. nore of the androneda
polifolia in that swanp than any
where el se in Concord

Feb 13th

Last night said to have been a little col der

than the ni ght before--%& the col dest hitherto%

Pmride to Cafferty’s Swanp

The greatest breadth ateng—th of the swanp

appears to be N Easterly from Adans’s
There is nuch Pannicl ed androneda

init--some 12 feet high--& as |

count ég years old--with yell owi sh wood.

| saw 3 tupelos in the swanp each

about 1 foot in dianeter and all within

2 rods-- In those parts of the swanp

where the bushes were not so high

but that | could | ook over them -

| observed that the swanp was variously
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shaded or painted even--like a rug--
wi th the sober col ors running gradually
col ored
into each other--by the ~ recent shoots
whi ch grow densely

of various shrubs ~--as the red bl ue-
berry & the yell owi sh brown panni cled an-
dronmeda-- --& the dark brown or bl ackish
prinos verticillatus & the chokeberry &c
Stand on a level with those shrubs--you
could see that these colors were only
a foot or so deep--, ac. to the length
of the shoots. So too oftener would the
forests appear if we oftener stood
above them

How often vegetation is either yellow or
red--as the buds of the swanp pink--the
| eaves of the pitcher plant--& &c & to day |
noti ce yell owgreen recent shoots of high
bl ueberry.

nserved a coarse dense-headed grass in
t he neadow at Stows O d Swanp |ot.

What did the birds do for horse {here}” fornerly!
/1 Feb. 14 about 1 inch of snow falls--
Feb 15th

To Canbridge & Boston

Saw at a nenagerie--a Canada Lynx
--said to have been taken at the White ms
It |ooked much like a nonstrous Gray Cat
standing on stilts with its tail cut clean™ to

5 inches--a tuft of hair {at—+he} on each

ear & a muffler (or ruff) under the throat.

 perhaps T intended “hair”?
1906 has “down”
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Feb. 18th
I find Walden ice to be 9 1/2+ inches thick--
havi ng gained 3 1/2 inches since the 8th ult.

The rubus hi spi dus (senpervirens of Big)

is truly evergreen. There has been so little
snow this winter that | have noticed it the
nore--red-glossy--& as it were, plaited.

| see the ice--3 inches thick--heaved up
| enth-wi se 18 inches or nmore in hight--
near the shore--yet where the water is too
deep for the bottomto have been heaved--
as if some steam had heaved it.

At Brister’s further spring--the water,
which trickles up in various directions
between & around little mounds of green
grass half frozen--when it reaches
the nore nobssy ground runs often between
2 perpendicular walls of ice, as at the
bott om of a cafion, the top of these
perfectly square edged bank being covered
with the snow that magically covered
t he ground--(otherw se undi sturbed) &
ext endi ng several feet on each side at
the sane level. These icy cliffs are of
a loose crystalline conposition--with
many parallel horizontal seans--
as if built up-- | suppose that
the water flows just under the noss--&

freezing heaves it one stage--then the
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next ni ght, perchance, new water flow ng
//under neath, heaves the whol e anot her

stage & so on steadily lifting it up.

Far fromhere | see The surface of reeds & nud lifted up in |ike nmanner where there

or ril
Geo. Mnott tells ne that he

when young used often to go to a store
by the side of where Bigelow s Tavern was
& kept by Ephrai m Jones-- The Goodknow
store. That was prob. the one kept
by ny old trader. Told nme how Carey
who was a slave to a nan who I|ived

Whittaker——beteve Wit ney
wher e Hawt horne owns “--the sanme house

who was chopping in the yard
before the revolution--ran of f one Sunday- -

i's no can
but a puddle

on

Whittaker’ s’ boy threw snowballs at himthe day before & finally C» threw his

& Wsaid he was an ugly nigger--& he must put himin jail--
was pursued by the neighbors & hid hinself

in the river up to his neck till night
acr oss

fall just beyond the great fetds nead-

ows. He ran thro’ Gowi ng’s swanp--

& cane back that night to a Ms Cogs-

wel | who Iived where Charles Davis does

& got sonmething to eat--then cleared

far away--enlisted--& was freed as

a soldier after the war. He may have

been 20 years old when stolen from Africa

left--a wife & one child there.

Used to say that he went hone to Africa

in the night & came back again in the

norni ng--i.e. he dreaned of hone.

Lived to be old. Called Thanksgi ving

“Tom Ki ver”

2. T probably nmeans “VWitney’'s,” as his correction on line 14 inplies

axe at

him
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Feb 19th 58
Col dest norning this winter by our therm
3°--at 7 1/2
The traveller is defended & callused--
he deals with surfaces--has a great
coat on-- But he who stays at hone
& wites about honely things--gives us
naked & tender thoughts & sentinents.
Feb. 20th
Snows all day. The npbst wintry day
of the winter-- Yet not nmore than 3 inches
on a level is fallen
We hear the names of the worthies of
Concord--Squire Cumings™ & the rest--
but the poor slave Casey seenms to have
lived a nore adventurous life than any
of them - Squire Cumi ngs probably never had
torun for his Ilife on the plains of Concord.
Feb. 28tk 24th
Pmteo—\Waite—Ponrd-- | see at Mnott
Pratt’s Rhodora in bloomin a pitcher
wi th water androneda. Went through
that long swanmp N. E. of Brook’s neadow.
Interesting & peculiar wetter clunps
or masses of panicl ed androneda
uni formy
with light brown stens topped » with
very distinct yell ow brown recent

shoots 10 or 12 inches long with mnute

red buds sl eeping close along them

7 1906 has “Cuming,” but the “s” is conspicuous in the M5

11

11
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This uniformty in such nasses gives a pleasing

tinge to the swanp's surface-- Wol esone
colors which wear well-- | see quite
a nunber of enperor noth coccoons
attached to this shrub--some hung round
with a | oose mass of | eaves as big as ny
2 fists-- What art in the red-eye
to make these 2 adjacent maple
twigs serve for the rimof its pensi
basket--in weaving them Surely it
finds a place for itself in Nature
between the 2 twigs of a maple.

On the side of the meadow noraine just
N of the boulder field--1 see barberry
bushes 3 inches in diameter & 10 ft high
What a surprising color this wood has. It
splits & splinters very nuch when | bend it.
| cut a cane & shaving off the outer bark
--it is of inperial yellow-as if painted--
fit for a Chinese Mandarine--

Feb 25th

/1 Ice at Walden 11 inches thick & very soggy

sinking to a level with the water--though there

is but atrifling quantity of snow on it.
Does it not commonly begin to be soggy even
thus early & thick? sinking deeper. | hear
of sudden openings in ponds--as at Cochitu
ate--this year--

Feb. 27th

Amto HIl--
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The hedges on the hill are all--cut off--
The journals think they cannot say too much
on inprovenments in husbandry--it is a

safe thenme--like piety. But for ne--

as for sone of these farms--brushed up--

a nodel farm | had as lief see a

patent churn & a man turning it. It

is sinply a place where sonebody is naking

nmoney.
| see a snow bunting though it is pleasant
& warm -
Feb. 28th
Pmto Wite Pond-- | see 24 cones brought

t oget her under one pitch-pine in a field--
evidently gnawed off by a squirrel--but not
opened. Rice says he saw a whistler (?) duck
to day. % v before account of winter}%

Mar 2 1st™

The di vergent open capsules (?) of the rhodora--

yel l owi sh brown are quite interesting when
the rain falls on them W have just had

a winter with absolutely no sl eighing, which

| do not find that any one distinctly renenbers
the like of-- It nay have been as warm before
--but with nmore snow. It was wonderfully
warm & pl easant--up to the 10th of Febru-

ary--& since then the greatest degree of

The ground has been partially covered or whitened only since the 20th

cold I have heard of was 4°~It has
been an excellent winter for walking in

t he swanp--or wal ki ng any where--

““1" witten over “2”

11
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& for |unmbering operations in Mine--
t here being not too much snow -& yet
the swanmp &c frozen there.
Mar 2nd
Snowed | ast night & this norning--
//about 7 inches deep--much nore than
during the winter--the first truly wintry
| ooki ng day so far as snow i s concerned.
but the snow is quite soft or damp--
| odging in perpendicular walls on the
linmbs--white on black. But it is as
yet neither wheeling nor sleighing--the
ground bei ng nuddy.

I renenber to have seen these’™ wood |ots
being cut this winter-- Alittle on the N SW
edge of R W E Pinnacle.-- Stows
up to E end of Cold pool. N. W corner of Gow ngs
next great Fields & Moore--an acre or nore
of the SWpart of the Dennis swanmp by RR--
Cyrus Hosners S. W of Desert--& Wof Marlboro
Road- - except N part of |ast.

I wal k through the Col burn Farm
pi ne woods by RR--& thence to Rear of
John Hosners-- See a large flock--

/1 of snow buntings--the Wite-birds of
the winter--rejoicing in the snow -
| stand near a flock in an open field--
They are trotting about briskly over the snow
am d the weeds--ap pig weed & Roman wor m wood

--as it were to keep their toes warm-hoppi ng

> Appears to be underlined in penci
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up to the weeds-- Then they restlessly take to
Wi ng again & as they wheel about one

--it is a very rich sight to see them dressed
in black & white uniforms--alternate

bl ack & white very distinct & regular--

Per haps no colors would be nore effective

above the snow -black tips (considerably nore) to

Wi ngs then clear white between this and the
back--which is black or very dark again.
One wonders if they are aware what a
pl easi ng uni f orm appear ance they
make when they show their backs
t hus-- They alight again equally near

Their track is much like a snall
crow s track--showing a long heel--&
furrowi ng the snow between with their toes.

The | ast new journal thinks
that it is very liberal--nay bold, but
it dares not publish a child s thought
on inportant subjects--such as life &
death & good books. It requires the
sanction of the divines just as surely as the
tamest journal does. If it had been pub-
lished at the tine of the fanous dis-
pute between Christ & the doctors it
woul d have published only the opinions
of the doctors & suppressed Christ’s.
There is no need of a law to check the
i cense

freedom of the press-- It is |aw enough--&

nore than enough--to itself. Virtually,
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1 the community have come together &

2 agreed what things shall be uttered--

3 --have agreed on a platform-& to

4 excomruni cate hi m who departs from

5 it--and not one in a thousand dares

6 utter anything else. There are plenty of

7 journals brave enough to say what they

8 t hi nk about the governnent--this being

9 a free one--but | know of none wi dely

10 circulated or well conducted--that does

11 say what it thinks about the Sunday

12 or the bible. They have been bri bed

13 to keep dark. They are in the service of hy-
14 pocri sy.

15 Mar. % 4th Therm 14° this norn.
16 //

17 & this makes decent sleighing of the other-
18 wi se soft snow.

19 Fat her Rales’ dictionary of the Abnapk
20 Language--anounts to a very concentrated

21 nat .

22 and trustworthy ~ history of that peopl e--though
23 it was not conpleted. What they have a word
24 for they have a thing for. A traveller may
25 tell us that he thinks they used a

26 pare-vent 5--or built their colums in a cer-
27 tain form-or soaked their seed corn in

28 wat er--or had no beard & &c but when

29 one gives us their word for these things--
30 that is a clincher

31 the question is setled.” Let us know which
32 words they had & how they used them

® Index card stapled to M5 copy:
March 4, 1858
“pavenent” (1906, p. 290) is a msreading for “parevent” [w nd-guard]
-appears in Father Rasle’s dictionary
(information from Bob Sayre, 5/9/74)
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& one can infer a

| exi cogr apher not

nost all the rest. The

only says that a

certain people have or do a certain thing

but, being evident

ly a disinterested party--

it may be allowed that he brings sufficient

evi dence to prove

it. He does not so nuch assert

as exhibit. He has no transient or private pur-

pose to serve.

The snow balls particularly when, as now, cold

weat her cones after a Danp snow has fallen on

muddy ground--& it

| grow so fast & am so wei ghed down & hi ndered that

f
freezi ng above.

Went to hear
Mung- - sonebody

is soft beneath while just

have to stop
continually & | ook

or a rock where I may kick off these newy acquired heels & soles.

Mar 5

a Chi ppeway Indian, a

Doctor ~--(assisted by a Penobscot, who said

not hi ng.) He nade

t he audi ence

 augh unintentionally by putting an

and al
mafter the word t

nost after this word al one
00 277 whi ch he brought

in continually ~"& unnecessarily--enpha-

sising & prolonging that sound as

"They carried them hone too —-a-h”"

as if it were a necessity for bringing

in so much of the
to his

I ndi an | anguage
or gans

for arelief--~ or a compensation

for “twisting his jaws about” as he said

in his attenpts to speak English--

so Polis & the Penobscots--continually

put the umor emt

as padlumlittlum

0 our words.

&c There was

" Caret struck through twi ce.

8 carated materia

appears in line 22
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so much of unsubdued I ndi an
accent resoundi ng through his speech
so much of the bow arrow tang-- | have
no doubt it was a great relief to him
& seemed the word best pronounced.
He thought his ancestors cane from
Asi a--& was sure that Bhering's Strait
was no obstacl e--since Indians or his
tribe cross Lake Huron™ & Superior in
birch bark canoes. Thought | ndi ans
m ght be Jews because of a simlarity
of custons-- Wien a party of his
warriors which to tell an advanced
conceal ed
party ~ in 28 a dangerous position to retreat
t hey shoot an arrow cl ose past them -
if to stay they shoot an arrow over
exactly
their heads--& ™ this he declared the Jews
did. | inferred fromhis statement that
the totem (a deer in his case) takes
the place of the sirnane with us. for
he said that his {pest} children would
have the same totem He did not use this
word. -- Said they had a secret
paternity |ike the masoni c--by which
t hey knew & befriended nmenbers anywhere--
Had some ornanments of snake skins
4 or 6 inch broad with a bead edgi ng--broad belts--
A worn di agonal ly across the breast--
or for a garter--or for a very large & broad

string hands® to a bag, passing round the

neck--al so an otter skin pouch-

™ Possibly "Huron"?
8 Caret that’s been crossed out

8 Looks like "handle" with the "d" and "I" forned together
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The bead left {on} was evidently very conveni ent
as well as inportant--to hold it when caught
under the belt-- It was thus very quickly re-
turned to its place. Had head feet & all

Had on an eagl e-feather cap--i.e. a

bl ack
band with long » eagles feathers {strand}® from
it--this not worn every day-- A buffalo
bl anket

skin » worked wi th porcupine quills--

Showed the cradle-- The nmother cuts a
notch in the lower end for each day that passes
& one at the top for each nmoon. If it

falls into the water it floats on this--

said the first poetry nade at Pl ynouths--

was suggested by the sight of this cradl e sw nging

of
froma tree. viz Rock a by baby &c

Exhi bited very handsone birch-bark

trays--ornanented with noose hair in-
in the false bottom & side

wor ked ™ representing strawberries & -very well-- Only

the white hair was not dyed. These were

made wi t hout communi cation with the whites--
The place the feet of the child in

the cradl e straight or as they woul d have

them- Ind. step with the feet straight

but whites who toe out--seemto have

no use for any toes but the great

one in wal king. Ind. woven{s} are brought

up to toe in-- It is inproper for themto

t hrough a bl ow gun
toe out. Shot smmll arrows very

strai ght at an apple arod of f-l odgi ng

themall in it-- The gun was of el der

82 Possibly "stand"
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up the bl anket.

with the pith out about six feet |ong,
The arrows quite slender of hard wood
with a large & dense cylindrical mass
of eemrer thistle down at what is Com®
noney the feathered end.

The Penobscot who chanced to be Joe
Pholis brother, told me that the She-cor-
way of the naine | akes was the Shell -
drake & that when they call out
the noose at night they initate® the
voi ce of the Cow npose-- That of the

bull is very different.

The former carried the cradle | ow down on

his back with a strap round his head--& showed

how t he not her eeutd had both hands
free & could chop wood & with her infant
on her back-- The sane bl anket covered

both if necessary--& the child was prevented

from bei ng snot hered® by the bow over its face hol ding
He regretted that their marriage custons

were not so good as ours--that they did not choose
for thenmsel ves but their parents for them

We read the English poets--we study
bot any & zool ogy--& Ceol ogy--1 ean
an dry as they are--& it is rare that we
get a new suggestion-- It is ebb tide with
the scientifi® reports Prof-- in the chair

we woul d fain know sonet hi ng nore about

these st animals & stones & trees around us.

We are ready to skin the animals alive

to cone at them Qur scientific nanes

8 Possibly altered "Commonl y"
8 Stray mark after “imitate’?

8 Not sure what word was written before it was changed to “smothered” only that it might have ended with “isly”

8 Possibly "scientific"
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convey a {very} partial information only--
t hey suggest certain thoughts only--

It does not occur to ne that there are

ot her nanes for nost of these objects

gi ven by a people who stand between

nme & them-who had better senses than

our race-- How little |I know of that
arbor-vitae--when | have | earned only what

science can tell nme®-- It is but a word
tree

It is {not} a thing of life-- But there are

20 words for the tree & its different parts which

t he I ndi an gave--which are not in our
nor e
bot ani es--which inploy® a ~ practica

& vital science. He used it every day--

He was well acquainted with its wod--& its

bark--& its | eaves. No science does
nore than arrange what know edge

we have of any class of objects-- But
general | y speaki ng how nuch nore con-
versant was the Indian with any wld
ani mal or plant than we are--and in
his language is inmplied all that

intimacy as much as ours is expressed in

How many words in our |anguage about the noose--or birch bark!

our | anguage-- ~ The I ndi an stood

nearer to wild-nature than we. The wi | dest
A& nobl est
Aquadr upeds--even the | argest fresh water

fishes Sonme of the wi | dest & nobl est birds--

actual ly
& the fairest-fl owers--have ® receded

as we advanced--& we have but the

8 Possibly "one"
8 Possibly "inplay" or "inpley"

& The |ike

107



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
19
20
21
22
23
24
26
27
28
29
30
31

nost di stant know edge of them -
a runmor has conme down to us that
the skin of a lion was seen & his
roar heard here by an early settler--
But there was a race here that slept on
his skin. It was a new |ight when
nmy gui de gave ne | ndian nanes for
things, for which | had only scientific
ones before. In proportion as | under-
stood the | anguage | saw t hem from
a new point of view.

A dictionary of the Ind. |anguage reveals
an other & wholly new life to us-- Look
at the wood Canoe--& see what a story
it tells of out-door life--with the nanes
of all its parts & nodes of {using} it--
as our words describing the different parts
% & 1% % } %
%% of a crack--9%9%"° or at the word wi gwam &
see how close it brings you to the ground--
or Indian Corn & see which race was®
nost famliar with it.-- It reveals
tome alife within alife--or rather a
life without a life--as it were threading
t he words between our town:fkgl& yet we can
never tread in its trail. The Indians’
earthly life was as far off fromus
as heaven is.

| saw yesterday a musquash sitting

on thin ice on the Assabet by a hole

8 Cannot read interlineation
0“was” written over another word
Nine fromcaret to stil
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which it had kept open--gnawing a white
nut-- Now & then it would dive & bring up nore
| waited for it to dive again--that | might
run nearer to it neanwhile--but it sat 10
mnutes all wet in the freezing wind while

& ears
ny feet » grew numb--so tough it is--
but at last | got quite near-- \Wen
| frightened it--it dove with a sudden
slap of its tail-- | feel pretty {sure}® that
this is an involuntary novenent--the tai
by the the sudden turn of the body being brought
down on the water or ice |ike a whip-Iash.

Mar 6t h

PmUp river onice to F. H Pond--
The river is frozen nmore solidly than during
the past winter--& for the fist time for

a year | could cross it in nost places--

I did not once cross it the past w nter
t hough by choosing a safe place | might
have done so w t hout doubt once or 2ce--
But | have had no river wal ks before--
or hawk of any kind

| see the first hen hawk ” nethinks since
t he beginning of winter-- Its screameven is
in spring as the voice of a spring bird.

That |ight spongey bark about the base of
t he Nesaea appears to be good tinber. | have
only to touch one end to a coal--& it all burns up

slowy w thout blazing in whatever position held--

& even after being dipped in water.

%2 Possibly “shere”

11

11
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Mar 7th

Wal king by the river this pm-it being
hal f open--& the waves running pretty high--
t he bl ack waves--yell owi sh where they break over
ice-- | inhale a fresh neadowy spring
odor fromthemwhich is a little exciting.
It is like the fragrance of tea to an
ol d tea-drinker--

Mar 8t h

went to a concert of instrunent{al}® nusic
this evening. The imtations of the horn & the
echo by the violincello--were very good-- --
but the rounds of the clarionet were the
nost liquid & nel odious-- It is a powerful
instrument & filled the hall--realizing
ny i dea of the {shep} shepherd’ s pipe--
It was a conduit of gurgling nel ody--
but it apparently required a great effort
of the lungs. Its sounds entered every
cranny of the hall & filled it to repletion
with sweet l[iquid nelody. There was
no squeaking no jarring string--no fuzzy
breathing--no rattling stops--but pure
nel ody--flowing in its ewx invisible &
i npapabl e®** channel s.

Mar 9th about 3 inches nore

of snow fell last night--which added to about

/15 of the old--makes 8 or nore than before

wHthin since | ast spring--Pretty good sl eighing.

9 Suffix possibly "al", "or",
% Possible misspelling of “impalpable”?

ors-, er , or

ers
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The state commonly grants® a tract of
forest to nmake®® an acadeny out of--but
the groves of the academnmy are strai ghtway cut
down--& that institution is built of t+he its
lunber--its coarsest & | east val uable
part-- And as for the public domains
i f any body neglected his civil duties during
the last war--he is priveleged to cut &
stash these--he is |l et | oose against the
wel | - behaved trees--as if the liberty he
had defended was derived fromliber bark
& nmeant the liberty to bark the trees--
Mar 14t h- -

Pm1 see a{n} F. hiemalis-the first bird /1
per chance- -unl ess one hawk--which is an
evi dence of spring--though they |ingered
with us the past unusual w nter at |east
till the 19th of January-- they are now getting

summer

back earlier than our permanent ” residents--
It flits past with a rattling or grating chip--
showing its 2 white tail feathers--

The sl ei ghi ng which began the 4th of
March is now about done. The only sl eighing /1
since the winter of 56-7

| hear that many cherry birds have been /1
seen-- | think | have seen nmany nore
tracks of skunks within 2 or 3 weeks than
all the winter before--as if if they were partially

dormant here in the winter--& cane out

% Uncl ear, but appears to be "grants"
% "to nake" possibly altered or witten over sonething el se
7 Looks like “winte”
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very early--i.e. perhaps sone of them
are nmore or | ess dormant.
Mar. 16th

Pmto Conantum A thick m st--
spiriting away the snow - very bad wal ki ng.

This fog is one of the first decidedly spring

signs--al so the withered grass bedewed

by it--& wetting nmy feet-- A still--foggy--

& rather warmday. | heard this norning

al so quite a steady warbling fromtree sparrows

on the dripping bushes--& that peculiar draw ing
heni sh

note of a hen--who has this » way of expressing

her content at the sight of bare ground &

mld weather-- The crowi ng of cocks & the

cawi ng of crows tell the same story. The

ice is soggy & dangerous to be wal ked on--

How conversant the Indian who |ived®®
out of doors--who lay on the ground
must have been with--nmouse ear |eaves--
pi ne needl es--nobsses & |ichens which
formthe crust of the earth-- No doubt
he had nanmes accordi ngly for many things
for which we have no popul ar names.

I walk in nmuddy fields--hearing the tinkling
of newborn rills. Wen the nelted snow has
made a swift rill in the rut of a cart path
flowi ng over an icy bottom & between icy banks--
| see just belowa little fall of one ich®-

a circular mass of foam or white bubbles nearly

% Stray mark or underlining under "lived"
% Possibly "inch"
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2 inches in dianeter--slowy revol ving--but never
noving off--the swift streamat the fall appears
to strike one side, as it mght the side of a
wat er wheel --& so cause!® it to revol ve--but

& 1/ 2 inch distant

in the angle between this & the fall ”~ is another
i ndividually |arger & nore evanescent

circle of bubbles ~ only 1//2 inch in dianeter--revolving

very rapidly in the appropriate direction-- The | aws
perchance by which the world was made &
ac. to which the systems revolve--are seen in
full operation in arill of nmelted snow.
March 17 58
Hear the 1st bl uebird.
Pmto the hill--
with a S. or SWwind

A remar kably warm & pl easant day ~--but
still very bad wal ki ng--the frost coming out &
the snow that was left going off. The air is ful
of blue-birds-- | hear themfar & near on all sides
of the hill--warbling in the tree tops--though | do
not distinctly see them -

| stand by the well at the eastbase of the
hill--1ooking over the al der neadow -l ately cut
off-- | ampeculiarly attracted by its red-brown
maze--seen in this bright sun & mld S W
wind-- It has expression in it as a famliar
freckled face-- Methinks it is abut waking
up--though it still slunbers-- See the stil
snooth pools of water in its mdst al npst
free fromice-- | seemto hear the sound of

the water soaking into it--as it were its voice.

100¢ec” in “cause” witten over sonething el se
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We nust not expect it to bl ow
warmlong at a tine--even today
net hi nks these are cool veins in the
air--as if some puffs cane over snow &
ice & others not--like the nmeat which
consisted alternately of a streak of fat &
a streak of bean.

| sit on the bank at the henl ocks--

& watch the great white cakes of ice

going swiftly by-- now one strikes a rock--

& swings round in an eddy-- They bear

on themthe wecks & refuse of the shore where

t hey have fornmed

Even the shad is agreeable to day.
You hear the buzzing of a fly fromtine to
time & see the black speck zig zag
by- -

Ah--there is the note of the first
flicker--a prolonged nonot onous- -
Wi ck--w ck--wi ck--w ck--wi ck wick &c

or, if you please, quick gquick-—
N heard far over & through the dry

| eaves-- But how that single sound

& enriches
peoples ~ all the woods & fields--
They are no | onger the sane woods &
fields that they were--. This note really
qui ckens what was dead-- It seened to put
alife into--withered grass & | eaves--&
bare tw gs--& hence forth the days

shall not be as they have been-- It

is as when a fanmi|ly--your neighbors--re-
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turn to an enpty house--after a | ong absence--
& you hear the cheerful hum of voices--
& the | augh of children--& see the smoke
fromthe kitchen fire. The doors are thrown
open--& children go scream ng through the
hall -- So the flicker dashed through
the mles of the grove--throws up a w ndow
here & cackles out it--& then there--
airing the house-- It makes its voice sing
up stairs & down stairs--& so as it were
fits it for its habitation & ours & takes
possession-- It is as good as a housewar m ng
to all nature-- Now | hear & see him
| ouder & nearer on the top of the Long-
armed white oak--sitting very upright as
is their wont--as it were calling for
some of his kind that may al so have
arrived.

As usual | have seen for some weeks
on the ice these peculiar (perla?) insects
with long wings & 2 tails--

The withered vegetation--seed vessels of

all kinds &c--are peculiarly handsone

now havi ng been renmarkably well preserved!® the

past wi nter--{on} ac--of the absence of snow -
How i ndul dent is nature--to give to a
few conmmon pl ants--1ike checkerberry

This aromatic flavor to relieve the

Perhaps | am nost {sensibl e} of
general insipidity! the presence of these plants when
the ground is 1st drying at this season--& they cone fairly out..1?

--al so nouse-ear & pyrola

101 Stray mark above the “v” in “preserved”?
102second period might be a blotch

11

115



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

29
30
31

Sitting under the handsome
scarl et oak beyond the hill-- 1 hear
a faint note far in the wood which
rem nds ne of the robin-- again | hear
[lit, it is he-' --an occasional peep--
These notes of the earliest birds seem
toinvite forth vegetati on--no doubt, the
pl ants concealed in the earth hear them
& rejoice-- They wait for this assurance.
Now | hear when passing the S side of
the hill--or first when threading the
mapl e swamp far Wof it the tchuck
tchuck of a black-bird & after--a
/1distinct conqueree So it is a red-w ng?
Thus these 4 species of birds have
all come in one day--no doubt to al-
nost all parts of the town--
Mar. 18th
7 Am by River-- Al npst every bush has
/lits song sparrow this norning & their tinkling
strains are heard on all sides-- You see them
j ust hopping under the bush or into sone other
turning with a jerk this way & that
as you go by ~--or they flit away just above
t he ground which they resenble. It is the
prettiest strain | have heard yet. Melvin
for all day
is already out in his boat”--with his
white hound in the prow-bound up the

river for nusquash &c--but the river

is hardly high enough to drive them out.

103y ght be a bl otch

104 Whatever word was here 1st used to end in an “e” and it almost looks like “ai” has been written over orig. word

covert
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Pmto F. H H Il via Hub's Bath--

How much nore habitable a few birds
make the fields! At the end of winter
when the fields are bare--and there is nothing
to relieve the monotony of the wthered
vegetation, our life seens reduced to its | owest
terms-- But let a bluebird cone &
war bl e over them & what a change!

The note of the first blue-bird in the air--
answers to the purling rill of nelted snow
beneath-- It is eminently soft & soothing--&
as surely as the thernoneter indicates a higher
tenmperature-- It is the accent of the South w nd.--
its vernacular-- It is nodulated by the S. w nd

The song sparrow is nmore sprightly--mingling
its notes with the rustling of the brash al ong
the water sides-- --but it is at the same
time nore terrene than the blue-bird--.

The first woodpecker comes screaming into
the enpty house--& throws open doors &
wi ndows wi de--calling out each of them
to |l et the neighbors know of its return--

But heard further off it is very suggestive

i nef fabl e

of ™ associ ati ons which cannot be distinctly
of | ong-drawn sumrer hours

recalled--~ & thus it also has the affect of

nusic. | was not aware that the capacity

to hear the woodpecker had slunbered within

nme so | ong.

VWen the bl ack-bird gets to a conqueree

he seens to be dreami ng of the sprags
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that are to be & on which he is to perch--
The robin does not come singing--

but utters a sonewhat anxious or

i nquisitive peep at first--

The Song sparrow is i medi ately nost at

hone of any that | have naned--

| see this p.m as nmany as a dozen

bl uebi rds on the warm si de of a

wood. 195

At Hubbards shore--where a strong but

warm westerly wind is bl ow ng--the shore

is lined for half a rod in width with pul verised

ice or "brash" driven against it
At Potter’s sand hill (Bear Garden) |

on the SE side of the blue curls very dis-

tinct & regular arcs of circl{——%es (about

1/3 of a circle) scored deep in the sand
by the tops of these weeds which have been

bl own about by the w nd--& these marks

show very surely & plainly how the wi nd has

see

been bl owing & with what force--& fl ow ness®

The rather warm but strong wi nd now
roars in the wood--(as in the maple
swanp) with a novel sound-- | doubt
if the same is ever heard in the wnter
It apparently comes at this season, not!%
only to dry the earth--but to wake up
the trees, as it were,--as one would wake

a sleeping man with a smart shake

105 possibly "word"
1061906 has “fl awi ness” but the third letter
07 Uncl ear "not"

| ooks |i ke an

(0]

with stray marks
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Per chance they need to be thus wung & tw sted
& their sap flows the sooner for it--

Perfectly dry!'® sand even is sonething at-
tractive now-& | amtenpted to tread on &

Skunks’ tracks are every where now
to touch it--as a curiosity-- on the sand & the little snow that
cl ose by

The river is still covered with ice at Cardi-
so Melvin nust have stopped here at |east--
nal shore--~ but there is a crescent of "brash"
t here which the waves bl own upstream
have nade hal f a dozen rods wide-- It is

t he

even blown a rod onto ” solid ice. The noise
made by this brash undul ating & grating
upon itself--at a little distance is very much
like the rustling of a wi nnow of |eaves dis-
turbed by the winds--A little further off--
It is not to be distinguished fromthe roar of the
wind in the wods--

Each new year is a surprise to us-- W find that

virtually
we had ~ forgotten the note of each bird--&
when we hear it again--it is remenbered |ike a
dream -rem ndi ng us of a previous state of
exi stence. How happens it that the associa-
tions they it awakens are al ways pl easi ng--
never saddeni ng--rem ni scences of our sanest
hours? The voic{e} of nature is al ways encouraging. --

prob. grackle this tine
The black bird ~ sings his way direct above
nor t hwar d & carrier haste

the swanp--~ with a regular Tchuck "--
calling the sumer nonths along, |ike

a hen her chickens.

VWen | get 2/3 up the hill, | 1ook round

1% Word corrected to “dry” (“a” or “0” crossed out between “r” and “y”)

is left--
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and am for the hundredth tine sur-
prised by the | andscape--of the river valley--
with its distant blue-scolloped river
& the horizon. ~ It is a spring | andscape--
& as inpossible a fortnight ago, as the song
of birds-- It is a deeper & warner blue than
in winter--nmethinks--. The snow is off the
ms, which seemeven to have cone again like
the birds-- The undulating river is a bright
sharp edged retained by the willows
bl ue channel between " shores of ice "'%-- The w nd
bl ows strong but warmfrom W by north, so that
| have to hold ny paper tight while | wite this--
maki ng the copses creak & roar--but the sharp
tinkle of a song sparrow is heard through it
all. But ah! the needl es of the pine,
as | 1 ook down over the Hol den wood & westward
%how t hey shine! ~ Every third tree is lit with
the nost subdued but clear etherial |ight--
as if it were the nost delicate frost work
in awnter norning--reflecting no heat but
only light-- And as they rock & wave in the
strong wind even a mle off--the |ight
courses up & down them as over a field of
grain--i.e. they are alternately light & dark

--like | oons above the forest--when the

shuttle is thrown between the |ight woof & the

{weaving} a light article spring goods for Nature to wear.

dark web-- ~ At sight of this ny spirit
islikealit tree. It runs or flashes over
their parallel boughs as when you play

with the teeth of a conmb-- The pine tops

wave |ike squirrels’ tails flashing in the air

Not only osiers--but pine needl es nethinks

109 yertical line drawn fromcaret to insertion
110 might be marginal mark in pencil in left margin
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Anacreon noticed the sane

shine in the spring--& arrow heads--& RR rails— "1 & &c.

--Is it not the higher sun--& cleansed air--& greater
There is a warner red to the | eaves of
ani mati on of nature? The Shrub oak & to the tai

circling over them-
I sit onthe cliff, & look toward Sudbury--

| see its neeting houses & its comon--& its

fields lie but little beyond ny ordinary wal k- -

but | never played on its comopn nor read the

epitaphs in its grave yard--& nmany strangers
to me dwell there-- How distant in al

i nportant senses nay be the town which

We see beyond our ordinary wal ks & thoughts
yet is within sight! ~-- Wth a glass | mght

perchance read the tine on its cl ock-- How
circunscri bed are our wal ks after all--!
Wth the utnost industry we cannot ex-

pect to know well an area nore than 6 mles

to be acquainted with Siberia & Africa!

square--& yet we pretend to be travellers—

Going by the epigae on F. H Hill--I

t hought | would follow down the shallow gully

t hrough the woods fromit--that | m ght

find nmore or sonmething el se-- There was an abundance

of checkerberry--as if it were a peculiar locality

for shrubby evergreens
N At first the checkerberry was green, but

| ow down the hill it was suddenly becane
like a different plant

dark red--~ as if it had been nore subject

to frost there-- It being nore frosty | ower

down-- \Where it was nost turned, that part

of a | eaf which was protected by anot her

overlapping it was still pure bright green

maki ng a pretty contrast when you lifted it.

{8} or 102 rods off | noticed an evergreen

ine fromcaret to insertion

12 pifficult to read, but phrase appears to be "8 or 10"

of the hawk
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shrub with the aspect or habit of

growm h of the juniper--but as it was

in the woods--1 already suspected it to

al ready strongly budded to

it proved--the Anerican Yew

bl oom- This is

a Capital discovery-- | have thus found the | edum

& the Taxus this winter & a new |locality of

t he epi gaea—

Mar. 19th ’ 58

Pmto H Il & G ackle Swanp--

Anot her pl easant & warm day- - pai nt ed

ny boat this pm These spri
ap.
(as of the ™ waking up of t

ng i npressions

he nmeadow- - descri bed

day before yesterday {and} are not repeated the

same year--at least not wit

h the sane

force--for the next day the sane phenonenon

does not surprise us-- Qur

appetite has

lost its edge-- The other day the face of the

meadow wore a pecul i ar appearance, as if

it were beginning to wake up under the in-

fluence of the S. W wind & the warm sun- - but

it cannot again this year present precise-

Iy that appearance to me--

| have taken a step

forward to a new position & nust see some-

You perceive and are affected by, !'® changes too

thing el se. subtle to be described

| see little swarns of those fine fuzzy gnats

in the air-- | am behind the hem ocks-- It is

their wi ngs which are nost

they are in the sun--their

13comma may be a stray mark

conspi cuous, when

bodi es are conparatively
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smal | ** bl ack--& they have 2 Mourning pl unes
in their fronts-- Are not these the wi nter
gnat? They keep up a circulation in the air
sonetines a globular swarm2 feet or nore in dianeter--suggesting
li ke water bugs on the water-- They people a
how geni al & habitable the air is becone

portion of the other w se vacant air--being
ap. fond!® of the sunshine--in which they are
nost conspi cuous.

| hear turkey’ s gobble-- This too | suppose is /1
a spring sound. | hear a steady sigh of the
wind rising & swelling into a roar in the pines
which seens to tell of a long warmrain
to come--

| see a white pine which has borne fruit

4 in nunber
inits 9th year-- The cones ™ which are 7/8 of an
inch | ong have stens about 2 1/2 inches
so the stem prob. does not

| ong! --not yet curving down-- grow any nore.

Met Channi ng--& wal ked on {with} him
to what we will call G ackle Swanp

Those |ight yell ow {hypnuns}(?) l|ike sunlight on decaying | ogs
adnmirin the nossey ™ {jungernmannia}-|ike
{see} npbsses ready spread

Hear the phebe note of a chicadee /1

In the swanp see grackles--4 or 5- /1
their bead-eyes

with the Iigt® ring about eye-- ~ They utter only
those ineffectual split notes--no conqueree

M ght | not call that Hem ock Brook?

& the source of it Horse Skull Meadow?

Hear the pleasant chill-lill of the F. hiemalis /17

--the first time have heard this note--this too sug-
gests pl easant associ ati ons.

By the river see distinctly'® red w ngs--& hear /1

114 mark between small and bl ack mi ght be a hyphen

115 possibly “fon d”

116 T, prob. neant "light"?

117 sl ash marks are actually above the end of “hiemalis” on the M5 page
118 |Looks like “distinclly”
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t heir conqueree. They are not asso-

They are an age before their cousins--have attained to clearness & liquidity,--they

ciated with grackles -- | distinguish
are officers epaulletted--the others are rank & file
one even by its flight--hovering slowy
fromtree top to tree top as if ready to utter
its liquid notes-- Their whistle is very clear
& sharp while the grackles is ragged &
split.

It is a fine evening--as | stand on the

quite
bridge--the waters are * snpoth--very
little ice to be seen--the red wing & song
& a flock of tree sparrows is pleasantly warbling
sparrow are singing ®~ -- A new era has cone.
The {pta} red-wing’s gurgle er?® is heard
when snpoth wat ers begi n--they come
One or 2 boys are out trying their skiff--even like the

together. fuzzy gnats in the sun--and as often as one turns his boat round

on the snmooth surface the setting sun is reflected fromits side--

| feel reproach when | have spoken with
levity--when | have made a jest--of ny
own exi stence-- The makers have thus secured
seriousness & respect for their work in our
very organi zation-- The npst serious events have
their sost | udicrous respect--such as death--
but we cannot excuse ourselves when we
have taken this view of themonly-- It is
pardonabl e when we spurn the pro-
prieties--even the sanctities--making
t hem st eppi ng stones to sonething higher

Mar 20t h
Am by river--
The tree sparrow i s perhaps the sweetest &

nost nel odi ous warbl er at present--& for

sone days-- It is peculiar too for singing in

119 possibly "ee" or "ei"
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concert—'?%al ong t he hedge-rows--nuch |ike
a canary--especially in the nornings--

Very cl ear sweet nel odi ous notes--between
atwitter & a warble, of which it is hard® to
catch the strain--for you conmonly hear many
at once- -

The note of the F. hiemalis is a' or chill-lill
is ajingle--with also a {sharpe} & dryer crackling
or shuffling
AN chirp as it flits by--

| hear now at (7Am) fromthe hill across
the water--probably the note of a woodpecker

I know not what species-- Not that very early

{guah guah}?'? which |I have not heard this year--

Now first | hear a very short robin's song

Pmto Clematis Brook--

via Lee’s--with C
We cross the Depot field--which is fast becom ng
dry & hard. At Hubbard’s wall how handsone
the will ow catkins! those wonderfully bright
silvery buttons so regularly disposed in
oval schools in the air--or if you
pl ease a | ong'?* the seans ef—the which their
twi gs nake--in all degrees of forwardness
fromthe faintest-'?® --tiniest speck of silver
just peeping from beneath the bl ack scal es--

have thrown off their scaly coats--&

to lusty {pussies} which ~ show sonme redness at base
on a close inspection. These fixed swarns
of arctic buds

N spot the air very prettily along the hedges.

They remi nd ne sonewhat 26 of their brilliancy--of the

120dash m ght be cross for the “t”
121 Stray mark above “hard”?

122 Cannot tell if “is a” has been crossed out
125coul d be “grah grah” or “gnah gnah” (1906 has “gnah”)
124 pgss. “along” (Coy of MS is poor)

125Thi s dash m ght also be a t cross.

126 Stray mark or strikethrough between "sonmewhat" and

of
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snow fHakes flecks which are so bright by

contrast at this season when the sun is high

Is not this perhaps--the earliest nost obvious
They are greyish & not nearly so silvery a week or 10 days | ater when nore

expanded- - showi ng the dark scal es.

awakeni ng of vegetable life?

Farmer told me this Amthat he found a bay-

/Iwing s egg yesterday--dropped in a foot path!

| have not seen that

bird yet--

In |l ow grounds--we feel fromtine to tine

the icy crust in the soil sink beneath us.

127..put it is so dry--that we need no rubbers now
A small ant fallen on water--& sw mn ng
/1 A snal |l brown grass hopper junps in to {our}

brook at our approach & drifting down clings

to a stubble-- | see another just like it--

2 hours later-- W

ook into that poo

& adnmire the green weeds--water {purslain}(?) at the bottom
on the S side of Hubbards’ grove--~ There is

sl ow y nmovi ng al ong

in it near the bottom one of

% / % hose bashaws with 2 tails--in their case red tails

--somet hing devils’

needl e |i ke-- The whole pool is

full of a small gyrating insect-- | took up

froma weed within it, by a chance sweep of ny

hand, a minute bivalve clamlike shell hardly

1/20 of a inch long-- Yet this dries up in sumrer--

The ot her pool near

by within the woods is stil

s0ggy,
covered with black ”~ ice

The herbaceous pl ant have evidently suffered far

nore than usual the

past wonderfully mld

& snow |l ess winter--not only is there | ess green--as

in the fields--but even | ess at the bottons

of the pools & ditches.

2istray mark in left

mar gi n- - possi bly a hash mark
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The foul flanks of the cattle--rem nd
nme how early it is still in the spring--
On that sane tree by Conants’ orchard

| see a flock of cherry-birds--with that

alert chieftain-like |ook--& hear their seringo

note--as if may by their swift flight through

the air-- They have been seen a week or 2--

Fair Haven is still closed--near the open

wat er where the river is eating up into it

the ice is very black--even sooty here & there

fromthis point of view- You would not be-
lieve that nmere waterlogged ice could be so
bl ack-- You cannot now get onto it--

but you {—}'?® see the hol es which pickere
fishers cut in it a nmonth ago--

We go looking in vain for ducks--a
sem -riparial walk-- fromtimto tine
we are deceived a nonent by a {sh i ng}*?°
cake of ice on its edge at a distance--

We go al ong behind Lees | ooking up
over the Sudbury neadows-- | see a distant
roof at Round Hill. It is pleasant
when we see this--only the roof of
a house at a distance--a nere gray
scal e- -di anond shape agai nst the
side of a hill--while all the | ower part
is lost in shade-- It is nore interesting

than a full view

The river but yesterday was a bright blue

128 three or four-letter word that is crossed out
129 1t appears to be two words, but possibly "shining"
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artery--between strai ght edgi ns®*® of ice held by the
bushes--but beyond on each side was a cl ear
canal . {t} To day nost of this ice is {down}
drifted down the streamor blown across it--so {that}
often--the straight edge is presented to the
opposite neadow-& is at first sight un-
account abl e.
The wind shifts to east or SE but still its
rawness i s agreeable. As C says of the
wat er insect--we too come out of our shells in
the spring.-- Yes™ we take off our great coats--
I had noticed fromthe diff by Lees road--
an el evated sandy point above Pol e Brook
which | said nust be Indian ground--& wal ki ng
there I found a piece of a soap-stone pot.
In the sluice way of Pol e Brook--by the
road just beyond | found another kind of Ind. pot
It was an eel-pot(?) or creel--a wattled basket--
or w cker-work--nmade®® of willow osiers {ef} with
the bark on--very artfully-- It was about
4 {feet} long® & shaped thus-- About a dozen (or
{draw ng} Moore says that he used to find themin the
brooks when he was trout fishing stopping them
up so closely with sticks & stones on the sides that
a trout could pass--& he would cut them
fromend to end with his knife. 3
nore) willow sticks as {bid}*™ as { } finger--or |arger
being set small end down--in a circle in a
thin round board which made the bottom

& then smaller osiers interwoven at right

angle with them-close & firm- Another

130pr obably nmeant to be “edgi ngs” but there is no second
131 possibly "Yet"

132 Stray mark after “made™?

133 Stray mark through “I” in “long”?

34 This text lies to the right of drawing
135 pPossibly "big" (1906 has “big”)

gu

not
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funnel shaped basket--was secured wthin

t hi s--extendi ng about half way down {in it}?%--as

represented by the dotted lines--with a new opening

hardly 2 inches w de at the bottom-where only
a dozen sharper sticks approached each ot her
There was a square door in the board bottom

by which the fishes could be taken out-- This
was set in that sluice way--with the nouth

or broad end down stream all sunk beneath

the surface-- This fishes being now evidently.
runni ng up the brooks fromthe {p} river & ponds
the ice being nostly gone out of the neadows &
brooks. We raised this and found 8 or 10 smal
pickerel in it--the biggest a foot |ong--&

1 good sized perch. It was pleasant to find
that any were practising such {cunning} art

in the outskirts. | am not sure whether

this insertion is Indian--or derived from

our own ancestors-- Creel appears to be an

old English word-- But | have no doubt

that the Ind. used something very like this--

How much nore we m ght have | earned of the Aborigines

if they had not been so reserved-- Suppose they had

general |y becone the | aboring class anong

the whites--that any!¥ father had been a farnmer
& had an Indian for his hired nan--how many
abori gi nal ways we children should have

| earned fromthem It was very pleasant

to neet with this kind of textile--or basket

/11

M not has known themto be set for nusquash--& sonetinmes the nusquash gnaw out

{or if not drowned}?s®

1%6possi bly just “it”
137 Possibly "my"

138 |Interlined section is difficult to read, specifically the section enconpassed in

br aces
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in our wal k--to know that sone had |eisure
for other things than farm ng & town-neeting--
--& that®® they felt the spring influence in their
way. That man was not pitting fromthe State
He was neditating

pri son when he was weaving that creel. a snmall poem

in his way
It was equal to a successful stanza whose subject
was spring--

The fishes are going up the brooks--as they open--
they are dispersing thenmselves through the fields &
importing new life with them
woods-- " they are taking their places under the
shel vi ng banks--& in the dark swanps--
The water running down neets the fishes running up--
They hear the | atest news--
Spring--aroused fishes are running up our veins too--
Little fishes--are seeking the sources of the brooks
--seeking to dissemnate their principles-- Tal k about
a {revival} of religion! & business nmen's prayer
nmeetings! with which all the country goes mad
now - What if it were as true & whol esone
whi ch cane out of the sluggish waters--& run up the water toward their sources

arevival as the little fishes feel~! Al

nature revives at this season--with her it

isreally a newlife--but with these church

goers it is only a revival of religion or hypocrisy.
--they go down streamto still nuddier waters. It cheers
nme nore to behold the swarns of gnats whi ch have
revived in the spring sun. The fish lurks by the
nouth of its native brook--watching its oppor-
tunity to dart up the stream by the cakes of ice--

Do the fishes stay to hold prayer neetings in Fair

Haven Bay?--while sone nonstrous pike gul ps

139 possi bly "ot hers"
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privately or with its kindred spirits
t hem down--or is not rather {each} one ~ as soon as

possi ble stemming the current of its native {book}--
making its way to nore etherial water? burnishing
his scaly arnor--by his speed--oftimes running into osier
creels & finding its salvation there even--as in the dis-
charge of its duty--
No wonder we feel the spring influence--there is a
motion in the very ground under our feet--each ril
is peopled with her life rushing up it.
If a man do not revive with nature in the spring,
how shal |l he revive when a white-collared priest
prays for hinf
Smal | water bugs in Cenmatis brook— /1
We had turned in at the old mnot house-- W kept
on by Heron pool --& through the pitch pine wood
behi nd Bakes!*--down the path to Spani sh Brook--
& came out on to the RR at Wal den-- Channing
thought it was a suitably long stretch to wi nd
up with--1like one of our old Nashoba wal ks
so long drawn--& taxing our |egs so--in which
it seemed that the nearer you got to hone the
farther you had to go
That is a very handsonme descent by the path to
Spani sh Brook-- Seeing the path bel ow - bet ween
the trunks of the trees-- How inportant the
hem ock amid the pines for its darker & wlder
green!
W too are out obeying the sane law with
all nature-- Not |ess inportant are the observers of
the birds than the birds thensel ves.

At last | see a small straight flock of ducks /1

140 ooks 1i ke “book” but “brook” makes nore sense
141 “Bakers” ?
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going N. E. in the distance

In order that a house and grounds may
be picturesque & interesting in the highest
degree--they must suggest the idea of
necessity--proving the devotion of the builder--
not of luxury-- W need to see the honest &
naked life here & there protruding. Wat
is a fort without any foe before it--that
is not now sustaining & even | ess sustained
a {siege}!*?? The gentl| eman whose purse
is always full--who can neet all denands--
t hough he enpl oys the nost fanous ar-
tists can never nake a very interesting seat.
He does not carve from near enough to the
bone. No man is rich enough to keep a
poet in his pay.

Mar. 21st

Warmrain--April like--the first of
t he season--holding up fromtinme to tinme though
al ways conpl etely overcast

Pmto Mnisterial swanp--via Little
Ri ver. Standing by the nmud-hole in the swanp

I hear the pl easant phebee!*® note of the

of a
Chi cadee-- It is methinks the nost ~ wilder-
ness note of any yet-- It {p} is peculiarly

interesting that this {which} is one of our
Wi nter birds al so--should have a note
with which to wel cone the spring

Standi ng by that pool, it is pleasant to

¥2coul d be “seize” or “seize” or “seige” but “siege”

143 possi bly "phebe"

makes the nost sense
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see the dinples made on its smooth surface--
after by the big drops after the rain has held

up a quarter of an hour--

The skunk cabbage at Clam Shell is /1
sheddi ng poll en
well out”-- It is evident that the date of

its flowering is very fluctuating--ac. to the
condition in which the wi nte! | eaves the crust of
t he neadow.
This first spring rain is very agreeable-- | |ove
to hear the pattering of the drops on ny unbrella
al so Yhel ps%
& | love ™ the wet scent of the unbrella-- It "~ takes
the remaining frost out & settles the ways--
but there is yet frost & ice in nmeadows & swanps.
Mar 22d
Pm Launch ny boat. /1
& row down stream - There is a strong
& cool N. W wind. Leaving our boat just
bel ow N. Barretts’--we wal k down the shore--
We see many gulls on the very opposite /1
side of the nmeadow -near the woods-- They | ook
bright white Iike snow on the dark blue
water-- It is surprising how far they can be
seen--how rmuch light they reflect--& how
bei ng strung al ong one every rod-- they nade me thinke of {H=nre} fleet in line of
EngLfcuous they are™-- W go along to the
p. pine hill gL;F Abner Buttricks--& finding
a sheltered & sunny place we watch the

ducks fromit with our glass. There are

not only gulls--but about 40 bl ack /1
ducks & as many {(Whi-stt+ers—dueks)y shel dr akes /1

144 pPossibly “winter”
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/1& 1 think 2 wood ducks--
/1l see those peculiar spring(?) clouds, scattered cunuli

The gulls appear considerably the |argest &

no doubt the season is to be detected by the aspect of the clouds no | ess than by

LQEL the nost show-they are so uniformy
of the earth--
light colored-- At a distance, as | have
said they | ook |ike snow nasses--& even
nearer they have a | unpish | ook--1ike a nass
of cotton--the head being light as well as the
breast-- They are seen sailing about in the
shal | ow wat er--or standi ng notionless on a
clod that just rises above the surface--in which
position they have a particularly clunmsy | ook--
or one {or} {2} may be seen slowy wheeling
about above the rest-- Fromtine to tine
the whole flock of gulls suddenly rises--&
begins circling about--& at |last they settle
down in some new place & order--. Wth
these were at first associated about 40
bl ack ducks--pretty cl ose together--sonetines
single
apparently in close * lines. Sonme | ooking |unpish
i ke decoys of wood--others standing on the bottom
& rem ndi ng me of penguins.-- They were constantly
diving with great energy--naking the
water fly up. 2 feet upward--in a thick shower
Then away they all go circling about
for 10 minutes at |east before they can
deci de where to alight.
The bl ack-heads & white breasts--which may

be gol den-eyes--for they are evidently--paired

male & female for the!'* nost part--& yet

5period m ght be a splotch

146 pPencil ed interlineati on above the word “the”; |ooks |ike "shel drake"

with dark | evel

bases- -
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| thought that | saw the red bill of the sheldrake
These--are nost incessantly & skillfully plunging
& fromtine to tine apparently--pursuing each ot her--
They are nuch nore active--whether diving or swim
m ng about than you expect ducks to be-- Now
perchance they are seen changi ng their ground--
--swimming off perhaps 2 X 2 in pairs very
steadily & swiftly--without diving-- | see 2
of these very far off on a bright blue {bouy}¥
where the waves are running high-- They are
2 intensely white specks--& reware—{—7 which
yet you m ght mstake for the formng crest
of waves-- Now one di sappears--but soon is seen
again--& after its conpanion {pt} is lost in
i ke manner having dived.
Mar 23d
Surveying M. CGordon’s Farm -
See sonething stirring amd the dead | eaves in the
water at the bottomof a ditch--in 2 or 3
pl aces--& presently see the back of a yell ow /1
spotted turtle. Afterward a | arge flock
of fox-colored sparrows®s--flit by al ong /1
an alder-row-uttering a faint chip--1like
that of the tree sparrow.
Mar. 24th
Pmto F. H Pond--E. side. /1
The pond not yet open-- A cold N by Ww nd--whi ch4
nust have come over much snow & ice.
% .e. song sparrow
The chip of the ground bird * resenbl es

i.e. its expression is the same
that of a robin » --only fainter--& reninds

1471906 has “bay”
148 Stray mark after “sparrows”?
49p0ssi bly pencil between |ine 27 and 28
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me that the robin’ s peep--which sounds
like a note of distress--is also a chip, or
call note to its kind.

Ret urni ng about 5 Pm across the Depot
Field--1 scare up fromthe ground a fl ock
of about 20 birds which fly | ow nmaking
a short circuit toward the part of the field.
At first they remind ne of bay-w ngs--
except that they are in a flock--show no white
intail--{are} | see a little larger--& utter
a faint sveet sveet nerely--a {sort}
of sibilant chip. Starting there again |
see that they have black tails--very conspi cuous?®
when they pass near-- They fly in the flock some-
what |ike snow buntings--occasionally one
surging upward a few feet in pursuit of
anot her--& they alight about where they first
were-- |t al nost inpossible to discern them
on the ground they squat so flat--& so much
resenmble--it--running am d the stubble--
But at length | stand within 2 rods of one

& get a good view of its markings with ny

/1glass. They are the Al anda al pestris

did I not see them on Nantucket?
or Shore lark'! quite a sizable & handsone

bird--delicate pale | enon yellow |line above
the--with a dark Iine through the eye--the
yel l ow again on the sides of the neck--&

on the throat--with a black crescent bel ow

the throat--with a buff-ash breast & reddish

150 Stray mark after “conspicuous” or a period?

151 T originally wote “larck,” but crossed out the c
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brown tinges--beneath white--above rusty brown behind
& darker--ash or slate with purplish brown reflections
bi 'l bl ue
forward. Legs black--& ™ black-- Conmon to
the old & new Wrl d.
Mar. 25th

Pmto Bank of Great Meadows’ by Peters--

Cold NN W wind as yesterday & day before.
Large skaters (hydroneter)®? on a ditch- /1
Goi ng across A. Carke’'s field behind Garfield s--
| see many fox-colored sparrows flitting past
in a straggling manner into the birch & p. pine woods
on the left--& hear a sweet warble there from
time to time. They are busily scratching |ike hens
amid the dry | eaves of that wood--(not surewhy!s®)
fromtime to time the rearnost noving for-
ward one or 2 at atime--while a few are
perched here & there on the | ower branches of
a birch or other tree--& | hear a ver clear
& sweet whistling strain--comonly hal f-finished
fromone every 2 or 3 minutes-- It is too irregular
to be readily caught--but methinks begins like

Ar_tche tche tchear, Te Tche Tchear--&c &c

but is nore clear than these woods would in-
di cate-- The whole flock is noving al ong
pretty steadily.

There are so many sportsnmen out that the
ducks have no rest on the great meadows
which are not half covered with water. They
sit uneasy on the water |ooking about--

wi t hout feeding--& | see one nman endea-

1%2gpecies is actually spelled “hydronetra”
153 Probably "sure why"
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vor to approach a flock--crouching by through
the neadow for half a mile--with Indian
rubber boots on--where the water is often a
foot deep-- This has been going on on these
nmeadows ever since the town was settled--
& will go on as long as ducks settle here.

You m ght frequently say of a
poet away from horme that he was
as mute as a bird of passage--uttering
a nere chip fromtinme to tinme--but
follow himto his true habitat--& you shall
not know himhe will sing so nel odiously.

Mar 27t h

Pm Sail to Bittern diff--
Scare up a flock of sheldrakes just off F. H Hll.
--the conspi cuous white ducks--sailing straight
hither & thither-- At first they fly Iow up
the stream but having risen cone back half
way to us then wheel & go up stream

Soon after we scare up a flock of black
ducks. W | and and steal over the hill
t hrough the woods expecting to find them under
{Leees}® diff--as indeed we do--having craw ed
over the hill through the woods on our stonachs--
& then we watched various water fow for
an hour-- There are a dozen shel -drakes
(or Goosanders) & among them 4 or 5 fe-
mal es-- They are now pairing-- | should say

one or 2 pairs are made-- At first

154 T prob. neans "Lee's" and it might actually be that with a long tail

on the

s’
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we see only a male & female quite on the
alert, some way out on the pond--tal ki ng®®
back & forth & | ooking every way-- They keep cl ose
t oget her headed one way & when one turns the
other also turns quickly-- The mal e appears to
taken the |l ead-- {Soon} the rest appear sailing
out fromthe shore into sight--

We hear a squeaking note--as if nade
by a punp--& presently see 4 or 5 great
hovering gulls wheeling about, sonetines
they make a sound like the scream of a henhawk
They are shaped sonmewhat |ike a very thick white rolling pin sharpened at
{draw ng}
-- At length they alight near the ducks.
The shel drakes at |ength acquire confidence--
come close in shore & go to preening thensel ves
so it may be{,} they are troubled with lice-- They
are all busy about it at once, continually
thrusting their bills into their backs--still sailing
slowy along back & forth {on}® shore-- Sone-
tinmes they are in 2 or 3 straight |ines--

Now they will all seemto be crossing the pond--
but presently you see that they have tacked
& are all heading this way again
Among them or near by | at | ength detect
3 or 4 Wistlers--by their wanting the
red bill--being considerably smaller--
& l ess white--having a white spot on the
head--a bl ack back--& al t oget her
|l ess white--& al so keeping nore or |ess

apart & not diving when the rest do--

155 Possi bly "tacking"
%6 Difficult to determine correct word or word extension, i.e. offshore,

bot h ends.

on,

11

up
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Now one half the shelldrakes sai

of f--Sout hward & suddenly go to diving
as with one consent--7 or 8 or the
whol e of the party will be under water
& {lost} at once-- In the meanwhile
conm ng up they chase one anot her
{scooting}*® over the surface--& nmaking
the water fly--Sonetimes 3 or 4 naking
a rush toward one--

At length | detect 2 little dippers

/las | have called them-though | am

11

Rice says that the little di pper has a hen bill & is not
not sure that | have ever seen the male

| obe- f oot ed.

Met his brother Israel also Speak of another water-fow of the close togethers?!s®

river with a
before-- They are nale & female ~--the
hen bill & sone bl uish feathers on the w ngs.
common size of what | have called the little
di pper-- They are incessantly diving close to the
button bushes-- The fermale is ap. uniformy
bl ack- - anot her dark brown--but the
mal e has a conspicuous crest--with (ap--
white on the hind head)--a white breast
& white line on the | ower sides of the neck--
i.e. the head & breast are black &
? white conspicuously--can this be the
Ful i gul a al beol a? & have | commonly
seen only the fenmale? (or is it a grebe?)
F. H Pond 4/5 clear-- C. saw a phoebe i.e Pewee
the 25th.
The shel drake has a peculiar long clipper |ook

often nmoving rapidly straight forward over the

water--1t sails to various depths in the water

157 Poss. "scooting"
158 “c| ose togethers” is circled and connected to the carat.
the carat applies only to this phrase.

T maybe indicating that
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Sonet i nmes,

as when ap. al armed, showi ng only

its head & neck & the upper part of its back--

& at others when at ease,
on the surface

Nas if it

fl ocki ng buoyantly

had taken in nore air--showing all its

white breast & the white along its sides--

tinmes it

lifts itself up on the surface & flaps its w ngs

Sone-

revealing its whole rosaceous breast & its |lower parts

& looking in formlike a penguin

When

first sawthemfly up stream-

| suspected

that they had gone to F. H Pond--& would alight

under the lee of the cliff.

t hrough the woods 4 or 5 rods, % |

get a fair sight of them-& finally we sat

{B} creeping slowy down

was enabled to

exposed on the rocks within 25 rods-- They appear

not to observe a person so high above them

It was a pretty sight to see a pair of themtacking

about - -always within a foot or 2 of each other

& headi ng the sanme way--now!®® on this short tack

now on that--the mal e taking the |ead--sink-

i ng deep & | ooki ng every way-- \Wen the whol e

12 had come together--they woul d now break

up agai n--& were continually changing their

ground- -t hough not diving--now sailing slowy

this way a dozen rods--& now that--& now

conm ng in near the shore-- Then they would al

go to preening thensel ves--thrusting their

into the

r backs--& keeping up such a brisk

notion that you could not get a fair sight

of ones head- -

a slight titter

Fromtinme to tine you heard

not of alarm but per-

1My be a peri od

160 ppss.

" how"

bills
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haps a breeding note--for they were evidently

| see one scratch its ear or head with its foot
sel ecting their mates ~-- Then it was surprising
to see how briskly sailing off one side--they
went to diving--as if they had suddenly cone
across a school of mnnows a whol e
conpany woul d di sappear at once--never
rising high as before-- Now for nearly a mnute
there is not a feather to be seen--& the
next mnute you see a party of half a
dozen there chasing one another & naking
the water fly far & wi de.

When returning we saw near the outlet of the
pond 7 or 8 sheldrakes standing still in a line
on the edge of the ice & others swi ming cl ose
by. They evidently love to stand on the ice for
a change- -

| saw on the 22nd a sucker which ap. had been
dead a week or 2 at |east-- Therefore they
must begin to die late in the winter.

Mar 28th ' 58

pmto Ciffs.
After a cloudy norning--a warm & pl easant

/lafternoon-- | hear that a few geese were

seen this norning. Israel Rice says that he

? heard 3 brown thrashers sing this norning! |Is sure

because he has kept the bird in a cage. | cant
believe it.
| go down the RR--turning off in the cut.

| notice the hazel stigmas in the warm
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hol Il ow on the right there just beginning to peep forth

This is an unobserved but very pretty & interesting evi-
dence of the progress of the season-- | should
not have noticed it--if | had not carefully
exam ned the fertile lands-- It is Iike a crinmson
star first dimy detected in the twilight. The
warnth of the day--in this sunny holl ow above
the w thered sedge--has caused the stignas
to show their lips through the scaly shield.
They do not project nore than the 30th of
%some not the 60th%
an inch. ~ The staminate catkins are also con-
siderably | oosened-- Just as the turtles put forth
their heads so these put forth their stigmas
in the spring. How many accurate thernoneters
there are on every hill & in every valley! Ma-
sure the length of the hazel stigmas & you can
tell how nuch warnth there has been this
spring. How fitly & exactly any season of the
year may be described--by indicating the condition
of some flower!
| go by the springs toward the epigaea-- It is a
with a slight haziness
fine warmday--~ It is pleasant to sit out
doors now-& it being Sunday, neighbors
wal k about or stand talking in the sun
| ooking at & scratching the dry earth which
& smel
they are glad to see » again-- In the sunny epigaea
wood | start up 2 vanessa antiopa which flutter
about over the dry |leaves before & are evidently

attracted toward ne--settling at last within a

few feet-- The same warm & placid day calls out

161 i ght just be a blotch

/1

//161
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men & butterflies.

It is surprising that men can be divided into
those who [ ead an indoor & those whose |ead an
outdoor life--as if birds and quadrupeds
were to be divided into those that lived a within
nest or burrow life--& that lived wi thout their
nests & holes chiefly-- How many of our
troubl es are house-bred! He lives an out-
door life--i.e. he is not squatted behind the shield
of a door--he does not keep hinself {tubbed}?®

guesti onabl e
It is such a N phrase as an "honest man"
--or the "naked eye"--a if the eye which
is not covered with a spy-glass should
properly be call ed naked.

From Wheeler’s plowed field on the top of
F. H HIl I ook toward F. H Pond. now quite
snoot h-- There is not a duck nor a gul
to be seen on it-- | can hardly believe that it
was so alive with them yesterday-- Apparently
they inprove this warm & pl easant day--with
l[ittle or no wind to continue their journey

V 7 ps forward
northward. ~ The strong & cold N. W wi nd
of about a week past has probably de-
tai ned them Knowi ng that the neadows
& ponds were swarning with ducks yesterday
you go forth this particularly pleasant
& still day to see themat your |eisure
but find that they are all gone.

No doubt there are sonme left--&

many nore will soon cone with the'ts

162 ppss. "tubbed"
%3t wo bl otches after “the”
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April rains-- It is awldIlife that
is associated with storny & blustering
weat her-- When the invalid cones forth
on his cane--& nisses inprove the pl easant
air to look for signs of vegetation--that
wild life has withdrawn itself.
But where one kind of |ife goes another
cones-- This plowed | and on top of the
hill--(and all other fields as far as | observe)
is covered--with cob webs--which every few
inches are stretched fromroot to root or
clod to clod--gleaning & {waving} in the
sun--the light {plucking}® along them as they
wave in the wind. How much insect life
& activity connected with this peculiar
state of the atnobsphere these inply-- Yet
| do not notice a spider-- Small cottony
filme are continually settling down or bl own /1
A gossaner day-- | see themalso for a week after w 7 {ps} forward%
al ong through the air--Does not this gossa-
nmer answer to that of the fall? They nust
have spring!®® to with one consent |ast night
or this norning & bent new cables to the
clods & stubble all over this part of the
F. Haven pond is open--XXX-- This & Flints 11
wor | d- - --& Wal den all open together this year! The latter was so thinly frozen
for Csays Flints & Wal den were each 1/3 open on the 25th
The little fuzzy gnats too are in {swarns} in
the air--peopling that uncrowded space-- They are
not confined by any fence-- Already the distant
forest is streaked with {lines} of thicker & whiter /1

haze over the successive valleys--

Wal den is open when? (on the 20th it was pretty solid) /1
C. sees a very little ice on it to-day-- but prob. it gets entirely free to night

184possi bly "fl ashi ng”
165possi bl y "sprung”
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Sitting on the top of the diff--1 |ook

t hrough nmy glass at the snooth river--

& see the long forked ripple

{drawi ng} nmade by a nusquash

swi mmi ng al ong over the neadow.

Wiile | sit on these warm rocks--turning
nmy glass toward {toeward} ms | can see the
sun reflected fromthe rocks on nonad-
nock--& | know that it would be pl easant
to be there too today as well as here--

| see to warm & cozy!®® seats on the rocks
where the flies are buzzing--& probably

some wal ker is enjoying the prospect.

Fromthis hill® top | over |ook again bare

of snow-putting on a warm hazy spring face--

this seem ngly concave circle of earth, in
the midst of which | was born & dwell--
which in the N W & SE has a nore
distant blue rimto it--as it were of nore
costly nmanufacture-- On ascending the
hill next his house every man finds that he
dwells in a shall ow concavity-- --whose
sheltering walls are the convex surface of
t he earth--beyond whi ch he cannot see.

| see those famliar features--that
large type--with which all nmy life
i s associ at ed- - unchanged.

Cl eaning out the spring on the Wside

of FH HIl--I find a small frog--

166 possi bly “cozy”
167 possi bly a hyphen between hill and top
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ap a bull frog--just cane forth--which

nust have wintered in the nud there. There

is very little nud however--& the rill never runs
nore than 4 or 5 rods before it is soaked

up--& the whole spring after dries up in the
summer-- It seens then that 2 or 3 frogs

the sole in habitants of so small a spring

will bury thenselves--at its head-- A few
frogs will be buried at the puniest spring
head- -

Conmi ng hone | hear the croaking frogs
in the pond on the S side of Hubbards grove--
It is sufficiently warmfor themat |ast.

Near the sand path above Potteers® Mid hole
I find what | should call 20 & nore nud-turtles

cl ose toget her

eggs " which appear!®® to have been dug froma hole
cl ose by last year-- They are all broken &7° cracked
& nore or |less indented & depressed--but and
they | ook remarkably like my pigeons egg
fungi--a dirty white covered thickly with a
pure white roughness--which through a gl ass
is seen to be oftenest in the formof minute
but regular rosettes--of a very pure white substance
If these were turtles eggs--(& there is no {sten}
mark of a fungus) it is remarkable that
t hey should thus cone to resenble so closely
anot her natural product--the fungus.

The 1st lark of the 23d sailed through

t he nmeadow with that peculiar prolonged

168 T probably meant “Potters” but spelled it with two “e’s”?
169 T originally wote “appeared” but corrected it to “appear”

70 T wrote “& over the word “or”

11

11
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or twittering'™*
chi ppi ng * sound--perhaps sharp cl ucking--

Mar 29t h ( Monday)

Hear a phoebe early in the norning over
the street-- Considerable frost this norning
& sonme ice forned on the river--

The Wiite naple {stig} stamens are very appar
now on one tree though they do not project
beyond the buds- -

Pmto Ball’'s Hil

nearly as warm & pl easant as yesterday

| see what | suppose is the female
rusty grackl e--black body with green
reflections--& purplish browmn head & neck- -
but | notice no light iris. By a poo
SE of Nathan Barretts’ see 5 or 6 paint
prob sonme nore out yesterday--
[/turtles in the sun--& afterward along a
ditch just east of the Pine hill near the
river a great many nore--as many as 20

within a rod-- | nust have disturbed this

Pm 100 at |east. They have craw ed out

ent,

ed

onto the grass on the sunny side of the ditches

where there is a sheltering bank-- | notice

the scales of one all turning up on the edges--

It is evident that great nunmbers lie buried
the mud of such ditches & mud holes in

the winter--for they have not yet been crawi

n

ng

over the neadows. Sone have very broad yel |l ow

lines on the tep back-- others are al nbst un

formy

dark above. They hurry & tunble into the water

at your approach--but several soon

7“or twittering” is cut off on M5 copy so

can't verify
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rise to the surface--& just put their heads out to re-
connoitre-- Each trifling weed or clod is a serious

i npediment in their path--catching their flippers

or causing themto tunble back-- They never lightly
skip over it. But there!? they have patience & per-
severance--& plenty of tine. The narrow edges

of the ditches are al nost paved in sonme pl aces

with their black & nuddy backs-- They seem

to come out with the sun about the tine the phoebe

is heard over the water--

At the first pool | also scared up a snipe-- It
{rises} with a single cra-a-{cka} & goes off with
its zig-zag flight--with its bill presented to
{the} earth--ready to charge bayonets--agai nst
the inhabitants of the mnud.

As | sit 2/3 the way up the sunny side of
the Pine H Il |ooking over the meadows--which
are now al nost conpletely bare--the crows
by their swift flight & scolding screech to ne sone
| arge bird of prey--hovering over the river--
| perceive by its marking & size that it can-
not be a hen hawk--& now it settlers'™
on the topnost branch of a white nmaple
bending it down-- Its great arnmed & feathered
| egs dangle helplessly--in the air for a
nonent a if feeling for the perch--
while its body is tipping this way & that--

It sits there facing ne sone 40 or 50 rods

of f--plumng itsel f--but keeping a good | ook

172 possi bly "t hen"
73 Could T mean “settles”?

11
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out-- At this distance & in this light--
it appears to have a rusty brown head & breast
& is white beneath--with rusty |leg feathers--
& a tail black beneath-- Wen it flies
again--it is principally black varied with
white--regular light spots on its tail & w ngs
beneat h--but chiefly a conspi cuous white
space on the forward part of the back
--al so sone of the upper side of the tail or
tail coverts is white-- It has broad ragged
buzzard like wings--& fromthe white
& stoutness

of its back--as well as the shape ™ of its wings
& its not having a gull like body-- | think it
nmust be an eagle-- It lets itself down with
its |l egs somewhat hel pl essly dangling--as if
feeling for sonething on the bare neadow -

& circling
& then gradually flies away soaring ~ higher
& higher until lost in the downy clouds
This lofty soaring is at | east a grand re-
creation--as if it were nourishing subline
i deas-- | should like to know why it soars
hi gher & hi gher so--whether its thoughts
are really turned to earth--for it seens
to be nore nobly as well as highly {enpl ouyed}!*
than the | aborers ditching in the meadow
beneat h--or any others of ny fellow
t ownsnen.

Hearing a quivering note of alarmfrom

some bird-- | look up & see a nale

174 possi bly "enpl oyed"
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hen-harrier--the neatly-built hawk--sweepi ng over

the hill.

VWiile | was |ooking at the eagle(?) | saw on the

hill side far across the neadow by Hol br ooks

clearing--what at first | took for a red flag

{a}'"® handkerchief--carried along on a pole--just above

the woods-- It was a fire in the woods--& |
saw the top of the flashing flanmes above the
tree tops. The woods are in a state of tinder--
& the snoker & sportsmen--& the burner nust
be careful now -

| do not see a duck on the great neadows
today--as | did not upstreamyesterday-- It is
remar kabl e how suddenly & conpletely those that

were here 2 days ago have left us. It is true

the water has gone down still nore on the neadows.

| infer that waterfow travel in pleasant weather
Wth many nen their fine manners are

alie all over--a skim-coat or finish

of fal sehood-- They are not brave enough to

do without this suit of arnor--which they

wear ni ght & day.

The trees in swanps are streamng with gossamer

at least 30 feet up--& prob. were yesterday
Al’® see at Gourgase’ s'”” hedge many tree

sparrows & fox col. sparrows--the latter arel’

singing very loud & sweetly-- Sone what |ike

Ar, tea, --twe twe, twe twe. ort”

Ar te, ter twe twe, twe twe. variously

They are quite tane

175 « or” 9
176 T probably neans "1"

Y7 T had originally witten a smal
178 possi bly "on" or "one"

1% Stray mark after “or”?

g” in “Courgase’s”

and later capitalized it
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Mar .

Pmto ny boat at Cardinal

to Lee's diff--

30th

Shore--& thence

Anot her fine Pmwarner than before, | think.

I walk in the fields now w t hout

slunping in the thawi ng ground--or

there are but few {+}18 soft

di stant sand banks | ook dry & warm

The frogs are now heard | eaping into

the ditches as you approach & their

dinple is seen--(I find a smallish

[1bull frog¥%% under ny boat)

Approaching carefully the little pool

S. of Hubbards G ove--

pl aces--& the

see the dinples

where the croakers which were on the

surface have dived--& |

see 2 or 3 stil

spread out on the surface {drawing}--in the

sun. They are very wary & instantly dive to the

bott om on your approach & bury thensel ves

in the weeds or nud. The water

is quite

snooth & it is very warm here just under

t he edge of the wood--but | do not hear

any croaking-- Later in a pool behind

Lee's diff--1 hear them-the waking up

of the leafy pools. The last was a pool

am d the blueberry & huckl eberry & a

fewlittle pines-- | do not

| ever hear this frog in the river or

renenber that

ponds-- They seemto be an early frog pe-

180 crossed out vertical

line may be an

or just the start of another letter
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culiar to pools & small ponds in the woods

& fields.
| notice scanpering over this water 2 or 3

brown spi ders--m ddli ng-sized--they appear

to be the ones which have spun this gossamer.
There is at the bottomof this pool

much of the |udwi gia--that evergreen

weed seen in winter at the bottom of pools

& ditches-- Methinks those peculiar bul bs

--some of which | see near it--are of this

pl ant .

Landing at Bittern diff--1 went round through

the woods to get sight of ducks on the pond.
Creepi ng down through the woods | reached

the rocks & saw 15 or 20 Shel drakes scattered

about. The full plumaged nal es--con-

spi cuously black & white--& often sw mm ng

in pairs--appeared to be the nost wary--keeping

furthest out. Gthers with nuch | ess white

& dul l er black--were very busily fishing just

N the inlet to the pond--where there is about

3 feet of water--& others still playing &

preeni ng themsel ves. These ducks whose

tame representatives are so sluggish &

deli berate in their nmotions--were full of

activity-- A party of these ducks fishing

& playing is a very lively scene-- On one

side for instance you will see a party of

8 or 10 busily diving & nost of the tine under
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wat er--not rising high when they come
up-- & soon plungi ng again. The whol e
surface will be in comotion there

t hough no ducks may be seen-- | saw

one come up with a large fish--whereupon
all the rest as they successively came to
the surface gave chase to it, while it
held its prey over the water in its bill--
& they pursued with a great rush & clatter
a dozen or nore rods over the surface
wi-th making a great furrow in the
wat er --but there being sone trees in the
way | could not see the issue--

| saw 7 or 8 all dive together as with
one consent--remai ni ng under half

a mnute or nore--

On anot her side you see a party which

seemto be playing & plum ng thensel ves

They will run & dive & cone up & dive again

every 3 or 4 feet--occasionally one pursuing

another--will flutter in the water making
it fly--or erect thenselves at full length
on the surface like a penguin & flap their
Wi ngs-- This party nmake an incessant

noi se- -

Again you will see sone steadily tacking

this way or that in the mddle of the
pond--& often they rest there asl eep

with their heads in their backs--

They readily cross the pond swinming fromthis
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side to that.
Wi le I am watching the ducks a nosquito
i s endeavoring to sting me--
At dusk--1 hear 2 flocks of geese go over.
Mar 31st ' 58
Pmto Flints Pond.
A Fresh S or SEwind-- wllow?
The nost forward ” catkins are not so
nore greyish
silvery now -” being much enlarged & the down
| ess conpact--revealing the dark scal es--
Flints, F Haven, & Wl den Ponds broke up
just about the same time on Mar. 28th, this
year-- This is very unusual. It is' because, on
ac. of the mldness of the winter Walden did
not becone so cold as the others--or freeze
so thick--& there was proportionally |ess
thawing to be done in it. They are burning
brush now a days-- You see a great slanting
colum of dimsnoke on the N. E of the

town, which turns out to be nuch further

of f than you suppose-- It is Sam Pi ece burn-

Thus {we} are advertised as some nan’s occupation in a nei ghboring town

ing brush. ~ As | walk |I snell the snoke
of burnings though | see none--

In the wood paths now | see many snal

red butterflies | amnot sure of what species--not

seeing themstill. The earliest butterflies seemto

be born of the dry | eaves on the forest floor--
| see about a dozen bl ack ducks on Flint’'s
Pond asleep with their heads in their backs

& drifting across the pond before the w nd.

181 Carat applies to "w |l ow
182 stray mark between “is” and “because”

11

11

11

11
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| suspect that they are nocturnal in their
habits & therefore require nmuch rest by
day. So do the seasons revolve & every
chink is filled. Wiile the waves toss this
bright day the ducks asleep are drifting
before it across the ponds. Every now
& then one or too'® |ift their heads &
| ook about as if they watched by turns.
/1l see also 2 ducks--perhaps a little |arger
than these--1 ampretty sure without red bills
& therefore not shell-drakes--(and they are not
nearly as white as sheldrakes ordinarily) with
nore el evated heads & gi bbons(?) bills--
The heads--bills & upper parts of neck
bl ack- - breast® white or whitish--but back
[l sober colored-- Can they be brant or mallards?
The | eaves are now so dry--& loose that it is al npst inpossible
to approach the shore of the pond wi thout being heard by the ducks
I am not sure--but | heard a pine warbler
? day before yesterday--& fromwhat a boy asks
me about a yellow bird chick he saw there
I think it likely. Just after sundown
/1l see a large flock of geese in a
perfect harrow cleaving their way toward
the north-east. Wth Napol eonic tactics split-
ting the forces of winter--
/1 C. says he saw a great many wood turtles
on the bank of the Assabet today--
The painted & wood turtles have seemed
to be out in surprising abundance at
an unusually early date this year--but

I think | can account for it. The river

18 O “two” with the “w' closed up all the way
184 Cannot read interlineation above “breast”
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is remarkably | ow -al nbst at summrer |evel--
| amnot sure that | renmenber it so low at this
season-- Now probably these tortoises would al ways
lie out in the sun at this season, if there were
any bank at hand to lie on-- Ordinarily at
this season, the neadows being fl ooded--together
with the pools & ditches in which the painted turtles
lie--there is no bank exposed near their w nter
quarters for themto lie!® out on--& | first
notice!®® them under water on the meadow.
But this year it is but a step for them
to the sunny bank--& the shores of the Assabet.
& of ditches are lined with them

C. heard hyl as today.

April 1st ’'58

White-bel lied swal |l ows

Pm paddl e up Assabet - -

The river is at sumer |evel--has
not been up this spring--& has fallen to this.
The | owernost willow at ny boat is bare--
The white-mapl es are abundantly
out today--prob--the very first?® blooned
on the 29th. XXXX We hol d t he boat
beneat h one surprised to hear the resounding
hum of honey bees which are busy about
about them- It rem nds me of the
bass & its bees. The trees are conspicuous wth
dense clusters of |ight col ored stanens.

The al ders above the hem ocks do not yet shed

18 Difficult to read: 1906 has “cone”

18 T crossed out the “d” in “noticed” to make it “notice”
87y ght be a dash after “first” but likely the t cross

/1

/1

11

11
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[Ipollen-- What | called yell ow wasps--

which built over nmy w ndow | ast year
have cone & are about the old nest-- Numbers
have settled on it. | observed night
before | ast as often before when geese
were passing over in the twlight pretty
qui te near--though the whol e heavens
were still light & I know which way
to |l ook by the honking-- | could not
di stinguish them It takes but a little
obscurity to hide a bird in the air--

How difficult even in broadest daylight
to discover again a hawk at a distance in
t he sky
N when you have once turned your eyes
away!

Pleasant it is to see again the red
lark of the C. sericea shining in the
warm sun--at the hill swanp--above
the spring. Wal king through the nmaple
there | see a squirrels’ ' nest 23 or 24
feet high in a large maple--& clinbing
toit (for it was so peculiar, having a basket
work of twigs about it that | did not
know but it was a hawks nest) | found
that it was a very perfect prob. red
squirrel s’ nest--made entirely of the
now very dark or blackish green noss
such as grows on the button bush--&
on the swanps ground--a dense nass

of it about 1 foot through matted

188 apostrophe mght be before “s” in squirrels,

al so on line 27

158



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

i nobvi ous
together with an » hole on the east side

& a tuft of |oose nobss bl owi ng upt®®

above it which seened to answer for a

door or porch covering. The cavity within

was quite small but very snug & warm

where 1 or 2 squirrels mght be warmy in

the severest storm-the dense noss walls
bei ng about 3 inches thick or nore. But
what was nost peculiar was that
this nest though placed over the
center of the tree where it divided
into 4 or 5 branches--was regularly
& el aborately hedged about & supported
by a basket work of strong twi gs
stretched across from bough to bough
--which twigs | perceived had been
gnawed green fromthe maple itself
--the stub ends remaining visible
all around.

Near by | saw anot her much snall er
& |l ess perfect nest of the sane kind
which had fallen to the ground.
This had been nade in a birch & the
birch twi gs had been gnawed off--
but in this case | noticed a little fine
broken grass within it mxed with the
nmoss- -

I notice |large water bugs-—

It is remarkable that the river

% Stray mark after “up”?

11
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seens rarely to rise or fall gradually!®
--but rather by fits & starts--& hence
the water rises as indicated now by the
saw dust--are very distinct parralle

lines 4 or 5 or nore inches apart--

It is tine the wind has sonething to do with

it--& might waft to a certain place nuch
nore dust than was |eft on another when
the water stood much |onger at the

saw
sane level. Surely the » mller’'s
is a trade which cannot be {c rr ed}?®! on
in secret. Not only this saw dust be-
trays him-but at night, esp. when
the water is high | hear the tearing sound
of his saw a mle or nore of f--born

down the stream

| see six Sternotharus odoratus®® in

the river thus early--2 are fairly out

sunning. One has crawmed up a will ow -

It is evident then that they may be earlier

in other places or towns that | had
supposed- -where they are not conceal ed

by such freshets as we have. | took up &
snelt of 5 of these--& they emtted none
of their peculiar scent! It would seem
then that this may be connected with their
breedi ng--or at least with their period of
greatest activity. They are quite slug-
gi sh now

At Heml ock brook a dozen or nore

19 | nk blotch after “gradually”?
191 |Looks like "carried"

192 T used a different spelling of sternotherus (the nane for a nusk turtle?)
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rods fromthe river | see on the wet nud
alittle snapping turtle evidently hatched | ast
year-- |t does at'® open its eyes nor nouth
while | hold it-- Its eyes appear as if
sealed up by its long sleep. In our ability
to contend with the el ements--what feeble infants
we are to this one-- Tal k of great heads
| ook at this one-- Talk of Hercules' feats
in the cradle-- Wat sort of cradle &
nursing has this infant had? It totters
forth confident & victorious when it
can hardly carry its shield. It |ooked so
much i ke the mud or a wet nuddy | eaf
--it was a wonder | sawit.

| start under the heml ocks there a
butterfly (Call it the tawny orange single white
spotted) about the size of vanessa anti ope

& pal e brown about them

tawny orange with black spots®® or eyes * --a
white spot near the corner of each front
Wi ng--a dark |ine near the edge behind
A small sharp projecting angle {to} the
bird wi ngs--a green-yel |l ow back to body.

See wood turtles coupled on their
edges at the bottom-where the stream has
turned them up.

Far up in still shallows disturb pickere
& perch &c--they ap. touch the nuddy
bottom as they dart out--nmuddying the
water here & there.

A Rana hal eci na on the bank.

198 does T nean “not”?
194 comma scratched out after “spots”

11

11

/1
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VWen | started to wal k that suddenly
pl easant Pmthe 28th of Mar. |
crossed the path of the 2 brothers R --
who were wal king direct to the depot as
if they had special business there that Sunday--
t he queer short | egged dog running {ahead}--
| talked with them an hour there in the hope
that the one who is not a stranger to ne
woul d | et something escape fromhis wide
head--but he was very noderate-- Al |
got out of himto be renmenbered was that
in sone town up country where he |ived
when young--they called the wood chuck
"Squash-belly"--with references to his form
| suggested--but so far he had not ad-
vanced. This he communi cated very se-
riously as an inportant piece of infornma-
tion with which he | abored. The other
told me howto raise a dog’s dander--
any the gentlest dogs--by | ooking stern by
in his face & maki ng a peculiar sound
with your mouth-- | then broke short
t he conference--continued ny wal k- -
Wil e these gentlenmen {wheel ed} directly
about & wal ked strai ght back again.

It is evident that the date
of the 1st general revival of the
turtles, excepting such as are generally
seen in ditches--i.e. the yell ow spotted--

depends on the state of the river--
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whet her it is high or lowin the spring.
April 2nd

Pmto Yew & RW Es diff--

At Hubbard's Grove--1 see a wood-chuck
He waddl es to his hole & then puts up
his grey nose within 30 feet to reconnoitre-—
It is too windy--& the surface of the
croaker pool is too nuch ruffled for
any of the croakers to be Iying out--but
I notice a large nmass of their spawn

there well advanced.

At the first little sluice way just beyond

I catch a large rana hal eci na—whi ch

puffs itself up considerably as if it m ght

be full of spawn-- | mnust ook there for
its spawn-- It is rather sluggi sh--cannot
junp nuch yet-- It allows ne to stroke

it & at length take it up in ny hand

squatting still init.

Who woul d believe that out of those dry &

wi t hered banks will come violets, |upines &
in profusion? At the spring on the Wside
of F. H HIl | startle a striped snake.

It is alarge one with a white stripe down

t he dorsal ridge--between 2 broad bl ack ones--

and on each side the last a buff one & then

bl ot chy brown si des--darker toward tail--beneath

greeni sh yell ow- This snake generally has

a pinkish cast-- There is another evidently the

sanme speci es--but not half so | arge

/1

11

11
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with its neck lying affectionately

across the first-- ({1} nmay have

separated them by my approach) which

seen by itself you m ght have thought

a distinct species-- The dorsal |ine int%

this one is bright yellow-though not

so bright as the latera

ones-- &

the yel |l ow about the head--al so the

black is nmore glossy & this snake

has no pink cast--

No doubt on al -

nost every such yeH-ew warm bank now

you will find a snake |ying out.

The first

notice |

had of them was a

slight rustling in the | eaves as if nade

by a squirrel--though

did not see them

for 5 mnutes after-- The biggest at |length

dropped straight down into a hole within a

foot of where he lay. They allowed ne

tolift their

heads with a stick 4 or 5 inches

wi thout stirring--nor did they mind the flies

that alighted on them-1ooking steadily at

nme without the slightest notion of head

body or eyes as if they were of marble--

& as you | ooked back at them you con-

tinually forgot that they were real & not

i magi nary.

There haze

has just begun to shed pollen

here XX perhaps yesterday in sone other places--

This |l oosening & elongating of its catkins is

a sufficiently pleasing sight--in dry

195 The "I "

can be seen,

but

it appears to be connected to sonething before it

19 possibly “on” & a stray nmark
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& warm hollows on the hill sides. It is an unexpected
evidence of life in so dry a shrub
On the side of F. H Hill | go |ooking for bay-
Wi ngs--turning my glass to each sparrow or
a rock or tree-- At last | see one which flies
right up straight froma rock 80 or a hundred
feet & warbles a peculiar |long & pl easant
strain after the manner of the sky |ark nethinks--
& close by | see another ap. a bay w ng, though
| do not see its white in tail--& it utters while
sitting the sane subdued rather peculiar strain.
See how those bl ack ducks--sw mm ng
in pairs far off on the river are®® disturbed
by our appearance--swinmmng away in alarm-
& now when we advance again, they rise &
fly up stream & about uttering regularly

a crack cr-r-r_ack of alarm-even

fo 5 or 10 mnutes as they circle about,
l ong after we have | ost sight of themcir-
cling about-'® now we hear it on that
si de now on that.
The Yew shows its bundles of anthers plainly
as if it mght open in 4 or 5 days
Just as | get hone |I think | see crowbl ack
birds about a willow by the river--yes
It is not inportant that the poet
shoul d say some particul ar thing--but
shoul d speak in harnony with nature--

The tone & pitch of his voice is the main thing--

197 “are” poss. “we
198 dash mi ght be a period

11

11
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It appears to ne that the wi sest

phi | osophers that

I know are as foolish

as Sancho Panza dream ng of his |sland

-- considering the ends they propose & the

obstructions in t

heir path--they are even--

One phil osopher is feeble enough al one

but observe how each nultiplies his

difficulties by how nmany unnecessary

links he allies hinself to the exciting state

of things. He girds hinmself for his enterprise

with fasting & prayer--& then instead of

pressing forward like a |ight armed sol dier

with the fewest possible hinderances--he

at once hooks hinself on to sonme im

noveabl e institut

very rottenest of them al

ion, as a famly--the

sing & scratch gravel towards

objects-- Wiy it

& begins to

hi s

is as nmuch as the strangest

man can do decently to bury his friends

& relations--w thout making a

of it. But if the phil osopher

new wor | d

is as foolish

as Sancho Panza--he is al so as naive

& nothing so truly makes a thing so or so

{& as thinking it so.

Approaching the side of a wood on which were

sonme pines--this pm|l

heard the note of

//the Pine warbler--calling the pines to life--

though | did not see it.

here as long as |

sai d before.

It has probably been

Ret ur ni ng
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saw a sparrowlike bir

turning ny gl ass upon

d flit by in an orchard--&

it was surprised by its

burni ng yell ow. This higher color in birds sur-

prises us |like and increase of warnth in the day.

Apri

| 3d 58

Goi ng down town this norning--1 am surprised

by the rich strain of the purple-finch--from

the elns-- 3 or 4 have arrived--& | odged

agai nst the elms of our street--which runs

east & west across their course--& they are

now {m ngling}* their
tree

land & rich strain with

that of the ~ sparrows--robins--blue birds &c--

The hearing of t
nment in the acoustics

of the genial state of

his note inplies some inprove
of the air-- It rem nds ne

the air when the el ns

are in bloom- They sit still over the street & make a

busi ness of warbling--

They advertise me surely of

sone additional warnth & serenity. How this

note sings over the roof of the village!

You wonder that even t

he sl eepers are

not awakened by it--to inquire who is

there-- and yet prob

not anot her than

nyself in all the town observes their

conmng & not half a dozen even distin-

gui shed themin their

lives. And yet the

very nmob of the town know the hard

nanes of GCernmani ans or

swiss famlies

whi ch once sang here or el sewhere.

About 9 AmC & |

paddl e

199 possi bly "mingling"
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down the river. It is a remarkably

warm & pl easant day-2?%° The shore is alive

with tree sparrows sweetly warbling--also

bl ack-birds & The crow b. bird which

| saw | ast night are hoarsely cl ucking

fromtinme to tine. Approaching the island

we hear the air full of the hum of bees

which at first we refer to the near trees-- It
cones fromthe white mapl es across the N. Branch
15 rods off-- We hear it fromtine to tinme

as we paddle along all day down to the

Bedford Iine. There is no pause to the hum of
the bees all this warmday. It is a very sinple
but pl easi ng--& soot hing sound this {susurrus}?
thus early in the spring.

When of f the mouth of the mill Brook we
hear the the stertorous tut tut tut of frogs
fromthe meadow -w th an occasional faint
bull-frog-like er er er inter mingled-- | |and
there to reconnoitre. The river is remarkably | ow -
quite down to sumer level--& there is but very
little water any where on the neadows. | see
some shal | ow | agoons (W of the brook--) whence
t he sound comes-- There too are countl ess painted
turtles out around on the banks & humocks
left by the ice--their black & nuddy backs
shine afar in the sun--& though now 15
to 20 rods off | see through ny glass that they
are already al arnmed--have their necks stretched
out & are beging®? to slip into the water--
when many heads are seen-- Resolved to
identify this frog--on?2 or 2 of whose heads

| could already see above the surface with

200 dash might be a period

201 Possi bly "susurrus"

202 T probably neant “beginning”
203 «one” ?
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nmy gl ass--1 picked my way to the nearest pool--

Cl ose where | |landed an R hal ecina | ay

out on sone sedge-- In went all the

turtles inmedi ately & soon after the frogs

and their note was heard only from nore di stant pools

sank to the bottom”. | stood perfectly still,

and ere long they began to reappear one by one--

& spread thenmsel ves out on the surface-- They were

the R halecina-- | could see very plainly the /1
two very prom nent yellow lines along the sides

of the head--& the large dark ocellated marks

even under water on the thighs &c-- Gradually

t he?% begin to recover their voices--but it is hard to say
at first which one of the dozen within 20 feet

i s speaking-- They begin to swm & hop al ong the

surface toward each other-- Their note is a

hard dry tut tut tut tut not at all

singing like the toads--& produced with very

little swelling or notion of the throat--but

so much trenbling of the whole body--and fromtine
to tinme one nmakes that {—}2% faint sonme what bul
frog-like er er er. Both these sounds then are made
by one frog.2?® & what | have formerly thought an early
bull frog note was this-- This, | think, is the first
frog-sound | have heard fromthe river nmeadows--

or anywhere except the croaking | eaf-pool 2°” frogs

and the hyl odes-- They are evidently breedi ng now

i ke toads--and probably are about the

notes as exclusively--as the toads will soon be--

This sound we continue to hear all day |ong--

204 1 don't see the “y” to spell “they”

205 two or three indeci pherable crossed-out letters
206 This period mght just be a blotch

207 hyphen may just be part of the “f” in “leaf”
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especially fromthe broad nmeadows in Bed-

ford—2® O ose at

not sound | oud- -

hand a singl e one does

Yet it is surprising how

far a hundred or thousand croaking(?)

at once can be heard.

It cones to ne

on the breeze fromnorth over the Bedford

meadows a quarter of a mle off--filling

the air-- It

is like the rolling of a wagon al ong

some hi ghway- - or

or an RR--#

or nore yet

nmore like a distant train
or else of many rills {enptying}

li ke the sound of

in

a factory--& it comes with an echo whi ch nakes

it seemyet

At this distance it

nmore di stant & uni versal

is a soft and al nost

purring sound--yet with the above naned

bull -frog like variation in it.

t he meadow wi | |

Sone tines

be al nbst still-- then they will

begin in earnest & plainly excite one anot her

into a genera

snoring or eructation over a

quarter of a mile of meadow. It is unusually

early to hear them so nunerously--& by day--

but the water

and?® t he neadow i s unusual ly warm at

being so very | ow & shal |l ow

this pleasant day. This m ght be called

//the Day of the Snoring Frogs--or

t he Awakeni ng of the Meadows.

Probably the frost

early this year.

for reptile life.

note of the palustris,

nalis.

is out of the neadows very

It is a remarkable spring

It remains now to detect the

? | am not sure but |

wood frog,

heard one kind of bull -

& fonti -

frogs note along the river once or twce. |

several md sized frogs with green noses &

dar k bodi es snmal

bull frog {like}(??%% sitting

208 « f Or d__ ”

poOSS.

“ford.”

209 *d" appears to run into the "t" in

210 Possi bl y

"t he"

saw
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al ong the shore. At what perhaps is called the
Holt just below N. Barretts Many grackles
& red wings together flit along the willows by our
side or a little ahead keeping up a great chattering--
whil e countless painted turtles are as steadily rustling
& dropping into the water fromthe willows &c just ahead.
W land at Ball’s Hill & eat our dinners--
It is so warmwe would {fain} {bath}??!-- W seek
some shade & cannot easily find it-- You
wonder that all birds & insects are not out
at once in such a heat--
W find it delicious to take off our shoes & stock-
i ngs & wade far through the shall ows on the
neadow to the Bedford Shore--to let our |egs
drink air.
white
How pretty the ~ fibrous roots of the eriocaul on--
floating in tufts on the neadow -1i ke {deeded} chains!--
In the hazy atnosphere yesterday we coul d
hardly see Garfield s old unpainted farm
house. It was only betrayed by its elns. This would
be the right color for painters to imtate. \Wen
the sun went into a cloud we detected the outlines
of the wi ndows only.
When returning we discovered on the # s?de of
the river just at the old crossing place from
the great neadows N of the |udw gia prob--
a carrion kind of spawn-- It was white

each ovum about as big as a robin shot or

larger with nostly a very nminute white core--

211 1906 says “bathe” but | don't see an “e” in M

11
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no bl ack core

N & these were agglutinated together in the
with some hole in it

formof zig-zag hollow cylinders » 2 to

3 inches in dianeter & 1 or 2 feet |ong--

| ooking like a | adi es?? ruff--or other

muzlin work on the bottomor on

roots & twigs of willow & button bush--

where the water was 2 or 3 feet deep--

The greater pat??® lay on the bottom | ooking

like a film-these cylinders being some-

what coil ed about there?*

{draw ng} When you took it up the two

sides fell together and it was fl at

in your hand like the leg of a stock-

ing-- In one place there are

/la dozen very large red-bellied & brown backed

|l eeches in it evidently battening on it--
(This nmust be frog or fish spawmn. If frog-
spawn, | think it nust be that of the

{No}--V Ap. 5th Is it not fish spawn?
R hal ecina®, the only ones fairly awake
along the river--but how are | eeches
propagat ed? There was a great abun-

many bushel s

dance of it ~ for at |east a dozen rods
along the shore--& it must afford food

The consistency of a jelly we eat
to many creatures-- He saw one perch there.
Sone on the ruts was quite up to the surface--
but nmost | ower. When you had taken
up a handful & broken it--or dropping it
into the water, it recovered its formfor the

nost part. | noticed that the

22 T wrote “ies” over to make “I| adi es”
213 Could T nean “part”?

214 Possi bly “these”

y
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fine willow root fibres & weeds--potanongeton

t

hese

or {ooze}--1/8 to 1/4 inch deep or

& ™ were thickly covered with a whitish film” ap--

connected with this spawn--which nade them

| ook Iike plants covered with frost in a
though it was a duller white--
nter norning--~ but out of water you did not

Wi

perceive any thing. Prob. this was the mlKk.

VWen | have been out thus the whol e day--& spend

t hat 2> whol e afternoon returning--1t seens to

me pitifu

& ineffectual to be out as usua

only in the afternoon--as if you had cone |ate

to a feast--after your betters?® had done-- The

af t ernoon seens coarse & reversed--or at | east

along twilight after the fresh & bright fore-

noon.

The gregariousness of nen is their nost con-

tenpti bl e & di scouragi ng aspect-- See how t hey

foll ow each ot her

i ke sheep not knowi ng why.

Day & martin’s bl acking was preferred by the | ast

%hey{

} %17

generation and also is by this-- Apparently in

A

} %18

anci ent tines severa

parties were nearly equally

mat ched- - they appointed a conmittee & nade

a conproni se agreeing to vote or believe so

& so & they still hel

pl essly abide by that-- Men

are the inveterate foes of all inmprovenent. Generally

speaki ng they think nore of their hen-houses. 2% -

than of any desirable heaven. If you aspire

to any thing?® better than politics expect no

cooperation fromnen-- They will not further

anyt hi ng good-- You nust prevail of your own force

215
216
217
218
219
220

Poss. "the"
Second 't

in "bet

ters" is not clear

Cannot read rest of T's interlineations
Continuation of T's unreadable interlinaneation
period may be part of the dash

“any thing”

poss.

“anyt hi ng”

| ong
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as a plant springs & grows by its own

vitality.
Hear the Rana sytwatieas hal ecinas in the
from
eveni ng al so (white—+—si+—at)??* ny wi ndow -
Ap 4th

Pm Go to the cold pond-hole S of J. P. Brown's
to hear the croaking frogs. They are in full blast.
on the SWside where {that} have been sone
{birches} &c cut the past winter--& there
is much brush fallen in the water--whose shelter
they evidently like & there they have dropped their spawn
on the tw gs.

| stand for nearly an hour within 10 feet on
t he bank overl ooki ng them You see them|ying
spread out or sw nming toward one another--
sonetines getting onto the bush above the water--
or hopping onto the shore a few feet-- | see
one or 2 pairs coupl ed--now sinking now rising
to the surface-- The upper one a male quite
dark brown & considerably smaller than the

such part of her as | can see
femal e--which is reddish ~ & has quite distinct
dark bars on its posterior extremties--while
cannot di scern any on the mal e--

But the greatest commotion cones froma
mass of them5 or 6 inches in diameter--
where there are at |east a dozen or 15 clinging
to one another & p naking a queer croaking--
Fromtine to tinme a new coner adds hinself
to the mass turning themover & over--

It was an incessantly struggling mass-- You could have taken up a dozen or
your hands

The water is all alive with themfor a

couple of rods{--} & fromtine to tine they croak

much nore generally than at others--evidently

exciting one another to it--as {do} the R hal ecina

221 gtri ket hrough?

15 in
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Before | caught any of them| was only struck
with the fact that the males were nuch smaller
and very nmuch darker--though | could see only
one female partially. At length when all the
rest had been scared to the bottom by nearer approach
| got near to the struggling nmass. They were con-
tinually dropping off fromit & when at |ength
| reached out to seize it there were |eft but
two--lifting the fenmale the male still clung
with his arns about her body

to her-- ~ & | caught them both--& they were per-
fectly passive while | carried themoff in ny
hand-- To ny surprise the fenale was the
ordinary light reddi sh brown wood-frog--R-—-
sylvatica--with legs distinctly barred with dark

whose note al ong???2 | have heard net hi nks--
--while the nmale » was not only rmuch snall er--but
of atotally different color--a dark brown above

with dark slate col ored sides--& then yet darker

bars on its posterior extremties--and the dark line

a
fromits snout only to be distingui shed Hny—the cl ose
Throat & beneath a creamwhite, |ike but clearer than the femal e

prob {A} fontinalis
i nspection--~ In color a small bull frog » which

| had caught--& atwest any ot her frog that

I know was nore |ike the femal e than these

mal es were. | have caught the fenmale in previous
years--as last spring in New Bedford--but
(of this mass) {in the} poo
could find no description of him-& suspected it
It seens they were all ~ about one fenale--& | saw only one other " !--but

one had possessi on of her
to be an undescribed frog. »

There was a good deal of spawn firmy
attached to the brush close to the surface--& as
much in sone lights you could not see the

jelly--only the core--

222 T probably neant “al one”

/1

ap only
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| brought these frogs hone & put themin a pan of water--
v. bel ow
Sophi a has brought home the early |arge

{catkinned} willow well out--prob some yesterday--

at | east--

Ap. 5th

as far as | can see round it
What | call the young ”~ bull frog--about

It has a bright golden ring {out} side of the iris {Is} this the case with the bul

frog?
2 1/2 inches long--though it has no yellow on

May it not be a young R fontinalis? no yellowto throat.
throat-- | found it on the shore of the Cam

Now in { }

Shell Hill ditch--can junp much better
than the others--& easily gets out of the
deep pan. V 3 ps forward %/ al so June 8 58--prob a R fontinalis%
Those to whom | showed the 2 R sylvaticas
could not believe that they wer one species--
but this norning on taking themout of the
wat er to examine mnutely--they changed so
rapi dl y''® chanel eon--like that | could only
describe their first appearance from nmenory
The male grew a lighter brown & the
femal e darker--till in 10 minutes there
was but a slight shade of difference--&

but esp. that of the nale
this whol e aspect ™ seened altered al so--
so that it was not easy to distinguish them
Yet they would readily be recogni zed'?® for rather

the posterior extremties? both having distinct dark bars

dar k- col ored wood-frogs--~
The fenmale was 2 1/10 inches long, the nmale
1 4/5 inches long-- The female was (ap. in-
voluntarily) dropping a little spawn in the
pan this norning--& the black core was
as big as the head of a pin when it issued from
t he body.

The only dif--in color--that | now noticed
except that the male was a shade the {duskest}?!--
(both a pale brown) was that there was

a very distinct dark mark on the front side at

the base of the anterior extremties of the

119 possibly “rapid by”
120 possi bly “recogni sed”
121 possi bly "darkest"--1906 says “darkest”
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femal e--while {there} was but the slightest trace of
it inthe male. Also the female {is}'? nore green on the
fl anks & abdomen--al so she had some dusky spots
beneat h.

VWhat is described as a yellow line along the | ower

(ie along the upper jaw)
edge of the dark one through the eyes » --and which
| observed to be such last spring--was in both these
at all tines a broad silvery or bright creamcol ored
line. Putting theminto the water; after
an hour they again acquired distinct colors
quite as

but not ~ so distinct at first--

It is singular that at the breeding season at

| east--though both are imrersed in water--they are

of atotally different color--the male a very dark
brown for a frog--darker than the ordinary col or
of any Massachusetts frog--& without distinct bars to
his posterior extremties--or a distinct dark line
along the throat--while the fenmale is a |ight
reddi sh brown or lively dead-I|eaf color--& that
taken out of water they rapidly approximte each
other till there is only a shade of difference if any.
At their breeding season there!> the colors of
the male are not livelier as in the case
of birds--but darker & nore sonber
Consi dering how few of these or of the R hal ecina
you neet with in the sumer--it is surprising how
many are now collected in the pools & meadows- -
The woods resound with the one & the neadows day
& night with the other--so that it--amunts to

a general awakening of the pools & neadows.

122 possi bly "was"
123 Could be "then" or "their"
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/]2 I hear this norning the Seringo sparrow
In the proceedings of the Nat. Hist Soc
for Dec. ‘56 there were presented by Dr. H R Storer
“A gl obul ar concretion of grass said to have
been fornmed by the action of waves upon the

sea shore.” Were not then sone obtained
by the Hoars or Enersons fromF. Pond?.!?

Pm1 go to the nmeadow at the
mouth of the MII brook to find the spawn of the
R hal ecina. They are croaking & coupling there
by thousands as before, though there is a raw E
wi nd to-day. | see them coupled nmerely--in
a few instances--but no such balls or nmasses
of them about one fermale as in the case of
the R sylvatica--though this may occur--
You can easily get close to them & catch
t hem by wadi ng-- The first |agoon wthin

any where

t he meadow was not a foot deep » & | found
the spawn where it was about 8 inches deep--
with a grassy & nossy bottom- | was principally
in 2 collections which were near together &
each about a yard in dianeter-- The separate
masses of this were from2 to 6.2 (or comonly 3 or
4) inches in dianeter--and generally | ooked
quite black & dense or fine egged in the water--
But it really on a closer inspection presented
quite an interesting variety of appearances--

The bl ack core is about the size of a

pin head & one half of it is white--

124 sl ashes are faint and m ght be bl eed-through
125 period could be a blotch
126 period could be a blotch
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It coomonly lies with the black side up--
& when you | ook directly down wp on it has
arich very darkbLuSurple appear ance-- when
with the white or wong side up--it®?” | ooks like
a mass of small silvery points or bubbles & you
do not notice the jelly-- But it lies also
at all internediate angles & so presents a
vari ety of appearances-- It is attached
pretty finely to the grass & rises just to the
surface-- There are very fine froth-1ike bubbles

nore or less nmingled with it-- | am not

sure that | can distinguish it fromthat of

the R sylvatica.

| caught several of the first--the dark bl otches on the

back were generally nmore or less roundish with a
crenate edge-- There are distinct raised |ight
bronze colored ridges fromthe snout along the side
head & body--whi ch were conspi cuous at a distance--
They were all that | caught, distinctly yell ow
% Yes} {they} {are} {rmale}%

white beneat h--& sone had green buttocks%% & now,
standi ng over them | saw that there were con-
siderabl e lateral bubbles fornmed when they
croaked--1. e. the {throaght} was puffed out on
each side quite far behind the snout. The
t ynpanum was very convex--& prom nent

A {evening} | find that the nmale R sylvatica
couples with or fastens hinmself to the back of the

%R fontinalis%

young bull frog(?) ”~ or {whatever}'® it is & the latter

whil e croaks?®® in short croaks 4 or 5 tines repeated

much |i ke the R sylvatica nethinks.

127 possi bly “H"
128 possi bly "what ever"
128 Underlined in penci

nean-
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/1 | hear the hyl odes peeping now at evening

bei ng at home--though I have not chanced

to hear any during the day. They prefer the evening.

Ap. 6th '58

A noi st fogg®® & very slightly drizzly evening

/1 It has been pretty foggy for several nornings.

Thi s makes the banks | ook suddenly greener--
apparently maki ng the green bl ades nore promi -
nent & nore vividly® green than before--prevailing
over the w thered ones--

PmRide to Lees diff & to 2d Division

/1 Brook-- It begins to grow cold about noon
After a week or nore of generally warm & pl easant
weat her-- They with whom | talk do not
remenber when the river was so low as this

top of the
season. The ”~ bathing rock above the island

/1in the main branch was nore than a foot out
of water on the 3d & the river has been
falling since-- On exanining the buds of
the elmat helianthus bank I find it is not
the slippery elm-& therefore I know but
one.

At Lee’s diff |I find no saxifrage in bl oom
above the rock--on account of the ground having
been so exposed the past exceedingly mld w nter

/1& no R fascicularis {where} there--but on a
few smal | {warn} shel ves under the rocks
t he saxi frage nakes already a pretty white
edgi ng al ong the edge of the grass sod
on the rocks--has got up 3 or 4 inches &

/I may have been out 4 or 5 days . XXX

130 possi bly “fogy”
131 Underlined in penci
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| also notice one col unmbi ne which nay bl oom
ina week--if it is pleasant weather— /1
The {Unus}!3? Anericana--is ap. just!® out here X /1
or possibly yesterday-- The U. fulva not yet--of course--

| arge rusty bl ossom
The ~ buds of the last have been extensively eaten
& mutilated prob. by birds--1eaving on the branches

which | exanmi ne nostly were shells--

| see in or® 2 places in |ow ground el der started

1/2 inch--before any other shrub or tree-— /1
The Turritis Strictais 4 to 6 inches high. /1

No nouse-ear there yet-- -- -- -- -- -- -- — /1
| hear hylas in full blast {2} 1/2'% Pm- /1

It is remarkabl e how such herbaci ous &
shrubby pl ant--sone which are decidedly ever-
green--have suffered the past very mld but
open winter on ac. of the ground being bare--
Accordingly the Saxifrage & and Crowf oot are
so backward not withstanding the warnth of
the last 10 days-- Perhaps they want nore noisture
too-- The aspleniumferns of both species are
very generally--perfectly withered & shrivelled
& in exposed places on hills the checker berry
has not proved an evergreen--but is conpletely
withered & a dead-leaf color-- | do not remenber
when it has suffered so nuch. Such plants
require to be covered with snow to protect them
A 2nd division the caltha palustris half a /1
dozen well out %the earliest may have been a day or 2 XXX
The first is but just coming out in cold
wood paths on the north sides of hills

whi ch make it very muddy--there only.

132 proper spelling is "U nus"

133 Possibly "jusst" or "justt"

134 Possi bly "on"

135 Stray mark above the fraction?

136 Space indi cates possible sentence end; no punctuation to indicate this point
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Returned by the Dugan desert--& stopped
at the nmll there to get the aspen-flowers
-- The very earliest aspens--such as grow
i n warm exposures on the S sides of hills
/1 or woods--have begun to be effete-- Qthers
are not yet out--
Tal ked a nonent with 2 little Irish(?)
8 or 10 yrs old
N boys ™ that were playing in the brook by the
mll-- Saw one catch a minnow- | asked
himif he need a hook-- He said no, it was
a dolly chunk(?) or sone such word dully
what asked-- Yes dully said he & he
woul d not venture to repeat the whol e word--
again. It was a snall horse hair ship
noose at the end of a willow stick 4 feet |ong
The horse hair was twisted 2 or 3 together. He
passed this over the fish slowmy & then jerked
hi m out-- The noose slipping & hold himhim-
It seens they are sonmetinmes made with wire to catch trout
{drawing} | asked himto let ne see
the fish he had caught ¥
5 inches | ong

It was a little pickerel ~--& appeared to

nme strange being transversely barred--&

rem nded me of the Wentham pond pickere
--but I could not renenber surely whether this
now the rule or the exception--but when
| get hone | found that this was the
/1 one which Storer does not name nor de-
Is it not the brook pickerel?
scri be--but only had heard of ~ Asking what
ot her fish he had caught--he said a pike

That said | is a large pickerel-- He said

13" This line is to the right of the drawing in M5

182



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

it had “a long long web Iike a ducks’ bill.”

It rapidly grows cold & blustering--

Ap. 7th ’58

A cold & gusty--blustering day.
We put on great coats again

Pm Down the great neadows- -
The river is low-even for sumer-- the ground
about the outnobst willow at ny boat’s pl ace
is high & dry. | cross the meadows & step across
the mll-brook near Ms Ripley’s. You hear
no stertorous sounds of the Rana halecina this

cold & blustering day--unless a few when you go

close to their breeding places & listen attentively.

Scarcely one has his head out of water--though
| see many at the bottom | wear |India rubber
boots & wade through the shall ow water where
they are found. In a shall ow shelf of water

on the neadow-with a grassy bottom-the

spawn will comonly all be collected in

one or 2 parcels in the deepest part, if

it is generally less than 8 or 10 inches deep--
to be prepared for a further fall-- You will
also find alittle here & there in weedy

ditches in the neadow- One f1% the first naned

parcels will consist of even a hundred
about 3 inch in dianeter
or 4

separate deposits N {crowded} together-- The
frogs are nost nunerous today about
& beneath the spawn-- Each little

mass of ova is pretty firmy attached

138 possibly “of” without the “o”

/1
/1
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to the stubbl e--not accidentally, but designedly

& effectivelly--and when you pull it off

| eaves some of the jelly adhering to the stubble.

If the mass is large it will run out of your
hand this side or that like a liquid or as
if it had life--like & “Sun squaw --"-- |t
is not injured by every ordinary agitation of
the water--but the nmass adhered wel | together--
It bears being carried any distance in a pail--
when dropped into the water again it falls wong
side up--showing the white sides of the cores
or £'% yolks(?) On the Great neadows |
stand cl ose by 2 coupled-- The male is very
nmuch the smallest--an inch at | east the
shortest--& nuch brighter colored. The line

or margins
or “halo” (?) ™ about its blotches is a distinct
yel l ow or greenish yellow- The fenal e has
a di stended paunch full of spawn.

Snipes rise 2 or 3 times as | go over the
nmeadow -

The renmarkabl e spawn of the 3d {alt}--just
bel ow the Holt(?) does not show its cylindrica
formso well as before--appears to have been
br oken up consi derably perhaps by creatures
feeding on it.

| see the remains of a duck which has died
on this nmeadow-& the S. E. edge of
the neadow is strewn with the feathers
of the water fow that plumed them
sel ves here before the water went down--

There is no water anywhere on these nmeadows

now- - except the one or 2 pernmanent pools

139 Crossed out open paren
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, which I cannot wal k through in my boots.

Where they have been di gging nud the past
winter in Beck Stow s Swanp-- | perceive that
the crust for 1 foot deep at |east consists

the rest mainly sphagnum

chiefly--or perhaps 1/2 of it-- ~ of the dead &
fallen stems of water androneda which have
accumul ated in course of tine.

| brought hone the above 2 kinds of spawn
in a pail-- Putting some of the Rana hal eci na
spawn in a tumbler of water | cannot see the
gel ati nous part--but only the dark or white
cores--which are kept asunder by it at
regul ar intervals.

The other (probably fish) spawn is seen
to be arranged in perfect hexagons--i.e.
the ova so inpinge on each other--but
where there is a {vent} or free side--it is a

Isnt this the formthat spheres pressing on each other equally on all sides

{assune}?

regular arc of a circle-- ~ | see the enbryo

already fish-like(?) curved round the yolk {--}

with a mcroscope. The greater part of the
fish spawn being left out in a firkin--was ap killed by the cold
Ap. 8th '58

the water freezing 1/2 inch thick ap 7th--
Surveying Kettell Farm

Could I have heard F. socialis along the
possibly for | hear it the 14th & perhaps the 12th?
street this An? or may it have been
the!® hiemalis? (V 12th)
Pol Iy Houghton cones al ong & says hal f

believing it--of my conpass “This is what

regul ates the nmoon & stars.”

140 Stray mark after “the”?
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Ap. 9th

April rain at last but not much
clears up at night
/1 At 4 1/2 Pmto bell meadow Fi el d--

/1 The Yew |l ooks as if it would bl oom

in a day or 2. & The stam nate

V 13th
/1S, hunmilis in the path in 3 or 4 days. "
el sewhere

Preb--it is already out » --if perchance that
ossibly it

was not ~ just beginning on the 6th on the Marl bor

o road? The pistillate appear nore for-

ward. It must follow pretty close to the

earliest willows.-- | hear the booni ng

/1 of snipe this evening & Sophia says she heard themon the 6th

The nmeadows havi ng been bare so |long they may have begun yet earlier

Per sons wal ki ng up or down our village street

in still evenings at this season--hear this

si ngul ar {w nnowi ng} sound in the sky over

t he meadows & know not which it is. This

“boom ng” of the snipe is our regular village
for the first tine

serenade. | heard it this evening » as | sat

in the house--through the wi ndow - Yet

Yet conmon & unusual & remarkabl e

as it is--yet not one in a hundred of the

villagers hears it & hardly so many know

what it is. Yet the majority knom?i t he

Ger mani ans who have only been here once--

M Hoar was al nost the only inhabi-

tant of this street whont* | have heard

speak of this note--which he used annually

to hear & listen for in his sundown or

eveni ng wal ks.

141 Possi bly "when"

186



E) WN P~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

R Rice tells ne that he has seen the
in strings

pi ckeri |l **2 spawn hung about ”~ on the brush--
esp. where a tree had fallen in-- He thinks
it was the pickerel’s because he has seen them
about at the tine. This seems to correspond
with mne of Ap. 3d--though he did recognize the
peculiar formof it.

| doubt if nen do ever sinply & naturally
glorify {Go d*®¥} in the ordinary sense--but it is
remar kabl e how sincerely in all ages they
glorify nature--the praising of Aurora, for

in all ages
i nstance, under sone form” is obedience
to as irresistible an instinct as that which inpels
the frogs to peep.
Ap- - 11%4t h

Pmto Lee's Ciff.

The bl ack spheres (rather dark brown) in the
R sylvatica spawn by Hubbard's grove, have
now opened &flatted out into a rude broad
pol I ywog form (This was an early speci nen)

Yest erday saw nol es working in a nmeadow -throw ng up heaps

I notice at the Conantum house--of which
only the chimey & frane now stands--a triangu-
| ar mass of rubbish--nore than 1/2 bushel {s}, resting
on the great {mantle}-tree against an angle
in the chimey--1t being mxed with clay--1 at
first thought it a nass of clay & straw
mortar, to fill up with, but I ooking

further I found it conposed of corn-

cobs & and the excrement {ane—ef} probably

142 proper spelling is pickerel but it looks |ike the second “e” is an

143 possi bly “God”
144 possi bly “10”
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of rats {drawi ng} of this form& size--&
of pure clay. Looking like the cells of
an insect. Either the wharf rat or

this country rat-- They had anciently chosen
So this was an old rats nest as well as human nest- -
this warm place for their nest, & carried
& so it is with every old house--
a great store of eatables thither--&
The rats’ nest may have been 150 yrs ol d.
the clay of the chi mey washi ng down had
Wher ever you see an old house there | ook for an old rats’ nest.
i ncrusted the whol e nass over. In hard
Conant says this house was built by Rufus Hosnmers Great Grand father%
times they had ap been conpelled to

eat the clay--or it nay be that they
love it. It is a wonder they had not set
the house on fire with their nest.
/1 Slip. el mXX {eew—}® crowfoot R fascicularis

/lat Lees--since the 6th ap a day or 2 before this. Muse
What that large frog bull frog like--but with

/lear not yet. brown spots on a dirty white throat--in a poo
? on Conant unf
/] See thinble-berry--& rose-bush |eafing under the rocks
Ap. 12--

Am Surveying part of Wn D. Brown’s
wood lot in Acton--W of factory-- Hear
//the huckleberry bird. &1 think the F. socialis
prob. for |I hear it the 14th
/'l The handsonest pails at the factory are of
oak--white--& sonme “gray” (perhaps scarlet)
but these are chiefly for stables. The
woods are all alive with pine-warblers
now - Their note is the music to which |
survey-- Now the early willows are in
on a hill side
[ltheir prime nmethinks. At angle H”*
of the Lot{,} I find the May fl ower--but

not in bloom- It appears to be commn

t here abouts.

15 mMarginalia: vertical text fromline 16 to 1
146 Al so underlined
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Returning on the RR the noon train
down passed us op. the old-maid Hosner’s
house-- In the woods just this side we cane
upon a partridge standing on the track between
the rails over which the cars had just passed.
She had evidently been run down--but though
a few small feathers were scattered al ong
for a dozen rods beyond her--& she | ooked

apparently
alittle ruffled--she was evidentty nore

di sturbed in mnd than body-- | took her up

and carried her one side to a safer place-- At

first she nade no resistance--but at length fluttered

out of ny hands--& ran 2 or 3 feet. | had to take
& drive
her up again & carry ~ her further off--& left her--
standing with head erect as at first--as if beside
hersel f. She was not lane--& | suspect her w ng
was broken-- | did not suspect that this
swift wild bird was ever run down by the
cars. W have an account in the news-
papers of every cow & calf that is run
ove’--but not of the various wild creatures
who neet with that accident-- It may
be many generations before the partridges
learn to give the cars a sufficiently wide
bert h.
Ap. 13th
Began to rain last evening & still rains
The tree sparrows sing sweetly canary like still.

Hear the first toad in the rather cool rains. 10 Am

147 Possi bly "over"
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t hrough the dark rain
1485ee N the first flash of |ightning--

in the west. horizon--doubting if it was
not a flash of ny eye at first--
but after a very long interval | hear
the low rumbling of the first thunder?4®
& now the sunmer is baptised & inau-
gurated in due form Is not the 1st
lightning the forerunner or warranty
of Summer heat. The air now contains
such an anmpunt of heat that it emts
a flash.

Speaking to J. B. More about the partridge
bei ng run down--he says that he was told
by Lexi ngton people sonme years ago that
they found a duck |ying dead under
the spire of their old neeting house (since
burned--) which stood on the battle ground.
The weat her cock--fe+ & it was a cock in this
case--was considerably bent--& the in-
ference was that the duck had fl own
against it in the night.

pmto the Yew

Shepherd’' s purse already going to seed--in bl oom

//there sone tinme. Al so Chi ckweed how | ong?

11

had t hought these would be | ater on--
ac. of the ground having been--so bare--& in-
deed they did suffer nmuch but early warm
weat her forwarded them
That unquestionable stam nate S. humilis beyond

Yew wi |l not be out for 3 or 4 days. Its old

18 false start in left margin?
149 Stray mark after “thunder”, possibly a comm?
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| eaves on the ground are turned cinder col or
--as are those under |arger & doubtful forns.

Epi gaea abundantly out--may be 4 or 5

days-- It was ap. in its winter state Mar. 28th
Ap 14th
Rains still--with one or 2 flashes of |ightning

but soon over
The Yew pl ucked yesterday bl ossons in house to-day--

v. 15--
Pm up Assabet - -

The river is a little higher on ac. of rain--
sweet six or 8 inch long floating
| see much ~ flag--{sweet}floating--it having
been cut up ap. by nusquash. {(} The 17th
prox. | see much of the sparganium cut up
close to the bottom al ong a nusquash path
at the bottom of a neadow where there was 1 foot
of water--

in tunbler
My Rana hal ecina spawn » is now flatted out-

& begins to betray the polly-wg form-I had al -
ready noticed a little notion in it fromtine to
time--but nothing Iike the incessant activity

of the enbryo fishes.

I find no sucker’s!®% ?)% nests yet. There has been
no rise of the river of any consequence--

At Ed. Hoar’s in the evening--1 |ook at
one of his slides through a mcroscope--at the
i nfusorial skel etons—of the {navicula} {draw ng}

& dunbel | {drawi ng} infusoria & &c--

Wth his mcroscope--1 see the heart beating
in the enbryo fish .%& the circulations distinctly
a long the body--

Ap 15th

S
Pmto sedge path S. humlis-

150 Underline is in penci
151 pl ot ch?
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/] 152 | see many planting now.

See a pair of wood peckers on a rai
& on the ground a-courting-- One keeps
hoppi ng near the other & the |atter hops away
a few feet--& so they accompany one anot her
a long distance--uttering sone-tines a faint
or short a-week

| go to find Hyl odes spawn-- | hear
some now peeping at mid afternoon--
in Potters neadow just N of his swanmp--
It is hard to tell how far off they are, At

of ten. nearer

a distance they ™ appear to be further—off than
they are, when | get nearer | think them
further off than they are--& not till |
get their parallax with nmy eyes by going
to one side do | discover their locality.
Fromtine to tine one utters that peculiar
guavering sound--1 suspect of alarm-like
that which a hen makes when she sees a
hawk-- The peep but thinly at this hour
of a bright day. Wading about in the
neadow t here bare | egged--1 find the
water fromtine to tine--though no deeper
t han before exceedingly cold. evidently
because there is ice in the neadow there
still. Having stood quite still on the
edge of the ditch close to the » edgehzf

t he mapl e swanmp--sone tine--& heard

a slight rustling near me fromtine to tine

152 sl ashes are faint and m ght be in penci
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| |1 ooked round & saw a m nk under the bushes

within a few feet-- It was pure reddi sh brown

above with a bl acki sh & somewhat bushy t ai
a blunt nose & sonewhat innocent | ooking
head. It crept along toward ne & around

me within 2 feet'™ in a semicircle--snuffing

the air--& pausing to | ook at ne severa

times-- Part of its course when nearest me

was in the water of the ditch. It then craw ed
slowy away & | saw by the ripple where it had
taken to the ditch again-- Perhaps it was after

a frog like nyself. It may have been attracted

{Yet} how nmuch bl acker was the creature
by the peeping. saw ap. 28 '57! a very diff color--{though} the tai

same form
The naturalist acconplishes a great deal by

pati ence--nore perhaps than by activity. He nust
take his position & then wait & watch. It
is equally true of quadrupeds & reptiles. Sit
still in the mdst of their haunts.

Yew ap. yesterday XXX The S. Hunilis of
the sedge path--X This is the smallest form of

it.
{silently}®*

Saw flitting ~ through the wood near the Yew 2 or 3

t hrushes nuch like at least the {T}. WIsonii-—-

& whitish side of throat (?) or cinnanon
a light ring about eyes-- ~ rather fox col. ~ tail--with

ashy reflections fromedges of primaries--flesh colored | egs--

Did not see the breast. Could it have been what
| have called.* T. solitarius?

Soon after nethought (?) | heard one faint
woodt hrush note(??) v 18th

Catch a peeper at Haden's pool-- | suspect

153 Perjod after “feet”?
154 Possibly "silently"
155 p| ot ch

/1
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may have been a fenal e--for though

kept it a day at honme it did not peep

It was a pale fawn color, out of water,

9/ 10 inch | ong--{draw ng}*® Marked wi th dusky
like this, though not so distinctly--

It could easily clinb up the side

of a tunbler & junped 18 inches

at once-- Equi setum arvense out by RR-&

[lprob. | saw it out on the 12th near the factory.

Ap. 16th

My fish ova in a tunbler has gradually
expanded till it is sone 3/16 of an inch
in diameter & for nore than a week
t he enbryos have been conspicuously active--
--hardly still enough to be observed with a
nm croscope-- Their tails-eyes--pectoral-fins--
&c--were early devel oped & conspi cuous.
Thels” keep up a regual ar jerking notion
as they lie curved in the egg--& so devel op
t hemsel ves-- This norning | set them

in the sun--& | ooking again soon after

//found that they were suddenly hatched--&

nore than half of themwere free of the

egg-- They were nearly 1/4 of an inch |ong

or larger®® than the dianeter of a perfect egg--
The substance of the egg shell seened to

have expanded & softened--& the enbryo

by its incessant quicking elongated it so that
it was able to extend itself {of} full |ength.
It then al nost incessantly kept

up a vibratory notion of its tail & its

156 drawi ng goes down five lines
157 Possi bly "t hey"
158 ppss. "longer"?
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pectoral fins & every few nonents it bunted--
agai nst the side of the egg--wearing it

away & extending it--till it broke through
sone tinmes it got its head out first--& then
struggl ed many m nutes before it escaped com
pletely. It was a pretty sight to see them
all rising inrediately to the surface--by

neans of the tail & pectoral fins--the first

vibrating from1/20%° to 1/30 of an inch--at an

angl e of about 45° {drawi ng} & then ceasing

their notions they steadily settled down again

Thi nk of the nmyriads of these m nnows
set free of a warmnorning & rising &
falling in this rise in their native el enent!

(Some are still in the egg on the 18th)

The incessant activity of these m nnows &

apparent vigor are surprising-- Already they
dart swiftly an inch one side like little

pi ckerel --tender as they are carrying the

whi ch gradual 'y dimnishes as | notice in a day or 2 after
yolk with them- ~ w-th They have no snouts yet

--or only blunt and rounded ones-- | have not
detected any general resting even at night--
t hough they often rest on the bottom day or

ni ght. They are renarkably aroused when

placed in the norning sun-- This sets them al

in nmotion-- Looking at themthrough a
a hundred at once
jar between you & the sun-- ~ They reflect

the colors of the rain bow-sone purple--others

violet--green &c--&c It is a wonder how

they survive the accidents of their condition

%9 ppss. "7" or "2"
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By what instinct do they keep together

in a school --

I think that the spawn coul d not have been

laid long when | found it Ap. 3d--it

was so perfect--& the enmbryo so slightly{.}

if at all devel oped. That was a sudden very

warm day. In that case they may be hat ched

in a fortnight.

That appeared to have been a general breedi ng pl ace

for this species of fish-- | |ooked a good

while on the 14th but could find none

near hone.

My hylodes in the tunbler will always hop

to the side toward the wi ndow as fast as | turn

it.

We nmay think these days of the nyriads of

fishes just hatched which come rising to the

surface. The water swarns with themas with the

nosqui t o.

Pmto Conantum

The rana syl vatica spawn at Hub's G ove

/Ibegins to kick free-- This is early-- | put

some in a bottle which being shaken in ny

wal k--1 find the enbryos all separated

fromthe ova when | get

hone-- These are

now regular little pollywgs & wi ggle

about in a lovely manner when the water

i s shaken. They are chiefly tail & head--

They | ook |ike the samara of the ash--&

in both cases this w nged--or feather like

tail it is that transports them-|

can al ready see {these}

little feet or fins.
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The bodki n-11i ke bul b--consi derably grown
inm tunbler & el sewhere--is prob. the water
purslane-- | see it floating * &ngﬁding out
many rootlets--on pools & ditches. In this
way it spreads itself.

The earliest red-maple | can see in this
walk is well out--on the Hub-Bridge Causeway- -
prob sone was yesterday-- XX

| sat a long time by the little pool behind
Lees’ --to see the hyl odes--Not one was heard there
only the skater insects were slightly rippling the
pur sui ng one another & breeding
surface » amd the grass-- The water is covered with
pretty proespt proserpinacea-- At length | see one
hyl odes--with heels up burying itself at the bottom
how wary they are-- After nearly half an hour | see
one sitting out on a blade of the floating purple
grass--but down he does®® again. They see or hear you
3 or 4 rods off-- They are nore active toward ni ght

Ap. 17th 58

Pm via Assabet to Coral - Rock

See several king-fishers--Redw ngs
still in flocks--& crow b. birds feeding
am d | eaves by Assabet side half a dozen to-
gether-- The fenale flowers of the Al der
are now very pretty when seen agai nst the
sun--bright crinson. | take up a
wood turtle on the shore, whose sternumis

covered with small ants.-- The sedge

is shooting up in the meadows- - erect

160 T probably meant “goes”

11

/1

11
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rigid & sharp--a gl aucous green
unli ke that of the grass on banks.
-- The Linnaea |like plant--turns out
to be Golden Saxifrage-- Its leaf is the
same form but smooth & not shrubby.
The R hal eci na spawn in tunbler
beqgins to struggle free of the ova--but it
is not so nuch devel oped as the R syl -
vatica-- Sone of the first may be a little
nore forward in the nmeadows-- | see sone
prob. this kind
today N flatted out, though I do not see
the frog. It made the sane sound however--
The R sylvatica is prob. generally the earliest.
Ap. 18th '58
Pmto Hub. G ove
A dandel i on open--will shed pollen tonorrow -X
The R sylvatica tadpol es have nostly w ggled away fromthe
Put some R hal eci na spawn whi ch has ovalet

? flatted out in a ditch on Hubbards | and- -

| saw in those ditches many snall pickere

/11and | ocked--whi ch appeared to be transversely

barred! They bury thenselves in the nud at ny
appr oach.
Exami ned the pods & ditches in that nei ghbor-
hood--i.e. of skull-cap ditch--for frogs--
Al that | saw distinctly--were—what except
2 R fontinalis--were what | have con-
sidered young bull frogs--mddling sized
frogs with a greeni sh brown back--& a throat

commonly white or whitish-- | sawin a

61 i ne under “ova

prob. used to separate “fromthe ova” fromline 19
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deep & cold pool --sone spawn placed just |ike

that of the R sylvatica & the R halecina--(It

in the open field) & the only frog | could distinguish

near it was a mddling sized one or larger with
yel low throat--not distinctly green but brown o
greeni sh brown above--but green a | ong each upp
jaw-a small portion of bright golden ring abou

the eye was to be seen in front.

was

a

r

er

t

On the spring near by | see 2 unquestionably

R fontinalis-- One much the largest & with
brighter nmottlings (prob on ac. of the season)
The upper & forward part of their bodies distin
green--but their throats white or whitish not
vellow. There were also 2 small & dark

colored frogs (yet with a little green tinge ab
the snouts) in the same spring.

| suspect that all these frogs may be the

R fontinalis--& none of thembull frogs. Certainly

those 2 unquestionable R fontinalis had no yel
to throats--& prob. they vary very nmuch in the
greenness of the back-- Those two were not

so nmuch barred in the legs as nottled &

in one the mottlings had quite bright hal os.
as al so had the 2 smal

hal os-- They had the yellow segnent in front part of eye 762

Have the bull frogs this? | doubt if | have
seen a bull frog yet--
| should say--with regard to that spawn,
| heard in the neighboring pool--the stertorous
ut tut tut like the R halecina. & al so one

dunp sound.

%2 |ine fromcaret to inserted text

ct
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ow
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t hat
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Frogs are strange creatures. One would
descri be them as peculiarly wary

& timd--another as equally bold &

Al that is required in studying themis patience--

i nperturbable. » You will sonetinmes wal k
a long way along a ditch-- | hear 20
or nore leap in one after another before
you--and see where they rippled the water--
wi t hout getting sight of one of them-
Sonetines as this afternoon the 2 R fontinalis--
when you approach a pool or spring--a frog
hops in & buries itself at the bottom-
You sit down on the brink & wait patiently
for his reappearance-- After a quarter of an
hour or nore he is seen to rise! to the surface
& put out his nose quietly w thout naking a
ri pple--eyeing you steadily. At |length he becones
as curious about you as you can be about him

He suddenly hops straight toward pausing within
a foot--& takes a near & leisurely view of you.
Perchance you nmay now scratch its nose with

your finger--& examne it to your hearts content

for it is becone as inperturbable as it was shy be-

fore. You conquer them by superior patience

& i rmmoveabl eness!®--not by qui ckness, but by

sl owness--not by heat but by col dness, --

You see only a pair of heads disappearing in the
weedy bottom & raising a few insect the poo
beconmes as smooth as a mrror and ap. as

uni nhabited. At length--after half an hour

you detect a frogs’ snout & a pair of eyes above

the green shine, turned toward you. &c

163 possibly “ris
for the “1”
164 possi bly “i moveabl e- ness”

or “rise” with the “e” above baseline or that

e

may be the dot
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It is evident that the frog-spawn is
not accidentally placed--sinply adhering to
t he stubble that nmay be nearest--but the
frog chooses a convenient place to deposit it.
--for in the above-named pool there was
no'® stout stubble rising above the surface ex-
cept at one!®® side--& there the spawn was
pl aced- -

It is remarkabl e how nuch the musquash
cuts up the weeds at the bottom of pools

sweet

and ditches--burr-reed--flags--pontederia--yel-lily--
grass like
fine » rushes--{& now you see it floating on the
surface--sonetimes ap. where it has merely burrowed
al ong the bottom

| see where a ditch was cut a few years ago in a
wi ndi ng course--& now a young hedge of alders is
springing up fromthe bottom on one side--winding with
the ditch-- The seed has evidently been caught
init, as in a trap.

Ap 19th 58

Spend the day hunting for my boat which
was stolen-- As | go up the river side
| see a mal e marsh- hawk- - hunti ng- -
He skins along exactly over the edge of the

wat er on the neadowy side not nore than

3 or 4 feet fromthe ground & winding with

for in such a torturous line do the frogs sit. They prob. know

the shore--looking for frogs. ~ It nust be easy

about what tinme to expect his visits--being regularly deci mated--

for himto get a breakfast. Far as | can
Particul ar hawks from particul ar neadows- -
see with a glass he is still tilting this way & that--

over the water |ine.

165 pl ot ch after “no”
166 p| ot ch bet ween “one

and “side”
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At F. H Pond | see half a
mle off 8 large water fow which
| thought at first were | arge ducks--
t hough their necks appeared | ong. Study-
ing thempatiently with a glass--1 found
that they had gray backs--black heads &
necks with perhaps green reflections--white
breasts--dark tips to tails & a white spot
about eyes on each side of bill-- At first
t he whol **” bird had | ooked nuch darker |ike black
ducks--. | did not know but they night be
but at length inclined to the opinion that they were geese
brant or some very |large ducks-- » A5 1/2
being on the Common | saw a small flock
// of geese going ove!® N E. Being rem nded of the
bi rds of the norning--and their nunber--1 | ooked
again--& found that there were 8 of them &

probably they were the same | had seen--

/1 The Cedar {ardele} Lees diff. ap XX al so

/1 Edith Enerson found themthere yesterday X al so col unbi nes

/1V. ovata on bank above (X 2 of them*
/1 & the early potentilla ap. 13th !'!
| hear the pine warblers there & al so what
I thought a variation of its note--quite different
yet | thought not unfanmiliar®® to nme-- After-
wards al ong the wall under the M ddl e Conantum
[1]iff--1 saw many Gol dfi nches nale & fenal e
The males singing in a very sprightly & varied manner--
sitting still on bare trees-- Also uttered their
watery twitter & their peculiar mewing. In
the neanwhile | heard a faint thrasher’s note
as if faintly but perfectly instated by some

bird 20 or 30 rods off-- This surprised ne

very much-- It was equally rich & varied

187 pPossi bl y “whol e”
168 possi bly “over”
169 possi bly “unfamirliar”
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& yet | did not believe it to be a thrasher-- Deter-

mned to find out the singer | sat still with ny

glass in hand--& at length detected the singer

a goldfinch sitting within gun shot all the

while-- This was the nost varied & sprightly performer

of any bird | have heard this year--& it is strange that |

never heard the strain before. It nmay be this note

which is taken for the thrasher’s before the |atter comes.
Pm down ri ver- -
I find that my R hal ecina spawn in the house

is considerably further advanced thatn' that

left in the nmeadows-- The latter is not only

deeper beneath the surface now on ac. of the

rain--but has gathered dirt fromthe water

so that the jelly itself is now plainly seen--

& sonme of it has been killed prob. by frost being

exposed at the surface-- | hear the sane tut tut

tut prob--of the halecina still there--though not /1

so generally as before.

See 2 or 3 yellowlilies nearly open--show ng
nost of their yellow-beneath the water. say in 2 /1
or 3 days.

Rice tells me of wi nging a shel drake once
just below F. H Pond--& pursuing it in a boat
as it swamdown the stream-till it went
above at Hubbard’' s'"* wood & crawled into a
wood chuck’s hol e about a rod fromthe water
on a wooded bank-- He could see its tai

& pulled it out.

170 poss. “than”
71 Stray mark or additional apostrophe after

S
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He tells of seeing cartloads of |anprey
eels in the spawning season clinging to
the shores at a damin Saco. & that

if you spat on a stone & cast it into
the swift water above themthey would directly
et go & wigglee down the stream & you
could hear their tails snap |Iike whips
on the surface--but—f—yeu'’? as if the
spittle was poison to them-but if you
did not spit on the stone they woul d not
et go. He thinks that a flock of

geese will sonetines stop for a wounded

one to get well.

/1 Hear of bluets found on Saturday the 17th
how | ong?
/1 Hear a toad sing at 9 pm Perhaps

I first hear them at night though cool er--

//because it is still. R W E saw an anenone on the 18th
Ap 20

/1 Pm Rain storm begins with hai
Ap. 21st

Geo. Melvin says that Joshua Haynes once saw
a perch depositing her spawn & the male foll ow ng
behind & devouring it.!? Garlic' in his book on
Pisciculture says that the perch spawn in My.

Mel vin says that these short nosed brook
pi ckerel are caught in the river also--but
rarely weigh nore than 2 |bs.

The puddl es have dried off along the road

dar k
& left thick deposits or water lines of the ™ purple

172 Stray mark after “you”?
18 T is referring to Theodatus Garlick
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anthers of the elmcoloring the ground |like saw
dust-- You could collect great quantities of them
The arbor vitae is ap effete--already
Ed. Hoar says he heard a wood-thrush the 18th
Pmto Easterbrook’s & Bateman's Pond- -
The {Bendzoni a} yesterday & possibly the 19th XXX
So much being killed--it m ght otherw se have
been earlier yet-- Populus grandi dentata sone
days at least-- The C. florida flower-beds
are killed. The rocks on the E side
of Bateman’s Pond are a very good pl ace for
ferns. | see sone very |large Leather apron
unmbilicaria there-- They are flaccid &
unrol | ed now showi ng nost of the olivaci ceous'’
pur sl anes upper side. This side feels cold & danp
while the other the black is dry & warm-not-
wi thstanding the warmair-- This side evidently is
not expanded by npoisture. It is alittle
exciting even to neet with a rock covered
with these livid (?) green aprons--betraying so
much life. Some of themare 3/4 of a foot
in dianeter. What a growth for a bare
rock!
Ap 22d
Hear martins about a box
Pm To Hubbard’ s Great neadow.
The spawn of April 18th is gone! It
was fresh there & ap. sone creature has eaten

it.-- | see spawn (R halecina-like) in the

174 actual word is "olivaceous" meaning olive-green

11

11

11

11

/1

205



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

11

|arge pool S. E. of this & catch a'® | catch
an'’® ap common sized! R hal ecina near it

The general aspect dark brown with & bronze
colored stripes along sides of back--1/10 of
an inch wide. Spots roundish with a dul
green hal o--a roundi sh spot on each orbit
--no bright spots. | catch ap another in

the Great meadow-& | think sonme R hal ecina
are still spawning--for | see some perch

spawn t here.

Andor medal'” ap. a day or 2--(at |east at

edge of I|sland wood which | have not seen)

I wal k al ong several brooks & ditches &

see a great many yet spot turtles--severa

/I coupl es copul ati ng-- The upper nost in-

variably has a depressed sternumwhile

the other’'s is full antd—se The E. pictas

see 2 ap. coupled on the shore--

/lare evidently breeding also. » You see both

kinds nowin little brooks not nore than
a foot wide--slowy & awkwardly novi ng
about one another. They can hardly make
their way against the swift stream

| see one E. picta holding on to a weed
with one of its fore feet-- Meanwhile

a yel -spot-turtle shoots swiftly down
the streamcarried al ong by the current
& is soon out of sight-- The E pictas,
are also quite comon in the shallows on

the river’'s nmeadows-- | see many mmsses

175 large blotch after
176 possi bly “an”
Y7 T switched “r” and “o

a

i n andr omreda

in between lines 1 and 2
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beneath it

1788 ~ a row of small er

roundi sh spots--as Storer says

a large roundi sh spot on the upper & inner

side of each orbit & one on the top of the head

before it--

The throat & forward part of

the belly creamcol ored. Abdonmen & inside

of the linbs bright {—+——+—us} ochreous yell ow -

nost of which is seen in | ooking at the back

of the frog. Tynmpanum slightly curves in

m ddl e

% anot her {one} {is} {

} 3/4 inch | onger)%

The female is about ef!'® an eighth of an inch | onger ~

--besi de being now fuller (prob of spawn)--the pale brown

or fawn brown is nore brassy or bronze-like & does not be-

conme darker

178 “peneath. .. 115".

i ndi cat es pl acenent

179 « of "

crossed out

This text was witten on a two-sided note waxed to M5 210. T

by “V.S.”
in pencil

next day--she has no very-oblong squarish

(v other side)

at bottom of MS 211
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Spots on back--but snaller & roundi sh ones

& many fine dusky spots interspersed--is

t hi cky!® dark spotted on sides--Throat & belly
white or pale cream col or--Si des of abdonen
only & inside of |inbs nuch paler yellow

than the male.--has no %dark spots on orbits
or on head in front% (anot her specinen {prob})
18150

150

1.03) (5

115

180 O “thickly”
181 “50” to “115” is witten perpendicularly to |ast
that is adhered to M5 210

line of text of attached note
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of enpty or

Ap.

| receive today Sanguinaria Canadensis

fromBrattl eboro wel

In a large box ful

23d

hal f enpty R hal eci na spawn—

i n bl oom how | ong?

of May-fl owers.

{The} toads sing now by day--but not

very | oud now generally--

VWhat is that Salix

j ust

out XX by the oak stunp on S. Brown’s

land S of the Island? There is nore of it-

%ap. % both sexes--by the elmon the hill-Shore

N of Dod’s. Is it S.

| arge head ap

of a bul

% per haps} {Salix}%

rostrata?

N | see the

frog%% by the

river side {of} many md sized frogs

(ap. bull-frogs--green above & nore

or

| ess dark spotted--with either yell ow

or white throats.) sitting along the

wat ers edge now -

junp together

of the abdonen & inside of |inbs}¥® is dusky!® brown--& next

day,

Thi

think is a male fromthe size & the equally bright yellow

into the river--
s | find to be about an average sized one of 4 or 5 that
long * -- Above pale brown--or fawn brown (another which

both the males are of this col or--

v May 1st & 2nd
Catch 2 R palustris coupled--~ They

The male is 2 1/4 inches

So you must

noti ce'® the change of color of frogs.)--with 2 rows of

% or

3%

very oblong 4% or nore tines as |ong as broad, squarish

ended dark brown spots with a light brown edge.

The near

Also a simlar

182
183
184
185

Parenthesis is crossed out
“ duskyli

“tice” was added in penci

“gn

is crossed out

in pencil

row al ong each side V. S

in pen
is underlined in penci

and “2 or

ones becom ng smal |l er & roundi sh--

311

was added

di stingui sh

11

11

11

11

11
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/] Saw a viola blanda in a girl’s hand--

Ap 24th

Acold N W wind-- | go at 8 Am
to catch frogs to conpare with the
R palustris & wateein bull frog which
have-- But® | find it too cold for
them Though | walk nore than a
mle along the river I do not get
sight of one--and only of one or
2 turtles-- Neither do | find any nore
frogs (though nany E. picta) trate
at 4 pmit being still cold. Yet
the frogs were quite numerous yesterday--
This shows how sensitive they are to changes
of temperature. Hardly one puts its head
out of the water--if ever he creeps out the
grassy or nmuddy bottom this cold day.
That proserpi nacea deserves to be nanmed
after the frog--ranunculus, or what not? it

& pretty

is so conmobn ~ at the bottomthe shall ow
grassy pools where | go |ooking for spawn--
It is remarkable that | see many E. pictas
dead al ong the shore--dead within a few

weeks apparently--al so a sternothaerus. ¥
alive

[/ One of the last » emtted no odor today.

Salix alba at Wend of RR bridge XXXX
| find washed up by the river side part
of a pal e greenish egg-shell bigger than

a hen’'s egg which was prob the egg

186 “But” first witten with a | ower case “b”
187 pl ot ch?
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of a duck--laid in the neadow | ast
year or |ately.

There is an abundance of the R hal eci na
spawn near the elnms at the hill Shore

senm opaque

N of Dod’s®. |t is now ” greenish & flatted down
& run together--nostly hatched & a good dea
has been killed up--by the cold-- The
wat er thereabouts is swarmng with
t he young polly wogs for a rod about--
but where have all the frogs hidden
t hemsel ves?

E. Hoar saw the myrtle-bird to-day

The polly wogs nmust be a long tine grow ng
for | see those of |ast year not nore
than 2 inches |ong--also sone nuch | arger

The hatched frog spawn is quite soft & ap.
di ssolving at last in the water-- Yet possibly
that mass of jelly once brought are on a
stake--was this jelly consolidated.

I think that ny willow of yesterday (V.l.p.6.1.)
is the “narrow serrate-glaucous” of any 25 57—
The sterile catkins are 1/2 inch or a little nore in
| ength--& broad in proportion--of a downy reddish

wi th rounded scal es bl ack-brown

gray aspect when bursting into bl oom "8 -pegins to bl oom
After a few days when {fallen} out the flowers are greenish yell ow
on one side. It is earlier than the R rostrata,
k.f.stringed near the Joe Bennett Bridge)-- The twigs
are either yellow with dusky green bl otches--or
they are

al so » dark purplish. The stipules (if they are

not | eaves) are quite conspicuous & 1/4 of

188 possi bly “Dad’s”
18 |ine drawn fromcaret to inserted text

/1

11
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an inch or nore in | ength--nmore conspi cuous
/%%t han those of any ot her mative indigenous
willow that | have seen unless it be the
pistillate old S. sericea by bath rock (altered
downy cat ki ns S. petiolaris of aug 25 '57 not so forward.
to M S. petiolaris aug 25 57) ~ The S. rostrata
in my pressed specinen has not such devel ope{r}
stipul es when in bloom or some days yet.
At the elmwhat is prob--the pistillate
of the sane S. growing by its side--has
yet larger stipules, on | eaves,--but smaller
& nore slender & ovate catkins--1ess
downy with fewer, but nore conspi cuous
bl ack ti pped scal es.
downy cat ki nst%
The O d. S. Sericea by Rock (low ™ S. Petiolaris)
X judging fromits fertile catkins should be in bl oom

now.

| find that my fish ova was not all killed
sone weeks ago in the firkin as | supposed
--for many that were accidentally left in
it have hatched--& they | ove the cold of
[ ast night better than those hatched earlier
& kept in the |arger vessel--(tub) which
froze but thinly--while the firkin froze nearty
1/4 of an inch thick |ast night.

Ap. 25th
Pmto Assabet. Approaching the

Island | hear the phe phe, phe phe,

phe phe, phe phe, phe--the sharp

199 stray mark?
191 Possi bly "ki nned"
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whi stling note of a fish-hawk--& | ooking

round--see himjust afterward | aunchi ng away

fromone of the swanp white oaks S. W of the

I sl and- -

There is about half a second between

each note--& she utters themeither while

perched or while flying--

He shows a great.

proportion of w ng--& some white on back

The wi ngs are nuch curved- -

He sails al ong

some 80 feet above the water.!? edge--

| ooking for fish--& alights again quite

near-- | see himan hour after ward about

t he sane spot.

See a barn swal | ow'®®

Al so see one nyrtle-bird--& Goodwi n says

he heard a stake-driver

Ap. 26th 58

sever al

days ago.

Alittle snowin the night--which is seen

agai nst the fences this norning— {See} a chew nk

(male) in the Kettell Place woods.

i ndi genous

Pmgo to River to look for willows

The » willows now in bl oomor just com ng
except {when} naned

i nto bl oom (I
1st {th
by S. Browns oak stunp--& by elmat Hil

both sexes--& in a large clunp 8 or 9 ft high op.

| ook esp. at the staminate ones.) {are}

e} ap. W_of rock one of Ap 23d--which grows

(yet Wof rock it is much later now!)

bal m of gil eads--al so commonly in Hubbards G eat

steril e Hoewer catkins are snal

The 1st 2 {of}

all males which I {will} {string}--
nmeadow near Rocked mapl e! ~-- These

& pretty downy with

bl ack scal es seen through the down--oval in bloom

with stipules at

&c

with catkins 1 inch |long at

V. 1'%, p.b. 1'%, The scales nostly of one--

192
193
194
195
196

“water.” poss. “waters”

| ooks like there is a penci
Possi bly "there"

Possi bly “1”

Possibly “I”

line drawn from end of

shore N of Dodds (ap.
the 2 {&} 3

least 1/2 the length of the catkins{--}&c

river edge of the French rock?

“swal | ow’

The 2 early famlies Discolor? & Hum |is being about done--

I's not that the sane

to sl ashes

11

11
11
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The fertile catkins--(if

it be the {U of rock one

& of f Wheel er gate one}) are quite small at

first--with stipules or

own | engt h--or

| eaves about their

nore devel oped than those

of the sterile-- They differ fromthe sericea & seri-

cea like in being pointedly ovate--with few

flowers & conspicuous scattered bl ack scal es

little conceal ed by down--& they rapidly extend them

selves & grow | ooser & | ooser--

/1 The 2d apparently in order of tinme (if it is not

the sane with the |ast)

is stringed about 8 rods

N of stone bridge by shore 3 feet high--out a

| ong

/lday or 2. The ™~ twigs are very densely covered with

cat kins about 5/8 of an inch |long & openi ng nearer
broadly & regularly cylindrical, &
the apex than the last-- They are ™ al nost paralle

with the twig--

1/8 of an inch or

Stipules very slightly devel oped

nore in length only--1arge bl ack

scal es general |y adhering-- The down about the sane

as in |ast,

but nmore conspicuously in rows (as if

conbed) with the bl ack scal es seen between them -

The 3d perhaps in order of time (or with | ast)

is stringed about

15 rods SE of the rocked mapl es

/1in Hubbards nmeadow - opened up yesterday. The

cat ki ns j ust

bef ore expandi ng about 5/8 inch | ong

& peculiarly dense bl ack-scal ed? narrow cylindrica

with very little or short down

N with conspicuous stipules about 1/2 their |ength.

opens on the side--on |long slender tw gs--reddish

or dark purplish--

f r om what

suppose the W of

mapl e & stringed?

Is it not a decidedly dif in {hop}

rock--5-6 rods nearer the

4th The Sericea |ike of bath rock--al so

by hill of Weeler cottage--& at RR S side--

97 “dense”

“bl ack”

and “scal ed”

al so have an additiona

under | i ne.

See M5 216
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maybe!®® be out but | do not know it.

5th a peculiarly |oose fuzzy woolly stringed-

one in a large clunmp by meadow edge

W of grindstone rock-- nay open tonorrow or

next day--begins to open on side near apex

catkins 1/2 to 3/4 inch |ong--rather conspi cuously

{& catkin bud, not obviously double
stal ked with browni sh scales » & stipules noderately

devel oped {or}?'® about 1/2 their length-- Tw g browni sh

yel l ow-- The wool or down peculiarly long & fuzzy as if

unkenmpt nearly concealing as yet the black or dark
In prinme May 4th
scal es

6th An S. rostrata stringed by near stone bridge

stunp--not yet for ap. 2 or 3 days V Ap. 27th

7-th by the Wedge of the river opposite
& stringed

{no} 2d & 8 or 9 feet high-- Very densely woolly ovate

about 1/2 inch long or nore
catkin ~ thickly placed along dark purple tw gs

--generally showi ng neither scales nor anthers yet

with well devel oped stipules at least 1/2 their |ength--

%Un prime my 4th%
may open in 2 or 3 days--

Stringed bet. woods bridge & RR--an

ap. Discolor--now going to seed--& effete-- It is chiefly
sterile--but has also fertile catkins--& also catkins

both fertile & sterile--the ovaries being snooth bright

green.
Ap 27
Am | ooked at willows by RR-- The earli est
S. rostrata on the W side not far fromroad wl|
open ap. tonmorrow XXX This is earlier than the

others with larger & nmore cylindrical catkins.

1% line 1 appears to be witten over a false start
19 poss. "in"

/1

11

11

/1

11

11
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All the S. rostrata sterile catkins

can find are at present--or before opening

peculiarly tender pale greenish catkins--generally
ovoid & about 1/2 inch or less in |length--

with slightly devel oped & not yet spreadi ng?®
stipules (One var. as the above is nore

forward a little--1onger??! cylindrical & nore reddish)

al
They ™ have m nute reddish tipped greenish yell ow

scal es--with |l arge browni sh red catki n-bud
scal es on red or reddish tw gs--

The S. torreyana sterile ap. yesterday x

with viabl e doubl e scal es

agai nst {Col ber’s} fence-catkins an inch |ong--
The {fertile} on opposite side of RR at present
narrow | anceolate in form & {pointed} with 3/4 inch | ong--
dark colored with fuzzy wool & bearing the |ong
poi nted brown inner scale like a { p} on the top of
t he Cat ki n.

It has been so cold since the 23d that | have
not been able to catch a single frog--have hardly
seen where one junped--as | wal ked t hrough the
meadows | ooki ng for them-though in some warner
places | heard a |l ow stertorous R-halecina |like
note fromafar-- The tortoises are stirring
much nore. Frogs appear to | ove warm &

noi st weat her--rainy or cloudy. The will sit

thickly along the shore--ap. snall bull frogs &c--R palustris

My young fishes had the pectoral fins &
tail very early devel opi ng--&+—f———3 but not yet
can | detect any other fins with ny glass. They
had mouths which | saw t hem open as soon as
hat ched & nore & nore a perch-1ike head--
| think that with Hoar’s microscope | de
tected 2 dorsals fins such as the perch have--

When | put them suddenly in the sun

200 Underlined in penci
201 Anrper sand before “l onger”?
202 pPossi bly “vari abl e”
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they sink & rest on the bottom a nonent.

The French work for schools of Edwards & {Cont

not till of

it is said that the perch spawns enty N at the
age of 3 years--& in the spring. “The ova are
joined together by sone glutinous matter in |ong
strings (cordons) intertwined with the weeds.” p 36

| noticed yesterday that the again the
newly laid spawm at the cold pool on Hubbard's
land was all gone--& that in the Bangor poo
S of it was nuch di m nished-- What creature
devoured it?

Snows hard in Pm & evening--quite wintry
about an inch on ground the next norning.

Ap. 28th

Blustery N Wwind & wintry aspect-- Am
Down river to | ook at wllows

The Conmon S. cordata ap not 3 within 3 2 days
at least-- This S. is not always conspi cuous- -
by doubl e {esecaete} scaled--now is the scale carried
up on the catkin-- It is not always even on
that of the S. Torreyana.

I's not that small willow now well out, & strin
by shore 3ds SWof Shattuck’s elmthe same with
no 3d of 26th--only a little |l ess black scaled. a fo
or 2 N E of it toward oak is a very slight female
stringed (2 tied together). ap sane kind {of} v.

| see the fish-hawk again {above} { } 208
Island--as it fIieslgmhirectIy over ny head- -

see that its body is white beneath--& the white

on the forward side of the wi ngs beneath-

203 W& think "Island" refers Egg rock based on ot her
make out the word before it.

e}

ged

ot

near by nentions of

/1

/1

/1

NB

NB

it but cannot
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204 f extended across the breast could forma
regul ar crescent {drawing} Its w ngs do not
forma regular curve in front but an
abrupter angle. They are | oose & broad
at tips {drawi ng} This bird goes fishing slowy
down one side of the river & up again,
on the other 40 to 60 ft high continually
poising itself alnmobst or quite stationary
with its head to the NWw nd & | ooki ng down
flapping its wings enough to keep its place
-- Sonetinmes stationary for about a minute-- It is
not shy. This boisterous weather is the time to
see it.

| see the nyrtle bird in the sane sunny pl ace
S. of the Island woods--as fornmerly-- Thus are
the earliest seen each spring-- In some warm
& cal mplace by the water side--when it is cool
& blustering el sewhere-- The barn swallows & a
martin are already skimm ng | ow over that
smal | area of smooth water within a few feet
of one--never |eaving that spot & | do not
observe themthus playing el se where-- Incessantly
stoopi ng back & forth there.

Pmto Ledum Swanp

At Clam Shell ditch one equisetum

[Isylvaticumwi || ap open tonorrow XX

/] Strawberries are abundantly out, there how | ong?

Sone Salix tristis--bank near beonyces

/11X Did | not put it too early in |ast

year’'s bit?® of willows?--prob. earlier elsewhere?

The snow peas generally gone about

204 This page is M5 220 and al so M5 222 (duplication)

205 Possibly "list"
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20610 Am except in circular patches in
the shadow of the still |eafless trees.
Ap. 29th

St {orrow} 2" Hi ggi nson plucked the Uva urs
fully out the 25th {ult}--perhaps 2 or 3 days /1
for it was nearly out, he says, the 18th!!! By his
account it was on Pine Hil

| heard yesterday at Ledum swanp the
lively ¥ sweet yet sonewhat whinsical note
of the Ruby crowned wren--& had sight of him /1
a noment-- Did | not hear it there the
10th ult(?)

Noticed a man killing on the side walk by M -

nott’s a little brown snake{--}2®with bl ackish

mar ks al ong each side of back-- --&c pink belly--
Was it not the C. anpenus? /1
Ap 30th

Pm 1 carry the rest of ny little
fishes 15 or 20 to the cold pool in Hubbards /1
ground-- They are about 1/4 inch long still &
have scarcely increased in |ength.
| learn that one farnmer seeing nme stand-
ing along tine still in the mdst of a
pool (I was watching for hylodes) said
that it was his father who had been drinking
sone of Pat Haggerty’'s rum & had | ost
his way hone-- So setting out to |ead

hi m hone he di scovered that it was |--

206 This page is M5 221 and al so M5 223 (duplication)
207 according to 1906
208 Maybe a period
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| find a Fringilla nelodia nest with
/15 eggs--part at |east nust have been
[ aid before the snow of the 27th but
it is perfectly sheltered under the shelving
turf & grass on the brink of a ditch.
The snow woul d not even have touched the
bird sitting on them
It is much warmer, & now for the
[/first time since Ap. 23d | find frogs out
(perhaps | could have found sone yesterday.)
-- The earliest S. rostrata by RR--Wside of
[ XX--{some} on E side is hardly later--
I noticed one of the large scroll ferns
[Iwith its rusty wool up 8 inches on the 28th
/] See a white-throated sparrow by Cheney’s
wal | --the stout chubby bird--
After sundown
By river-side-- The frogs & toads are
[Inow fairly awake-- Both are nmpbst nusi cal
now at evening. | hear now on various
sides along the river & its meadows--that

| ow stertorous sound--(lLike that of the

Rana hal eci na--) which |I have heard occasionally
for a few days--(1 also hear it in Stows’ field

by RR--with toad's singing— --2° It is exceedingly

like the note of the R hal ecina, yet

| fancy it is sonewhat nmore softly purring--
qui vering

with frequently a low ~ chuckling or in-

qui sitive croak—-which | ast takes the place

of the bull-frog-like er _er er of the hal ecina.

This is the only dif--bet it & the hal eci na
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that | amsure of-- The short quivering croak

rem nds nme of the alarm (?) note of the hyl odes

| suspect it is the R Palustris, now breeding /1

v. May 1st | hear no sni pe. /1
Frogs &c are perfect thernmoneters-- Somne

that | had in a firkin were chilled to stiffness

--which their fellows buried thensel ves again in

the nud of the meadows--i.e. in a cold

night at this season they are stiffened in

the small ones r. palustris

a tub of water ~ --not being able to bury thensel ves
They appear to loose their |links or portions of them-which

i n mud. sl ough of f in consequence
May 1st
A warm & pl easant day--remni nding nme /1
of the 3d of April---when the R hal ecina

waked up so suddenly & generally. & now { }s
then, ap a new allied frog--is al nost equally
wi de awake--the one of |ast evening (& before)
this warm& still Pm

When | am behind Cheney’s | hear a voice
calling to oxen 3/4 of a mle distant--& | know
it to be Elijah Wods-- It is wonderful how
far the individual proclainms hinmself--
out of the thousand nillions of human bei ngs
on this globe |I know that this sound was
made by the lungs & larynx & |ips of E--
wood- -and as sure of it as if he nudged
nmne with his el bow & shouted in ny ear-- He
can inmpress hinmself on the very atnosphere

t hen--can launch hinself a mle threugh

on the wi nd--through tree{s} & rustling sedge
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& over rippling water--associating with

a nyriad sounds--& yet arrive distinct

at nmy ear--& yet this creature that
that was so noticeable

is felt so far-- ~ lives but a short

time--quietly dies & makes no nore noi se
that | know of-- | can tell himtoo

with my eyes by the very gait & notion
of himhalf a mle distant-- Far nore
wonderful his purely spiritual influence
--that after the | apse of thousands of
years--you may still detect the indi-
vidual --in the turn of a sentence or the
tone of a thought!! E. Wod has a pe-
culiar way of nodulating the air--
{inparts} to it peculiar vibrations--which
several tines when standing near himl
have noticed--& now a vibration spreading
far & wide over the fields & up & down
the river--reaches me & may be hundreds
of others--which we all know to have been
produced by M Wod' s pipes.
However--E. Whod is not a match for
alittle peeping hylodes in this respect.
& there is no peculiar divinity in this.
The inhabitants of the river are
peculiarly w de awake this warm day- -
fishes frogs & toads-- Fromtine
to time--& quite often | hear a trenen-
dous rush of a pickerel after his prey--

--they are peculiarly active--may be after
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the rana palustris now breeding-- It is a perfect

frog & toad day-- | hear the stertorous notes

of last evening fromall sides of the river

at interval s--but nost fromthe grassiest

& war nest or

shores-- 1 get sight of 10 or 12 rana--
one ap. male utters one fine sharp squeak when caught.
pal ustris--& catch 3 of them” -- Also

nost sheltered & sunni est

see by the shore one ap a young bull-frog (?)

with bright or vivid |ight green just al ong
[a dark Iine bet. this & jaws] & a white throat
its jaws-- ~ head brown above-- This is the case

wi th one |

have in the firkin--which | think

was at first a dull green-- These are the

only kinds

| find sitting along the river--

The rana palustris is the prevailing one--& I

suppose it

| ast ni ght.

time-- you will

makes the hal ecina |ike sound descri bed
It does--V May 2d
They will be silent for a |long

see perhaps one or 2 snouts & eyes

above the surface--then at |ast may hear a coarsely
[often rapid and as if it began with a p.]
purring croak-- ~ at a distance sounding softer &

like tut tut tut tut tut lasting a 2nd or 2

& then perchance others far & near will be

excited to utter simlar sounds & all the shore

seens alive with them However | do not as yet

succeed to see one nake this sound-- Then there nmay

be anot her

pause of 15-30 m nutes

The rana palustris | eaves a peculiar strong

scent on the hand--which rem nds ne of

day when |

went a-fishing for pickere

& used a frog’'s leg for { } 20

21%r emai nder

of

line cut off on transcriber’s copy

11
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1 try to think what it snells like-- | am

2 inclined to say that it might be

3 the bark of sone plant-- It is disagreeable.
4 Some are in the water others on the shore.

5 I do not see a single R halecina--

6 ? Wat has becone of the thousands

7 wi th which the meadow swarned a

8 nonth ago? They have given pl ace

9 to the R palustris. Only their spawn

10 nostly hatched & dissolving remains--&

11 det ect

12 | expect to see the spawn of the palustris

13 soon- -

14 | find many ap. young bull frogs in

15 %rob. R palustris%

16 t he shaded pools on the Island neck. *

17 There is one good sized bull frog anpbng them
%NB18 The toads are so nunerous--

Thi 49prob the first
bul 2Ofrog of the season%'!
21

22 some sitting on all sides, that their

23 ring is a continuous sound throughout

24 the day & night--if it is warm enough--

25 as it now is--except perhaps in the norn-
26 ing. It is as uninterrupted to the ear--
27 as the rippling breeze or the circul ations
28 of the air itself--for when it dies away
29 on one side it swells again on another--
30 & if it should suddenly cease all men woul d
31 exclaim-at the pause--though they m ght
32 not have noticed the sound itself

33 It occurs to ne that that early

34 purpl e grass on pool s--corresponds to

35 the color of |eaves acquired after the

36 frosts in the fall--as if the cold

ZnTm%IM%ofmm(NanwﬂmUammmﬁnmeMﬁmmmn
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had after all nore to do with it than
i s supposed- -
As | sit above the Island waiting for
the rana palustris to croak--1 see nmany
m nnows from3/4 to 2 inches |ong--but nostly
about 1 inch-- They have that distinct
bl ack line along each side fromeye to tai
--on a sonewhat transparent brownish body--
dace-like--& a very sharply forked tail--
When were they hatched?-- Certainly 2 or 3 nonths
per haps | ast year
ago at least. ~ Is it not the brook nmi nnow?
| also hear the nyrtle birds on the Island
wood- - Their common note is somewhat |ike the
chill-lill or jingle of the F. hiemalis--
Ephermerae quite conmon over the water.
Suddenly a | arge hawkd sail ed over from
the Assabet--which at first | took for a
hen harrier-- It was so neat a bird & ap
not very large. It was a fish hawk--with
a very conspicuous white crown or head & a

uni f orm brown above el sewhere beneath

white breast & belly Probably it was

the male--which is the smaller & whiter beneath--
A wedge-shaped tail-- He alighted on a

dead elmlimb on Pritchards ground--

& at this distance with ny glass | could

see sone dark of head above the white of

throat or breast-- He was incessantly | ooking

about as if on his guard-- After 15

11

11

11
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/1

/1

m nutes canme a crow fromthe Assabet

& alighted cawi ng about 20 rods from
him-& 10 minutes | ater another--

How?'? alert they are to detect these
great birds of prey-- They do not thus
pursue ordinary hawks--& their attendance
al one m ght m ght suggest to unskil -

ful observers the presence of a fish-
hawk or eagl e-- Sone crows up

t he Assabet--evidently know that he

was sitting on that elmfar away.

He sailed | ow al nost directly over ny boat, --
fishing. H's wings had not obviously that
angul ar formwhich | thought those of
anot her had the other day.

The old S. sericea is now all alive
with the hum of honey bees. This would show
that it is in bloom- | see & hear one
bunbl e- bee anong t hem -i naugurati ng
sunmmer with his deep base--nay it be
such a sunmer to ne as it suggests--

It sounds a little |ike nmockery however?®®

to cheat ne again with the pronise of

such tropical opportunities-- | have | earned
to suspect him as | do all fortune-
tellers. But no sound so brings round the
sumer again-- It is like the drum of

May-t rai ni ng. 2 This reninds ne that

men & boys & the nost enlightened

2121 formed over false start “Th”

* The word "however" has been altered from something else and HDT has crossed out the bottom tail of a
a" in "May."

214 There is a stray mark under the

y" or"g."
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comunities still love to march after the
beating of a drumas do the npbst aborigina
of savages.

2 sternothaerusses which | catch emt no
scent yet-- Hear a thrasher /1
Hear that a shad-bush is out at Lee's
diff--prob about X

Is that willow which I have stringed on
the Island neck?®® 3 rds S. of oak--the
sericea of above Heml ocks?-- The salix seri-
cea above Hem ocks say 2 days--if the stringed one
isit, &dif fromthat 6 ft NE on bank--which
opened with what | have called the Wof rock {ones}.

May 2d

Sit without fire today & yesterday

| conpare the 3 rana palustris caught
yesterday--with the male & fenmale of Ap 23d
The mal es agree very well-- Wat | have re-
garded as the groundwork--varies from pale
brown to darkly brown--even in the same specinen
at dif. times-- The present female is |arger
than that of Ap 23d nore than 1/2 inch
| onger than her male--& she has the round
dark spots on the orbits & one in front on head--
& al so oblong square spots on back-- She is
al so dusky brown |ike nale-- None of al
have any green-- | at?!® |ast hear the
note--for 2 are coupled in a firkinin ny

under my face

chamber--~ It is nade by the mal e al one--

& is as | supposed the sound of Ap 30th &

215 There is a dot after "neck" which mght just be a blotch.
2164 gt ” poss written over “hear”

/11
11

11

/1
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/1 yesterday--X (or same as any slip in tunbler

/1
/1

?R

/1
/1

May 1st-- The tut tut tut nore
or less rapidly repeated & a frequent
querul ous or inquisitive cr-r-rack?’

1/2 second long. It makes these

sounds only when | excite it by putting

others of its kind near it-- Its pouches

are distended laterally ap. beneath & be-

hind the eye--& not very conspi cuous.

Close by--it sounds like a dry bel ching

sound--the bursting of little bubbles--nore

or less rapidly--& the querul ous note

may be the sane very rapidly repeated--

| doubt if | have heard any sound from

a bull frog in river yet.

Pm Down River - -

The stam nate Bal mof G lead evidently

this year & therefore prob. sane as in tunbler

| ast year) The S. Babylonica (fertile,

behi nd Dodds--is nmore forward than the

V. bottom of p.

Al ba by ny boat-- Put it just before it.

See stake-driver-- At mobuth of the

M 11 brook | hear | should say the true

hal ecina croak--i.e with the faint bull-

frog like er-er-er interm xed-- Are they stil

br eedi ng? Peetweet on a rock
See & hear the redwings in flocks yet

maki ng a great noise--

217 Sonmet hing is crossed out after the

cr
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If | were to be a frog-hawk for a

nonth | shoul d soon know sone things
about the frogs. How patiently they skim
t he nmeadows--occasionally alighting &
fluttering as if it were difficult ever to stand
still on the ground-- | have seen nore of them
t han usual since | too have been | ooking
for frogs--2® Hear a tree-toad-- -- --

Stringed a peculiar willow out ap., with

near | arge oak--S side op. Abner buttricks--
W of Rock -- & like it except its large
yellowi sh » gggle--mhose i nner menbrane does

not show itself but very readily separates--
Sone dried |l eaves are |ike the {patustralr--sericea
al so a hem ock ie not heart shaped--& quite
downy under a glass. Can it be one of the cordate
willows which is not {hearted}--? O is it sane
with the large clunp on N side just below Flint's

Is not that a {Conb.} birds nest just built
meadow - bel ow Flints bridge?
May 3d- -
PmRide to Flints pond--to | ook for

uvul aria perfoliata-- S. purpurea in

Monroe's garden effete-- Ap. bloons with
our early willows--say 10th of April?
At Hosmers nedicinal (?) Spring Everett's Farm-Ra-

repens

nuncul us bttbesa--abundantly out ap several days
Hear of a peach out in Lincoln X
H—he} Probabl y?*® | heard the black & white creeper Ap 25

| hear it & see it well today.

Conpt oni a wel | out--how | ong?2?°

218 Large space in Ms.
29 "p" written over a

220 pyncuation mark | ooks nore |like an exclamation point in M.
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Viola cucull ata how | ong? Hear of
Robi ns nests with 4 eggs-- See no
signs of the uvularia perfoliata yet--
ap will not bloomw thin 10 days.
E. Hoar--brings me a twig of a willow
pl ucked in Newton which was killed
some weeks ago--when it had just begun
to bl oom- The catkins | ook peculiarly woolly
& the scal es peculiarly rounded or bl unt
Is it the eriocephal a? Red Dutch
Currant ap XXX but our earliest
gooseberry not yet--perhaps because
there will be but few blossons on it this
year - - Partri dges have been heard drunmi ng. 22!
In the woods near the Uvul aria per-
foliata--see & hear a new bird to
me-- At first it was silent--& I
took it for the commopn pewee--
But bringing ny glass to bear on it found
it to be pure white throat & beneath--yell ow
on sides of body or wi ngs, greenish yellow

or whitish
back & shoul ders--a white ”~ ring about
eyes--& a light mark al ong sides of head--
2 white bars on w ngs--ap. black bil
& dark or perhaps slate colored (?) w ngs--
& above tail. It surprised ne by singing
in a novel & powerful & rich strain.

V. the 9th

Yet it may be the white-eyed vireo »

(which I do not know) if it comes so early.

%\uttall says it cones to Canbridge about the middle of April 96?2

221 Sent ence might be in pencil
* The interlined text appears in space below final line and bottom of page.
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The S. pedicillaris by RR ap not for
2 or 3 days--. The M ssouri currant prob
today-- X

Pm by boat to Hol den swanp- -
Wllowno 7 of Ap 26 is now in prine--
as is also no??® 5-- To go anong the
wi |l ows now & hear the {beesn} humis equa
to goi ng sone hundreds of mles south-
war d- -t oward summrer .

| see along the sides of the river--i.

where the bottomis

water ~ pernanently covered--what | have

heretofore called the oat-spawn--attached
ol d V the 8th

to ~ pontederia stens & ”~ now sone foot or

i nches under the surface. It is not black

& white like that of the R hal ecina

sylvatica--& palustris--which | can-

not distinguish from one anot her--but

a pale brown or fawn color--sone is

18

pretty fresh or recently laid, others already

flatted out--hence--from conparison with mny
earlier sylvatica & hal ecina spawmn-- | judge
Is it not that of the

At Clam Shell shore | see a clam

lying up with open valves
Sal i x {petiotaris} pedicellaris at

stam nat e
Hol den swanp ~ out ap. 2 days. XX

It is still warmer than May 1st yet |

hear the stertorous tut tut tut of hardly so

22 gstray mark after "no

4wy, June 8th” part of interlined text (“I s it not that of the R fontinalis?").

R

fontinalis?
that it may have been laid 10 days-- V. June 8t h?*
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many frogs--(R palustris chiefly | suppose)

as then. As with the halecina--it

is the 1st sudden heats that excite them

nost et hi nks.

| find hopping in the meadow -a Rana

hal eci na--nmuch brighter than any | have

seen this year-- There is not only a vivid

green hal o about each spot--, but the
i ght I think this was not the case with any

back is vivid » green between the spots-- ~ The

of the hundreds | saw a nonth ago!! why??
brassy lines along the sides of the back--

& nore pron nent

are narrower (only about 1/16 of an inch) ”~ than

the nore fawn-colored Iines of the R palustris--

In this one,

which | carry hone &

conpare with the palustris--there is a

| arge spot on each orbit but none

on the top of the head in front-- It is

all white beneath--except a tinge of

greeni sh yell ow on the abdoren.

Wtherel speaks of the R palustris as the

vel low | egged frog very properly--

See severa
| go into Hol den swanp to hear warblers

bull -frogs along river--but silent

see a little blue butterfly (or noth)

(saw one yesterday) fluttering about over the

dry brown | eaves in a warm place by the

swanp {betew} side naking a pl easant

contrast.

Fromtinme to tine have seen

the | arge vanessa antiopa resting on the

bl ack-wi Il ows--1i ke a |leaf still adhering--

{As}

sit there by the swanmp
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side this warm sunmery pm |

hear the crows cawi ng hoarsely--& from
time to time see one flying toward the top
of atall white pine-- At length I dis

ti ngui sh a hen-hawk perched on the top--
The crow repeatedly stoops toward {tine}--

now fromthis side--now fromthat

{drawi ng}?*® passing near his head each

time but he pays not the I|east

attention to it.

| hear the weese wese wese of the creeper

continuously fromthe swanp it is the pre-
vailing note there--& methought | heard

a red-start's note? but oftener than

the last | heard the tweezer note--

or screeper screep screep?® note of the

particol ored warbl er--blui sh above--yell ow
& breast
or orange throat » white vent--& white
neck above yel |l ow sh

on W ngs-- 2% going restlessly over the trees

mapl es & by the swanp--in creeper fashion

& as you may hear at the sane tine the
true creeper's note wthout seeing it--
you might think--it uttered the creeper's

note al so.

The red-wing's though {heare} & there in flocks--

are ap beginning to build--{& | judge

by their shyness & alarmin the bushes al ong

the river--& their richer solitary warbling--

Conming back |I talk with Wtherell

225 drawi ng goes down to line 9

*° Underline runs through one word so that it seems possible HDT meant to strike it out rather than underline it.

227 T draws horizontal |ine over caret
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at Wn Wheel er's | andi ng-- He cones
pushi ng Wheel er's square ended boat

down streamwi th a fish spear--says

he caught a snapping turtle in

the river May 1st-- He sits on the side
of my boat by the shore a little while
talking with me-- There is a hole in the

knee of his pants as big as your hand--&

he keeps passing his hand over this slowy

to hide his bare skin--which is sun burnt

{take} & the color of his face-- Though the

latter is reddened by rum of which his
breath snells-- But how intinmate he

is with mud & its inhabitants. He says
he caught a | arge pickerel the other
night with spawmn in it yet--that

Henry Bigel ow put many little trout

into that round pond (G een Pond he
calls it) on the Mrl boro Road--

whi ch El dridge Haynes??® caught a few
years after weighing 2 or 3 | bs apiece--

A man told himthat he saw a trout

wei ghing about 1 1/2 | bs darting at a pickere

& every tinme he darted he took a bit off
afin--& at last the man walked in &
caught the pickerel & it weighed 5 | bs--
This was in Spectacle pond in little-
ton-- A?° fisherman told himonce that

t he common eel "gendered" into the

river clam & the young fed on the

228ppgss “H written over “h”
229 horizontal line over "A"
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clamtil

they were big enough to get other

food--& hence you found so nmany dead cl ans

in the river. | asked himif he knew what fish

made the stone heaps in the river-- He said

the [ anprey eel--

He saw one mmki ng one

| ast spring--about this tine--as he was goi ng

across the fields by the river
to get seed corn--

piling on the stones--

near Tarbells

It was a single | anprey

He used to see thousands

of them where he lived a boy where the | ead-

pi pe factory was.

"l have known it

Agassi z says in his {Introduction} p 175

[the Chel onara serpenti na]

snapping in the same fierce manner [whi-eh—soere?0-

body el se had described at a | ater period when it was very

young] as it does when ful
atime it was stil

enbryo,

wrapped up in its foeta

grown, at

a pal e al nost col orl ess

envel opes,

with a yolk larger than itself hanging

fromits sternum 3 nonths before hatching."

May 1st

May

5

The 2 rana-palustris which I caught

have been coupled ever since in a firkin

in my chanber-- They were not coupled when

| caught them- Last?! night | heard t hem

hoppi ng about,

if trying to get out.

for the first tine, {&eof} as

Perhaps the femal e

was trying to find a good place to deposit

her spawn- -

As soon as | get up |

find

t hat she has dropped her spawn--a gl obul ar

mass wrong or white side up--about 2 inches

20 It is difficult to know whether the line here is an underscore, an overstrike, or an inadvertent mark.

231 | »
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in diameter--which still adheres to her posterior

& the male still lies on her back-- A few
nonents | ater they are separate-- The
femal e noves about restlessly fromtine

to time the spawn still attached but soon

it is detached fromher posterior--still adhering

to her right {tegh} leg, as if merely sticking to

it-- In the course of the forenoon--1t
becomes quite detached-- At night they
are coupl ed agai n. The spawn was
not dropt at 10 Pmthe eveni ng before
--but apparently in the night. The ferale
now | ooked | ong & dark. This is the first
spawn | have known to be dropped by the R
palustris. | should not know it #iz;ﬂits
appearance fromthat of the Sylvatica &
hal eci na. The only frogs hereabouts whose
spawn | do not know are the bull-frogs
--R fontinalis--& hyl odes-- The 1st have
not begun to trunmp & I conclude are not
yet breeding--the last | think nust be
nearly done breeding--& prob do not put their
spawn in the river proper--possibly therefore
t he oat spawn of yesterday--may be that
of the R fonitnalis. % June 8t h%??

Saw & heard the snall peewee yesterday--
The aspen | eaves at |sland today appear
as big as a ninepence--suddenly

May 6th | heard fromtine to
tinme--a new note fromny rana pal us-

tris in the firkin in ny chanmber. It

282 Appears to be in pencil.
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was that strong vibrating purr or prr--r-

r-a-a-a --as if it began with a

p lasting 2 or 3 seconds & sonetimes |onger
In the firkin near nmy bed it sounded

just like a vibrating sliver which struck

hard and rapidly against the rail bel onged

to--dry like a fine & steady watchman's rattle
sounding but little while-- | recognized it as a
sound | hear along the river side-- It was

like the tut tut tut nore sharply & very rapidly
or closely sounded--perchance-- Perhaps even like

the tappi ng of a woodpecker--yes quite like it

t hus?®® cl ose by

Thi's nmorning--that spawn | aid night before
| ast has expanded to 3 1/22** inches in dianeter--
Pmto TrilliumWod.
It is a nuggy & louring afternoon
& | go | ooking for toad spawn & for
frogs-- In all cases in which | have noticed
frogs coupled this year?® the sylvatica--
hal eci na-- & palustris--the femal e has been
consi derably the | ongest-- The nbst com
nmon frog that | get sight of along the
brooks & ditches this pm & i ndeed for
sone weeks in sinmilar localities & even
in sone parts of the river shore is what
young
| have called the » R pipiens--with
commonly a dull green head & sides of

of head sonetimes bright green & back--

283 Text appears to be all the way into the |left-hand margin and coul d possibly be

then, as wel|.

284 Looks like HDT wote a 2 initially and changed it to a 3.

2% plotch or period after "year"
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dusky spotted-- Can this be the bul
frog? Is it not the fontinalis with |ess
bright green & a white throat? Some-
times it is yellow throated. | saw lately in
the river a full grow bull frog with
| think a white throat.

| see a Rana sylvatica by a ditch in
Stows Meadow 15 rds fromthe [Trilliuni

Wod. The salix rostrata stan nate

flowers are of very peculiar yell ow -
a a bright--what you m ght cal
vel l ow yel | ow -

A boy brings ne today an Attacus cecro-
pi a mot h--whi ch has cone out of a
coccoon in his trunk. It is | think the
nmal e--a darke brown above--& considerably
| arger than mne-- It nmust be about
7 inches in alar extent.

M nott remenbers the Rana palustris, or
yel | ow | egged one--as "the one that stinks
so"--as if that scent were peculiar to it
| suppose it is. He says that the white
| egged one (the hal eci na) was prepared
for invalids--ie their |egs--as being
sweeter-- He says that there used

to be a great nany nore bull frogs
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than there are now -& what has got

t hem he does not know- -

About 9 pm | went to the edge

of the river to hear the frogs-- It was a

warm & noi st rather foggy evening--&

the air full of the ring of the toad--the

peep of the hylodes--& the | ow growing

croak--or stertoration of the Rana pal us-

tris-- Just there however | did not hear

much of the toad--but rather fromthe

r oad- - but
of i nnuner

to the pa

| heard the steady peeping
abl e hyl odes for a background

ustris snoring--further over the

nmeadow - There was a universal snor-

R

ing of the A.palustris all up & down the river

on each si

m ne made

de--the very sounds that

in my chamber |ast night,

(v {l.pbl}) & prob it began in earnest

| ast eveni
dry unnusi

stertorati

ng on the river-- It is a hard
cal--fine watchman's rattle-Ilike

on--swelling to a speedy concl usion

--lasting say sone 4 or 5 seconds usually--

The rhythmof it is like that of the toad's

ri ng--but
i ke that
of it crit

nusi cal or

not the sound-- This is considerably
of the tree toad when you think
ically after all--but is not so

sonorous as that even

There is an occasional nobre articul ate

querrul ous or rather quivering alarmnote

such as |

have described [ May 2nd]--

11
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Each shore of the river now for
its whole length is all alive with
It is such a sound as | make in ny throat

this stertorous purring ~ -- | have heard

wild animals in ny throat
alittle of it at intervals for a
week--in the warnest days--but
now at night it universal al
along the river-- If the note of
the R halecina April 3rd was the first
awakeni ng of the river neadows this
is the 2nd——(gonsidering the hyl odes
& toads ngg(A)peculiarly of the river
meadows) - - Yet 2%¢ how f ew di stingui sh
this sound at all--& | know not one
who can tell what frog makes it--
though it is al mobst as universa
as the breeze itsel f-- The sounds
of those 3 reptiles now fill the air--
esp. at night-- The toads are nost
regardl ess of the light--& regard
|l ess a cold day than the r. pal us-
tris does-- In the nornings now | hear
no R palustris & no hyl odes- - but
a few toads still--but now at
night all ring?’ together--the toads

ri ngi ng?®® through the day--the hyl odes begin-

ing in earnest toward night--& the pal us-

230/“Yet” written over text
27 “ring” could be “sing”.
28 Again, “ringing” could be “singing”.

when |

imtate the growing of
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tris at evening-- | think that the
di fferent epochs in the revolution of the
seasons may perhaps be best marked by the
notes of reptiles--they express as it were
the very feelings of the earth or nature--
They are perfect thernoneters--hygroneters--
& baroneters--
One of our cherries opens

W White throated sparrow %
| heard a nyrtle?® birds tull-lull yesterday
& that sonebody else heard it 4 or 5 days ago--

Many are catching pouts this louring
Pmin the little nmeadow by Wal den- -

The thinker--he who is serene & self-
possessed is the?° brave--not the desperate sol dier
He who can deal with his thoughts as
a material building theminto poens in which
future generations will delight--he is
the man of the greatest & rarest vigor--
not sturdy diggers & lusty pol ygam sts
He is the man of energy in whom subtle
& poetic thoughts are bred-- Common men
can enjoy partially--they can go a fishing
rai ny days--they can read poens perchance
but they have not the vigor to beget poens--
They can enjoy feebly but they cannot
create. Men talk of freedom-! How nmany
are free to think? Free fromfear--from
perturbation--fromprejudice? 999 in a

1000 are perfect slaves. How many can

2% myrtle” cancelled in penci
240 “the” inserted

/1
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exerci se the highest human faculties?
He is the man trul y--courageous--w se
--ingeni ous--who can use his thoughts
& extacies as the material of fair &
durabl e creations. One man shal
derive fromthe fisherman's story nore
than the fisher has got who tells it-- The
mass of nen do not know how to culti-
vate the fields they traverse-- The
mass gl ean only a scanty pittance where
t he t hinker reaps an abundant har-
vest-- What is all your building if you
do not build with thoughts?

No exercise inplies nore real manhood
& vigor--than joining thought to thought.
How few nen can tell what they have thought!
| hardly know half a dozen who are not

too lazy for this. "2 You conquer fate

%rhey cannot get over sonme difficulty--therefore they are

by thought. If you think the fata

on the long?? way {round --}9%*

t hought of nen & institutions--you need

never pull the trigger-- The consequences

of thinking inevitably follow. There is no

nore Hercul ean task than to think a thought

about this life & then get it expressed.
Horticulturalists think that they nake

fl ower gardens--though in their thoughts

they are barren & flowerless--but to

the poet the earth is a flower garden

241 caret is upside down in M
242 sonet hi ng crossed out above "l ong"

23 Interlined text appears to be in pencil and round is the word used in the 1906

edition but wi thout the dash, which appears to be correct
round.

if the word is,

in fact,
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wher ever he goes--or thinks-- Mst men
can keep a horse--or keep up a certain
fashi onable style of living--but few indeed
can keep up great expectations. They
justly think very neanly of thensel ves--
May 7th 58

Pl ant mel ons-- Hear young bl ue-
birds in the box-- Did | not see a
bank swallow fly by--?

Cousin Charles says that he drove
grandnot her over to Weston the 2d of
may?** on the 3d it snowed &
he rode about there in a sleigh on the
4th & the 5th when he returned in a
chaise to Concord it was consi dered dangerous
on account of the drifts.

Pmto Assabet by Tarbel s--

| see the 2d Amel anchier--well out
by RR. how | ong el sewhere? The wi | d gooseberry
here & there along the edge of river in front
of Tarbell's like our 2d one--{was} ap. as early
as in garden & will open in a few days.

| see a wood tortoise by the river there--half-
covered with the old withered | eaves-- Taking it
up | find that it nust have lain perfectly
still there for sone weeks, for though
the grass is ?lgreen about it?® when | take

it up it leaves just such a bare cavity

2441 inch + space between “May” and “on

2%5poss “it” witten over “--

11
11
/1
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in which are seen the conpressed

white roots of the grass only--as when

you take up a stone.
how sl uggi sh these creatures are--

It is quite lively when

but | see that

| ost the end of
it has been sick--

anot her crawling about within 4 or

Thi s shows

it has sone tinme

5 feet. It seens then that

Yet there was

it owill

touch it--

its tail--& possibly

lie just like a stone for weeks im

noveably in the grass. It lets the season

slide. The nal

e yel. spotted & al so

wood turtle have very distinctly depressed

st er nuns- - but

not so the male E. pictas

that | have noticed.?*® The earliest ap-

ple trees begin to |l eave & to show green

vei | s agai nst the ground & the sky.

See already a considerable patch of viola pedata on the dry bushy

Pmto st

May 8

one heaps- -

bank NE of Tarbells--

M Wight of the Factory village with

whom | tal ked yesterday--an old fisherman--

renmenbers the lanprey eels well--which

he used to see in the Assabet then but

t hi nks that there have been none in the

river for a dozen years & that the stone

heaps are not

made by them

246 pl ot ch
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| saw one ap. just fornmed, = this—Pm
could find none Ap. 15th yest er day?*’

This afternoon | overheard 2 new
ones in the river opposite Prescott Barrett's
& get up nore than a peck of stones-- The
nests are quite large & very high rising
to within a foot of the surface where the
water is sone 3 feet deep-- | cannot
det ect any ova or young fishes or eels in the
heap but a great many insects--pashas
with 2 tails--& | think sonme little | eeches
only-- The larger stones are a little |onger
than a hen's egg--but the greatest part
of the heap is nerely a coarse grave

| see a great deal of the oat spawn--generally
just flatted out in that |ong?® poke-logan
by the Assabet Bath place-- It is over the
coarse weedy--(Pontederia & yel lily stubble) and
not the grassy bottom-comopnly where there is
nore or less water all summrer.

The Herb of St. Barbara X. Broke
off atwig of Pritchards Canada plumin
the evening fromwhich | judge that it may
have opened today X (?)

May 9t h

Pmto Holden & to Ledum Swanp- -
See 2 Rana hal eci na-- They have the
green hal o--but are plain brown
bet ween the spots on the back--& not

vivid light green like the one of May 4th

/1
11

11

11

247 Yesterday appears to replace this Pm and is separate from could find none April

15th. The caret here could be a V, but HDT does not
7t h.
248 stray mark between "long" and "poke"
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See in Ludwi gia palustris ditch
on Hubbard's | and--evidently toad-
spawn al r eady hatched--{g; flatted out
| distinguish the long strings, now straighter
than usual & floating thin on the surface--
It is | ess obvious than frog spawn--& m ght
easily be over | ooked on a sliny surface.
| can distinguish the little pollywgs

while yet in the ova by their being quite

small & very black. This nakes the?®°

5th kind of frog or toad spawn that |
have detected this year--

See in the Hol den Swanmp Wod the
bird of May 3d-- It has sly & inquisitive
ways hol ding down its head & | ooki ng at
nme at sone distance off-- It has a distinct
white line along the bill & about the eye--
& no yellow there, as is said of the white-
Eyed vireo--& | amnow inclined to think

it the solitary vireo--? whose song is

not described & which is considered rare.

| should say it had a bl ue-slate head--

& | note, a distinct yellow sh vent--which
none of the vireos are allowed to have!!

The sides of the body are distinctly yell ow -
but there is none at all on the throat or
breast s- -

Vac. pennsyl vani cum -how | ong? by ow -

249 Large space in MS between small and &.
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nest tree.?° The particol ored warbl er
is very comopn & rnusical there--nmy tweezer

bird--making the screep screep screep

note-- It is an alnbst incessant singer

& a very handsonmely marked bird-- It frequents
the spruce trees--at regual ar??! interval s pausing
as it flits hops & creeps about fromlinmb to
linb or up the main stem-& holding up its head
--utters its hunble notes--like ah twze

twze twze, or ah twze twze twze twze.

| notice very large clams ap. the unio
v. {2} specinen in drawer
conpl anatus ~ or comopn in west nmeadow

bank near the road--one nore than 4 1/2
inches long-- | have before seen themvery |arge

A dandel i on perfectly gone to seed -- a /1
in books. conplete globe--a systemin itself.?2?

My Rana palustris spawn | ayed in house May 5

in the sun this pmswells &rises to the surface in
the jar--so that the uppernost ova pro-
ject slightly above it.

May 10t h

A rather warm & pl easant - - day

goi ng down town in the norning--1 hear-- /1
t he warbling vireo--gol den robin--cat- /1
bird--& sumrer yellow bird-- For sone /1

days the salix al ba have shown their

yel l ow weat hs here & there--suggesting the
conm ng of the yellow bird--& now they are
alive with them-

About 8 1/2 AmI| go down the river to Ball's Hil

2801 inch + space between “tree.” and “The”
1 The 1906 version has this as regular, as well, but either HDT msspelled it or
i s anot her word.

*** Added text appears in two lines in space at end of main line.
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As | paddl e al ong--hear the Mary-

2/ /lland yell ow throat--the bobolink--the

3/ /loven-bird--& this yell owthroated vireo--
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/1

That early gl aucous--sharp pointed erect
sedge--grass like by the river side is
now ap in prine-- Is it the C aquatilis?

| hear in several places the | ow dunping
not es of awakened bul | -frogs--what |
call their pebbly notes--as if they were
cracki ng pebbles in their nouths--not

the plunmp dont dont or ker dont but

kerdl e dont dont-- As if they sat round

munbl i ng pebbles. At length near Ball's

Hill | hear the first regular bull-

frogs trunp--some fainter ones far off

are very like the {looing} of cows-- This sound

heard | ow & far over the nmeadows- -

when the warner hours have cone grandly

i naugurates the sunmer-- | perspire with

rowing in ny thick coat--& wish I had worn

a thin one-- This trunpeter narching or |eap-
of advanci ng

ing in the van » of sumer--whom | now

hear com ng on over the green neads

seens to say--take off your coat--

take off your coat--take off your

coat! He says here cones a gale that |
can breath--this is something like--this is
what | call sumrer-- | see 3 or 4

of themsitting silent together in one
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war m neadow bay-- Evidently their breedi ng sea-
son now begins. But they are soon silent as
yet--& it is only an occasional & transient
trunp that you hear-- That season which
is bounded in the north--on the spring side
at least by the trunp of the bull-frog. This
note is like the first colored petals within the
calyx of a flower-- It conducts us toward the
germof the flower sumrer-- He knows no
winter-- | hear in his tone the rumours of sum
nmer heat-- By his note he summons the
season-- Not till the air is of that quality
that it can support this sound--does he emt
it-- it requires a certain sonorousness-- The van
is lead by the croaking wood frog & the little peeping
hyl odes--& at |last conmes this pursy trunpeter--
The air growing nore & nore genial & even sultry
as well as sonorous. As soon as nature is ready
for himto play his part--she awakens himwth
a warner perchance a sultry breath--& excites
himto sound his tronbone. It rem nds ne at
once of tepid waters--& of bathing. His trunp
is to the ear what the yellow lily or spatterdock
is to the eye-- He swears by the powers of nud.

It is enough for the day to have heard
only the first half trunmp of an early awakened
one--fromfar in some warm rmeadow bay
It is a certain revelation & anticipation of

the livelong sumer to conme-- It gives |eave

11
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/1

to the corn to grow & to the heavens to
thunder & lighten-- It gives |leave to the
invalid to take the air-- Qur climte
is now as tropical as any-- It says
Put out your fires & sit in the fire which
the Sun has ki ndl ed.

| hear fromsonme far neadow{s} bay--(across
the Great Meadows) The hal f sounded
trunmp of a bull frog this warm norning--
It is like the tap of a drum when hunman | egi ons
are nustering. It rem nds nme that sunmer
is nowin earnest nustering her forces--
& that ere long | shall see their waving
pl umes & gl ancing arnor--& hear the ful
bands & steady tread. The bull-frog is
earths trunpeter--at the head of the terrene
band--he replies to the sky with answering
thunder. 3 | see still 5 or 6 ducks
which | scare fromthe G eat Meadows
Sone may be going to breed here--

How much expression there is in the viola
pedata! | do not know on the whol e but
it is the handsonmest of themall, it is
so large--& grows in such |arge nmasses--
Yet | have thought there was a certain
shal l owness in its expression-- Yet it spreads
so perfectly open with its face turned up-
war d--that you get its whol e expression

Pmto \Wal den- -

23 | ong space after "thunder"”
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R W E is sure that he heard a cuccoo today
A hair bird s nest in his yard with one egg--
The Northern wild red cherry by Everetts--ap tonmorrow XXX
Hear in various woods the yorrick?* note of
the veery--so the bird seen | ong since prob was not the
veery-- A boy found yesterday 1 or 2 of the fringed
pol ygal a out-- X

It is remarkabl e how many new birds have cone
all at once today-- The holl ow soundi ng note of
the oven bird is heard fromthe depth of the
wood-- The warbling vireo--cheers the elns with a
strain for which they nust have pined-- The trees
in respect to these new arrivers--have been so nany enpty
nmusi ¢ halls-- The oriole is seen darting like
a bright flash with clear whistle fromone tree
top to another over the street-- The very catbirds
mew i n the copse harnonizes with the bare

t hem
twigs--as it were shaming »~ into life & verdure--& soon
he mounts upon a tree & is a new creature
Towar d ni ght wood-thrush ennobl es the
wood & the world with his strain.?®
May 11th 58

Pm Wshing to get one of the little Brook (?)
pi ckerel, of Hubbards ditches--in the arethusa
meadow- | took a line in ny pocket & baiting
with a worm-& cutting a pole there | caught
2 directly. The biggest was about 9 inches
long & thickly barred transversely with broken

dark greenish brown lines--alternating wth gol den

245ee “Natural History of Massachusetts” by HDT
25 period or blotch

11
11
/11
/1

/1

/1
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ones. The back was the dark greenish brown

with a pale brown dorsal |ine. Both have

the vertical dark or black Iine beneath the

eyes & appearing with the pupile & a mark
noticed the same in the reticulatus the other

above to pass through it. ~ The head{s} i.e. to

the rear of the gills just 1/4 the whol e | ength.

fromthe front of the eye to the end of the

| ower jaw about 1/9 the whole length. In the

| argest specinen the [ower jaw projects 1/11 of

an inch beyond the upper?®. | put the smal

one 6 or 7 inches long in spirits. Opening

the larger | found that it was a fenale

& that the ova were few & snmall as yet!

| also found that ap. its last food was another

pi ckerel 2/3 as big as itself--the tail end

not yet digested. So it appears that

you may dig a ditch in the river meadow -

for the sake of peat--& though it have no

ot her connection with brook or river ex-

cept that it is occasionally over flowed

t hough only 20 or 30 feet long by 3 or 4

wide & 1 to 3 deep-- You nmay have pickere

init 9 inches long at least--& these live

in part by devouring one another-- Surely

it cannot be many pickerel that the

bi gger ones find to devour there-- You night

t hi nk they woul d have nore synpathy with

their fellow prisoners. This ditch--or these

ditches--for | caught one in 2 ditches--

have not been over-flowed or connected

28« ypper” written over “lower”

day
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with the brook or river fer since the
spring of 57--1 think--certainly not any
of themsince last fall. Yet you nmay
find a few sizeabl e pickerel in such narrow
quarters-- | have seen them several together
in much smaller & shallower ditches there
--& they will bury themselves in the sand at
your approach-- Yet opening one you may
perchance di scover that he has just swall owed
his sol e surviving conpani on! You can easily
di stingui sh the transverse bars--a rod of f--where
the fish is in the water-- Melvin says they get to
wei gh about 2 Ibs. It appears to be the Esox fasciatus
V May 2727
May 12th ' 58

Chi mey swal | ows- -

Pm up Assabet-- On the 8th | noticed a
little pickerel recently dead in the river--with
aslit inits upper lip 3/4 inch |ong--ap where
a hook had pulled eut out There was a white
fuzzy swelling at the end of the snout accordingly
& this ap. had killed it.

It rained last night & now | see the elm
seed or samarae generally fallen or falling
It not only strews the street but the surface of the
river--floating off in green patches to plant
at the shores. The rain evidently hastened its fall
This nust be the earliest of trees & shrubs
to go to seed or drop its seed-- The white

mapl e keys have not fallen. The el m seed

/1

11

27 The |ine beginning It appears and ending V May 27 | ooks like it was added |ater.
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floats off down the stream & over the
nmeadows--& thus these trees are found
bordering the stream- By the way

I notice that birches--near nmeadows

where there is an exceedingly gentle inclina-

tion growin nmore or less parallel |ines

a foot or 2 apart--parallel with

t he shore--Apparently the seed having been

dropt there either by a freshet or

el se |l odged in the parallel waving holl ows

of the snow -

It clears off in the forenoon--&
promi ses to be warmin the Pm (though
it at |ast becones cool) | see
now as | go forth on the river--

the first sumrer shower coming up in

the NN W--a dark & well defined cloud
with rain falling sheaflike fromit
--but fortunately nmoving off NE al ong
the horizon--or down the river-- The
peculiarity seens to be that the sky
is not generally overcast--but

el sewhere S & NE is a fair weather
sky--with only innocent cumuli &c
init-- The thunder cloud is like the
ovary of a perfect flower-- Qher
showers are nerely stam niferous or
barren-- There are 20 barren to one

fertile-- It is not conmmonly till
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thus late in the season that the fertile
are seen-- |In the thunder cloud--so distinct
& condensed--there is a positive energy--&
I notice the first as the bursting of the
pollen cells in the flower of the sky.

Waded t hrough the Wof rock or Weel er
& the next day over the | arge nmeadow S.

meadow- ~ but | find no frog spawn there!
much | do not even notice tadpoles

There is ~ less water there than a nonth ago--?
besi de that those places are now half full of grass.

VWere then do the R palustris lay their

Some pool s where was

spawn are about dried up(!) as that in Stows |and by RR Were are the tadpol es?--

spawn-- | think in the river because it is

there | hear them-but | cannot see any--

Per haps they choose pretty deep water now it so warm -

Now & for a week | have noticed {a}
with winkled edges
few pads * bl own up by the wi nd-- Already
coar se
the ~ grass al ong the neadow shore--or

where it is wettest is a |luxuriant green--

--answering in {is} deep dark color to the thunder

cl oud- - both sumer phenonena--as if it

too had sone lightning in its bosom

Sone early brakes at the |Island woods are

a foot high--& already opened 3
or 4 inches-- The pol ygonat um pubescens
is strongly huddl ed- -

The S. lucida--above Assabet Spring wll
not open for several days--

The early formof the cinque-foil is
now ap. in prinme--& very pretty spotting
the banks with its clear bright yell ow -

See ap young toad-tadpol es now judgi ng
fromtheir blackness--now quite free fromthe

eggs or spawn.

/1

/1

/1

11
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If | remenber rightly the toad is
colored & spotted nore like a frog at
this season when it is found in the water.
bserved an Enys insculpta as often
before with the rear edge on one side
of its shell broken off for a couple of
inches as if nibbled by sone animal --
Do not foxes or musquash do this?
In this case the under jaw was quite
{nervy}-- Found a | arge water adder--
by the edge of Farners |arge nud-hole
--whi ch abounds with tadpoles & frogs on
which prob it was feeding. It was sunning
on the bank & would faced me & dart its
head toward ne when | tried to drive it
fromthe water-- It is barred above--but
i ndistinctly when out of water--so that it
t hen appears al nost undiformly dark brown
br oad
--but in the water--but in the water ~ reddish
brown bars are seen very distinctly alternating
with very dark brown ones-- The head was
very flat--& suddenly broader than the
neck behind {drawi ng}-- Beneath it was whitish
fl esh col or
& reddish ~. It was about 2 inches in dianeter
at the thickest part-- They are the biggest
& nost fornm dabl e | ooki ng snakes that we
have. The inside of its nouth & throat

are pink. It was awmful to see it w nd

al ong the bottom of the ditch at--
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| ast--raising weathes of nud--amid the

tadpol es--to which it nust be a very sea-
serpent. | afterward saw anot her running

under Sam Barrets grist-mll the same Pm

He said that he saw a water snake--which

he di stingui shed froma bl ack snake--in an
appl e tree near by--last year with a

young robin in its nouth--having taken it from
the nest. There was a cleft or fork in the
tree which enabled it to ascend.

Find the Viola Mihl enbergii abundantly
out--(how I ong?) in the neadow SW of
Farmer's Spring.

The cinnanon & interrupted ferns are both
about 2 feet high in sonme places. The first is
nore uniformy wooly down the stem-the
ot her other, though very woolly at top being

the wool of the last is coarser
partly bare on the stem” -- George the carpenter
says that he used to see a great many stone
heaps in the Saco in Bartlett near the
Wiite Ms--like {there} in the Assabet--&
that there were no | anpreys there & they called
t hem " {Snakes} heaps."

Saw some unusual |y broad chest nut
pl anks jut sawed at the mill-- Barrett
sai d that they canme from Li ncol n--wher eupon
| said that | guessed | knew where they cane
from-judging by their size alone®®--& it

turned out that I was right. | had

%8 gl one” written over “al ong”
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?

often gathered the nuts of those very trees
--& had observed within a year that they were
cut down-- So it appears that we have
cone to this that if | see any peculiarly
| arge chestnuts at the saw mll |
can guess where they cone from-even
know themin the | og. These pl anks
were quite shaky & the heart had fallen out
of one. Barrett said that it was apt to be
the case with large chestnut. They use this
wood for coffins instead of black wal nut.
May 13th

Pmto Island--

Wul aria sessilifoliais well out in Island
woods- - op. Bath rock--how | ong?

The small willows H¥ke which have a
| oose fertile catkin now-1like that W
of rock--& which | think is in the

mai n petiolaris, have not brittle tw gs2®

at base--like the 2 forns of sericea--
| am bot hered however by finding that
the | eaves of the fertile plants--are, as far
as | observed this Pm-entire--while those
ot her

of the W of rock pressed--& of some ~ sterile ones
which | take to be the sanme as west of rock--
t hough growing with the first as if the sane
pl ant--one already sessile! Can there
be 2 species with | oose catkins--or is ny
narrow gl aucous serrate one--the sterile of
a dif. species fromthe entire {l eaves}--?

now

I
The early willows now show great

? n0260
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green wands a foot or 2 long consisting /1
{wornm-1ike
of curled ~ catkins 3 inches |ong--
now in their prime-- They present conspicuous
masses of green now before the | eaves are
like the fruit of the elmat present
noti ceabl e--~ Sonme have begun to show their /1
down-- So this is ap. the next tree (or shrub?)
after the elmto shed its seeds--
A betul a populifolia by el medge of Hi Il Meadow ap. X /1
not the earliest place--
| wade through the great Lee Farm Meadow -
Many E. picta which | see have?! perfectly
fresh & clear black scales now- | can even
see the outlines of the bony plates beneath
i npressed in the scal es-- These turtles abound
now i n the shall ow pools in the nmeadows
wi th {e&ty} grassy or weedy bottons-- | notice
on one--part of whose rear marginal plate is broken
2 small claw |ike horny appendages on the
skin just over the tail--
{Viola} lanceolata how | ong? /1
As | sat in nmy boat near the Bath rock
at Island--1 saw a red squirrel --steal Hght
slyly up a red maple as if he were in search
of a bird's nest, (though it is early for nost)
& | thought | would see what he was at--
He crept far out on the slender branches
& reaching out his neck--nibbled off the

fruit stens--sonetines bending them w thing

reach with his paw & then squatting on

261 Have mi ght be bear.
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the twi g he voraciously devoured the

hal f grown keys--using his paws

to (put themin) direct themto his nmouth
as a nut-- Bunch after bunch he

pl ucked and ate, letting many fall

& he made an abundant if not sunp-

tuous feast--the whole tree hanging red
with fruit around him It seemed |ike

a fairy fruit as | sat |ooking toward

the sun--& saw the red keys nmde al

gl owi ng & transparent by the sun between
ne & the body of the squirrel. It was
certainly a cheering sight--a cunning red
squirrel perched on a slender tw g between
you & the sun--feasting on the handsone
red mapl e keys. He ni bbl ed voraciously as
if they were a sweet & luscious fruit to him
What an abundance & variety of food is

now ready for him At |ength when

the wi nd suddenly began to bl ow hard &
shake the twig on which he sat, he quickly
ran down a dozen feet.

The | arge gl obul ar nasses of oat-spawn
often on the very top of the old pontederia
stens--and al so on the shooting Equi setum
i msum -of the same color with the
weeds & bottom -1l ook |ike frasses
of seedy fruit which is divested of its

rind.
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5 1/2 Amup RR--

May 14t h

Hear & see the Red-eye on an oak

The tai

is slightly forked--& ap 3/4 inch

beyond wi ngs--all whitish beneath. Hear

a red-start--

The rhythma little way off

10 Amto Hil

Met hi nks |

& see

did also on the 10th?

is ah-tche tche tchear

A Kingbird-- saw a young robin dead

Sassafras X Saw the viola pal nata

early formyesterday how | ong? Look at white avens

shore. See what | cal

vernal grass

in bloomin many places-- X
| arge & smal
The S. sericea » & the petiolaris ™ (so far as |

or | oose {catkined}

know t heir staminate flowers) are now out
sone of its catkins now 3 1/2%2 jnches |ong

of bloom The rostrata not quite done "
not quite done

The al ba " {
by RR about done--& the Torreyana done

} -- s.

Pi cked up floating an E. picta hatched | ast

year-- |t

pedicellaris

is 1 1/20 of an inch long in the upper shell--

& agrees with Agassiz's description at that age--

Agassi z says he coul d never

the insculpta only 1 year old--it

wi t h--& {young} Enydi dae are so aquatic--

seen them frequently--

Today for the first tine,
sunmer-1ike--& a new season.
green on the nmeadows & j ust
bl ossons of the cherry--peach--pear & are

conspi cuous--& the air

i s suddenly ful

26243 1/ 2"

witten over

“3 to 4"

of

obtain a speci nen of

is so rarely net

have

it appears to ne
There is a tender

| eafing trees--the

11

11

~~
~~

11

11

11
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29
30
31
32
33

fragrance-- Houses are seen to stand am d

bl ossoming fruit trees & the air about

themis full of fragrance & the nusic of

bi rds.

As | go down the RR at evening | hear

t he i ncessant evening song of the bay-w ng

fromfar over the fields-- It suggests pl easant

associ ations. Are they not heard chiefly at

? this season? The fruit of the early aspen

is alnbst as large--its catkins--as those

of the early willow- It will soon be ripe--

The very common puffed up yell ow ovari es nmake

quite a show |i ke sone normal fruit--

even quite pretty.

t hat

| discovered this morning » a |large rock--3 ft.

in dianeter--was partially hollow-& broke

intoit at length with a stone--in order

to reach sone large black crystals, which

| could partly see-- | found that it had

been the retreat of a squirrel & it had

left many nuts there-- It had entered a

smal | hole bristli

ng with crystals--& there

found a chanber or grotto a foot |ong

at |least--surrounded on all sides by crystals.

They thus explore & carry their nuts into every

crevice--even in the rocks--

well out the 16th-- --see dioecious specinens. %

May 15th

7 1/2 AmM R de to the Shawsheen in the

/1 NE of Bedford-- An apple tree on hill side

!/l below Bull's--X--

Meadow saxi frage well out

263 Interlined text

begi ns with Celandine and ends wi th specimens.
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many of them at the tan-yard neadow -
The Equi setum |limsumw ||l ap(?) open there in
2 or 3 days-- Thalictrum di oi cum abundant - -
ap in prine howlong? It is a very interesting
esp. the sterile
graceful & delicate plant--~ with its pretty
commonly purple petal-like sepals & its conspi cuous
long yellow anthers in little bare clusters(?) trenbling over
the neadow. Yet a frail & rather inobvious
plant. It grows on npoist comonly rocky
sl opes next to neadows at the base of hills--
or by rocks in rather swanpy woods.
The nmeadows are now full of sedges in bl oomwhich shed cl ouds of pollen & cover
ny shoes with it.
The cassia has not conme up yet.
H gh bl ueberry well out--
Hear the evergreen forest note-- Also in
rather | ow ground in Bedford a note nmuch like
the sumrer yel bird's or bet. that & the redstart--
& see the bird quite near but hopping quite | ow
on the bushes-- It |ooked |ike the yel-bird with
a bluish-ash top of head. What was it? Prob. Parti -
colored warbler--v {n p b. |.}.
The shad bush in bloomis now conspicuous--its
white flags on all sides-- Is it not the nost
massy & conspi cuous of any wild plant now
in bloom | see where the farmer nending his
fence has just cut one to nmake part of the
fence--& it is stretched out horizontally a mass of
white bl oom -
Measured 2 apple trees--by the road from
the mddle of Bedford to Fitch's mll-- One
whi ch divided at the ground--was 13 1/2 feet

in circunfrence there--around the double trunk

/1
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But another in a field on the opposite
side of the road--was the nore remarkabl e
tree for size. This tree was exceedingly
low for the size of its trunk & the top rather
small. At 3 ft fromthe ground it measured
10 1/4 ft in circunference--& i medi ately
above this sent off a branch as big as a
|arge apple tree-- It was holl ow & on one
side part of the trunk had fallen out.
These trees nark the residence of an old settler
evidently.
May 16th 58

Am Up Assabet-- Aralia nudicaulis at
i sland XXX. The leaf-stalks are often eaten
of f--prob by sone quadruped-- The fl ower
buds of the C. florida are 5/8 inch in dianeter

The upright cerastiumon the rock ap X but wi thout

The Salix lucida will hardly bloomw thin 2 days
The s. Torreyana catkins are so reddi sh that
at alittle distance it |ooks somewhat I|ike
t he common bl ack cherry now | eafi ng.

A Hummi ng bird yesterday--canme into
t he next house & was caught. Flew about
our parlor to-day & tasted Sophias flowers.
In sone |ights you saw none of the colors of
its throat-- In others in the shade the throat
was a clear bright scarlet--but in the sun
it glowed with splendid nmetallic fiery reflections
about the neck--& throat--. It uttered from
time to time as it flew a faint squeaking chirp
or chirrup. The hum sounded nore hol | ow when

it approached a flower-- Its wings fanned the

petal s--
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air so forcibly that you felt the cool w nd

they raised a foot off--& nearer it was very {renarkabl e}

Does not this very motion of the wings keep a bird

cool in hot weather?

The only indigenous willow | noticed yesterday

on the Shawsheen a nile below Fitch's
mll was the small sericea--such as by
Assabet white mapl e-- Wat was that
[ oud but distant note of a bird--ap
in the | owl and--sonmewhat |ike the
Qui nea hen note--also reminding me a little
of the plover about Truro light--{but} ap
a hawk--? Got quite a view down the
val | ey of the Shawsheen bel ow the junction
of Vine Brook--N. E. froma hill in the extrene
NE of Bedf ord.
Pmto uvularia perfoliata at F. Pond.
See again the warbl er of yesterday-- Al bright
yel | ow beneath and ap. bluish slate above--but
| do not see it well. Its note with little vari-

ation is like twit twit, twit twit, twitter

twitter twe. It nust be the particol ored warbler
Sat down in the sun in the path
t hrough Wight's wood | ot above Goose?%
pond- - {but soon} hearing a slight rustling
| | ooked around and saw a very | arge
about 5 feet |ong
bl ack snake » on the dry | eaves about

arod off-- When | npved it vibrated

its tail very £ rapidly & smartly which

264G written over “g
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made quite a loud rustling or rattling
sound rem nding me of the rattle snake--
as if many snakes obeyed the sane
instinct as the rattl e-snake when they
vibrate their tails. Once | thought
| heard a low hiss.(?)-- It was on the
edge of a young wood of oaks &

white
a few ™ pines from10 to 18 feet high--the
oaks as yet bare of |eaves-- As | noved
toward the snake | thought it would take
refuge in some hole--but it appeared
that it was out on a scout & did not
know of any place of refuge near-- Suddenly
as it nmoved along it erected itself half
its Iength--& when | thought it was preparing

to nmy surprise

to strike at me--~ it glided up a sl ender
oak sapling about an inch in diameter
at the ground & 10 feet high-- It ascended
this easily & quickly--at first | think,
slanting its body over the |owest twig of the
next tree-- There were 7 little branches for
9 feet averagi ng about the size of a
pi pe stem It nmoved up in a somewhat
zig zag manner availing itself of the
branches--yet also {spi+} in part spirally
about the main stem It finds {finaly}

a rest (or hold if necessary) for its neck

or forward part of its body--noving
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crosswi se the small tw gs--then draws up the
rest of its body. {be} Fromthe top of this little
oak it passed into the top of a white pine
of the sane height 1 1/2 inches in dianeter

& 2 feet off
at the ground ~--fromthis into another oak 15
feet high & 3 feet fromthe pine--fromthis
to another oak 3 feet fromthe |ast & about the
sane height--fromthis to a | arger oak
about 4 feet off &95 f inches in diameter--
in which it was about 14 feet fromthe
ground- -t hence t hrough 2 nore oaks net
alittle lower--at intervals of 4 feet &

white
so into a ™ pine--& at last into a smaller
white pine & thece to the ground-- The
distance in a straight Iine fromwhere it
left the ground to where it descended was about
25 feet--& the greatest height it reached
about 14 feet. It noved quite deliberately
for the nmost part--choosing its course
fromtree to tree with great skill--&
resting fromtine to tine while it watched
nme-- Only ny approach conmpelling it
to nove again. It surprised me very
nmuch to see it crossed fromtree to
tree exactly like a squirrel --where
there appeared little or no support for
such a body-- It would glide down
the proper twig--its body resting at in-

tervals of a foot or 2 on the smaller
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side twi gs perchance--& then would

easily cross an interval of 2 feet--

sonmetines in an ascendi ng sometines

a descending direction-- If the latter, its

wei ght at last bent the 1st tw g

down nearer to the opposite one--

It would extend its neck very much

as | could see by the increased width

of the scal es exposed--till its neck rested

across the opposite twi g--hold on tight
tightly

all the while » to some part of the |ast

twig by the very tip of its tail which was

curled round it just |ike a nonkeys--

| have hardly seen a squirrel rest on

such slight twigs--as it would rest

oninmdair--only 2 or 3 not

bi gger than a pipe stem while its

body stretched clear apart at |east between

2 trees-- It was not at all |ike creeping

over a coarse basket work--but suggested

long practice & skill--like the rope dancers--

There were no linbs for it to use conparable

for size with its own body--& you hardly

noticed the few slight twigs it rested on as

it glided through the air-- Wen its

neck settled on the opposite twig, it was

as it were glued to it-- It helped itself

over or up themas surely as if it grasped

with a hand-- There were no doubt rigid
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kinks in its body when they were needed for
support-- It is a sort of endless hook--
& by its ability to bend its body in every direction
it finds some support on every side-- Perhaps
the edges of its scales give it a hold al so--

It is evident that it can take the
young birds out of a sapling of any height
and no twigs are so snmall & pliant as
to prevent it. Pendul ous sprays woul d be
the nost difficult for it--where the tw gs
are nore nearly parallel with the main one as
wel |l as nearly vertical--but even then it m ght
hold on by its tail while it its head hung be-
low. | have not doubt that this snake could
have reached nany of the oriole nests which
| have seen.

rigid

| noticed that in its anger its * neck was very
much flattened or conpressed vertically. At
length it coiled itself upon itself as if to strike
& | presenting a stick it struck it smartly &
then darted away--running swiftly down the
hill toward?®® the pond.

Yel  ow butterflies-- Nabalus |eaves are
already up & coning up--in the wood paths--
Al so the radical |eaves of one var. of S arguta
& ap. of S. altissinma are conspicuously up

A gol den crowned thrush hops quite near-- It
is quite snmall about the size of the creeper--

with the upper part of its breast thickly & dis-

265 R
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1 tinctly pencilled with bl ack--a tawny head
2 & utters now only a sharp cluck for a

3 // chirp-- Nemppant hus XXX

4 See & hear a redstart, the rhythm of
5 whose strain is tse tse, tse tse, tse

6 enphasi zing the last syllable of all--&

7 not ending with the common tsear. Hear

8 // the night warbler-- The uvularia perfoliata

9 which did not showitself at all on the 3d

10 i S now conspi cuous--& one i s open but

11 // will not shed pollen before tonorrow XXX

12 It has thrust shot up about 10 inches in one case & blooned within 13 days!
13 // Ranuncul us repens at Bristers spring--How | ong
14 Was that R repens at the Everett spring on

15 // the 3d-- %es--% The whi ppoorwi | | heard.
16 E. Hoar detected the other day 2 ovaries
17 under one scale of a salix rostrata--

18 & under another a stamen & another stanen

19 converted into an ovary--

20 May 17th

21 Louring & nore or |ess rainy--

22 Pmto Ledum Swamp- -

23 Near Beonyces bank | see the Salix

24 // humilis showing its down or cotton--& al so
25As | see the last still in bloomon the 20th on a N. side hill--perhaps this was a very small humlis?
26 // the S. tristis™ ?-- Prob. the last is wholly

27 out of bl oom some tinme-- These then have

28 // ripe seed before the white maple.

29 It rains gently fromtinme to tine as | walk
30 --but | see a farner with his boys-- John
31 Hosmer still working in the rain, bent on
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finishing his planting-- He is slowWy getting
a soaking--quietly dropping manure in the
furrows-- This rain is good for thought--
--it is especially agreeable to ne as |

enter this wood & hear the soothing dripping
on the leaves-- It domiciliates ne in
Nature-- The woods are the nore |ike

a house for the rain--the few slight noises
sound nore Hke hollow in them-the

birds hop nearer--the very trees seemstil

& pensive-- The clouds are but a higher
roof-- The clouds & rain confine ne to near
objects the surface of the earth & the
trees-- On the first holdings up in the
intervals of the rain the chew nk?®® is heard
again & the huckl eberry bird--& the
evergreen forest-note. & | amconing in
sight of the Charles M| es house-- Wat

a pl easant sandy road soaking up the

rain--that fromthe woods to the Ml es

house! The house becones a controlling feature

in the | andscape where there is but one or 2
in sight.

The red mapl e tops 10 days ago | ooked
like red paint scaling off--when seen agai nst
houses-- Now t hey have acquired a browner red

The T. grandi dentata now shows | arge
silvery downy--but still folded | eafets.

You are nore than paid for a wet

2664k written over “g
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coat & feet not only by the exhili-
ration that the fertile noist air im
parts but by the increased fragrance--&
nore gem i ke character of expandi ng buds
& leafets in the rain. Al vegetation
is now fuller of life & expression sonewhat
like I'ichens in wet weather--and the grass.
Buds are set in syrup or anber.
Measured the large apple tree in
front of the Charles MIles house-- It is
9 ft 10/12 in circunfrence at 2 1/2 feet
fromthe ground--the snallest place bel ow
t he branches--which are now 4 once 5 (one
being cut--starting at about 5 feet fromthe
ground & each as big as a good sized nodern
tree-- The top is large-- The trunk | ooks
healthy & is scarcely larger at the ground
than where neasured-- It is large for
an oak--a sturdy |ooking tree--reninding
one of the portly bodies of sonme of our grand-
fathers. It is not grafted. Once stood by the
fence.
VWiile | was neasuring the
tree Puffer cane along & | had a
long talk with him-standi ng under the
tree in the cool sprinkling rain till we
shivered. He said that he had seen
pout spawn attached to the under side
of the white lily pads!! He thought he
knew it fromhaving seen it in their bodies
He thought that the pickerel spawn

was dropt in deep water & was devoured
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by pouts & eel s--wondered where eels bred--

& how -for he never detected any spawn in them

Had been told (like Wtherel) that they gendered

into (i.e. copulated with) the clam Told

of a winter some 15 years ago when

there was a freshet in February--& the snapping

turtles thought it was spring & came up with
it on to the nmeadows--but it froze & the
ice settled on them & killed them when
the water went down--& they were found dead
in great numbers in the spring--one
t hat nmust have wei ghed 100 | bs. Had seen
pi ckerel that had been frozen 4 or 5 hours
brought to life in water-- Said that the
bl ack snake |layed 8 or 10 eggs in
a--field-- Once killed a very |arge
wat er adder--& counted over 60 little snakes
init an inch or 2 long--& that was not
all. Once he was going al ong--saw a
wat er adder & heard a | ow sound which
it mke with its nmouth--& he saw as
many as 25 little snakes run into its nouth
Says the foxes eat the E. picta which
| believe he called grass turtles--he
had seen where they had opened them -but
they could not get at the box turtle.
Found sone young stake-drivers as he was
nowi ng.

Kal mi a gl auca ap yesterday XX on

the driest part of the swanmp--

/1
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VWhen the hunming bird flew about
& tai
the room yesterday--his body » hung in
a singular manner between the wi ngs.
Swi ngi ng back and forth with a sort of
oscillating notion--not hanging directly
down, but yet pulsating or tetering up &
down.
| see a chewink flit |ow across the
road with its peculiar flirting undul ating
noti on.
| thought yesterday that the view of
the mts fromthe bare hill on the
Lincoln side of Flint's pond was very
grand-- Surely they do not | ook so grand
any where within 20 mles of them And
| reflected what kind of life it mnust
be that is lived always in sight of them
| | ooked round at some wi ndows in the
m ddl e of Lincol n--& considered that
such was the privilege of the inhabitants
of these chanbers--but their blinds were
closed & | have but little doubt that
they are blind to the beauty & sublimty
of this prospect. | doubt if in the
| andscape there can be anything finer
than a distant nt range. The are
a constant elevating influence.
Ranuncul us acris ap in a day or 2

Rhodora at C am Shell well out-- --

yesterday at |east X

Just after hearing ny night warbler--I

see 2 birds on a tree--the one which

| examned as well as | could without a
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gl ass, had a white throat with a white
spot on his w ngs--was dark above & noved
fromtine to tine like a creeper--& it was ?
The plate of of Sylvia Canadensis in NY reports has since remnded me of this,
about the creeper's size ~-- The other bird
which | did not exami ne particularly was a
little larger & nore tawny--perhaps G C. thrush?®
It is remarkable how little way npst
nmen get in their account of the nysteries of
nature. Puffer after describing the habits of
a snake or turtle--sonme peculiarly which struck
himin its behavior--would say with a?® {renarkabl e}
air as if he was comunicating or suggesting
somet hi ng- - possi bl y expl ai ni ng sonet hi ng-- Now
| take it that is nature. Nature did that."
May 18th 58
Set an Arbor vitae hedge 15 inches E of our I|ine-- NB
about 20 inches high--25°
May 19t h
Am Surveying (by the eye--) for \Warner
t he meadow surveyed for John Hosner in
June 56. The bl ack currant near
Field R Floridum
S. W corner of his Saw M || property out-- /1
how | ong?
Is the willow-with a |arge eatk fertile
catkin there the small sericea--& | ess downy
than the | arge one--distinct from both? ?

Al ong the brook by paint factory.

Pmto Everett Spring--

267phr ase added
268 There is a blotch after the "a" which might be a crossed out

* The entire passage below the dateline "May 18th" has either a line drawn around it or a line atop and another below.

n
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1 There appears to be quite a variety in the

2 colors of the V. cucull ata--some dark

3 blue if not lilac (?)--some with a very

4 dark blue center & whitish circunference--

5 others dark blue within & dark wi thout--

6 others all very pale blue--

7 11 Stellaria borealis--well out--ap severa

8 days-- What | f called the R bul bosus

9 there May 3d proves to be the R repens. It would

10 ? appear then to be the earliest ranunculus. It

11 is a dense bed of yellow now- | am struck
12 by the light spot in the sinuses of the |eaves--
13 The Eg. sylvaticum-there is now of a reddi sh cast.
14 R W E. says that Pratt found yesterday
[AS5// [/out the Trientalis, Trilliumcernuum &
16 Smlacina trifolia.
17 4 rods + S. of the cross fence over Everett's hil
18 on the Wslope | find the Ranuncul us abortivus
19 // 2 plants open only but will not shed pollen till tonorrow

20 // Arod or 2 further the Eg. hiemalis--ap

21 alittle past bloom-or effete--all the heads
22 open
23 Looking with ny glass into the Gourgas

24 |/ pond hole-- & see 3 or 4 buck bean bl ossons.

25 2 birds about the size & of the appearance
26 of a pigeon or turtle dove start up with
27 a loud alarmnote fromthe shal |l ow nuddy
28 flat there--with a harsh shrill cry--whil
29 whil whil or the like. at first |
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coul d not guess what they were, but since con-
clude that they were the |arge yell ow | egs. /1
Could this bird have nmade the sound heard on the 15th
ult? There renained feeding on the nud al ong the
water's edge 2 peetweet |ike birds but ap. |arger
& less tetering-- | thought they were T. solitarius. ?
Heard the night warbler--begin his strain
just like an weed oven bird! | have noticed that when
it drops down into the woods--it darts suddenly one side to a perch
when | ow. 270
May 20th ' 58
Pm up Assabet
A cloudy afternoon--with a cool east w nd
produci ng a mst-- Hundreds of swall ows
are now skimm ng close over the river at its
broadest part where it is shallow & runs
the swiftest--just below the Island--for a
di stance of 20 rods-- There are bank- barn-
cliff & chimey swallows all mngled together
& continually scaling back & forth--a very
lively sight-- They keep descendi ng or stooping
to within a few inches of the water on
W thout quite touching it
a curving wing--~ & | suppose are attracted
by sone small insects which hover close over it--
They al so stoop | ow about nme as | stand
on the flat island there--but | do not
perceive the insects. They rarely rise nore
than 5 feet above the surface--& a general
twittering--adds to the inpression of sociability.
The principal note is the low grating
sound of the bank swallow & then the

vit vit of the barn-swall ow

* The final sentence, beginning with "I have noticed..." seems to have been written in the space at the end of the main line

and in the space between the main line and the dateline.
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The cliff swallow then is here-- Are

the insects in any neasure confined

to that part of the river?-- Or are they con-
gregated for the sake of society.

| have also in other years noticed them over
anot her swift place--at Hubbard's bath--

And al so when they first come in snaller
nunmbers over the still & smooth water under
the lea of the Island wood. They are thick as
t he gnats which perhaps they catch. Swall ows
are nore confident & fly nearer to man

than nost birds-- It may be because they

are nore protected by the sentiment & superstitions

of men.

The salix |ucida XXX

The season is nobre backward on ac. of the

cl oudy & rainy weather of the last 4 or
5 days--& sone preceedi ng. The pol ygonat um
pubescens not quite-- The red oak is not out--

Hear a quail whistle.

| notice that the sugar maple op. Barretts

does not bloomthis year--nor does the

t he canoe birch by the hem ocks bear sterile cat-

ki ns-- Perhaps they nore or |ess respect the
alternate years.

3 1/2 Pmto Brister's Hil
Goi ng along the deep valley in the woods, just
before entering the part called Laurel glen
| heard a noise & saw a fox running off al ong

shr ubby
the” side hill. It |ooked |ike a rather snall

brown fox & very clunsy running rmuch like a
It had a dirty or dark brown tail with very little white to the tip
wood chuck-- ~ A few steps further | cane upon

the remai ns of a wood chuck yet warm
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which it had been eating--head {& legs & tai
all remained united by the skin but the bowels
& a good part of the flesh was eaten--

This was evidently a young fox say 3/4 grown

or perhaps | ess

A& appeared as full as a tick. There was

a fox hole within 3 rods with a very large
sand heap several cartloads before it, much
trodden. Hearing a bird of which | was in
search | turned to examine it-- Wen

heard a bark behind ne--& | ooking round saw

an old fox on the brow of the hill on the west side
of the valley anm d the bushes about 10 rods

of f | ooking down at ne. At first it was a

short puppy-like bark--but afterward it began
to bark on a higher key--& nore prol onged--very
unli ke a dog--a very ragged half scream ng
bur-ar-r-r. | proceded al ong the

val l ey half a dozen rods after a little

delay (the fox being gone) & then | ooked

round to see if it returned to the wood chuck--
| then saw a full grown fox perhaps

the sane as the last, cross the valley

t hrough the thin | ow wood 15 or 20 rods

behi nd ne--but fromE to W-pausing

& |l ooking at me anxiously fromtime to time

It was rather light tawny (not fox col ored)

wi th dusky brown bars--& | ooked very | arge

wol f |ike-- The full grown fox stood

much hi gher on its |egs--& was | arger, but

11
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t he body was ap. not much heavier than

that of the young. Going a little further

| cane to another hole--
of squar e
a space ™ a dozen " feet

& 10 feet off was

{t} am d sone

little oaks worn quite bare & snooth ap.

by the playing of the foxes--and the ground

cl ose around a large stunp about a rod from

the hole was worn bare & hard--& then al

the bark & much of the rotten wood was pawed
They had pawed a deep channe
or gnawed off--lately. ~ There lay the renains

of anot her woodchuck--now dry--the

head skin & | egs being

eft--& al so part

of the skin of a 3d {anet} & the bones of

anot her animal & some partridge

feathers-- The ol d foxes had kept their

| arder well supplied--wi

anot her hol e ap. a back

thin a rod was

door having no

heap of sand--& 5 or 6 rods off another

in the side of the hil
heap--& as far down the
with a | arge sand heap--

with none-- There was a

with a small sand
val | ey anot her
& a back door

wel | beaten

path fromthe one on the side hil

5 or 6 rods long to one

t here was nmuch bl acki sh

in the valley--&

dung about the

holes & stunp & the path-- By the

hol e furthest down the valley was another

stunp whi ch had been gnawed (?)2?* very nmuch

& tranpl ed & pawed about

| i ke the other.

21« (?)” inserted

about one--& in between the roots--perhaps for insects
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1 --1 suppose the young foxes play there

2 There were half a dozen holes or nore

3 and what with the skulls & feathers & skins &

4 bones about | was rem nded of Col gotha. These

5 hol es were sone of themvery | arge & conspi cuous

6 1 foot wide vertically by 8 or 10 inches going into

7 the side hill with a curving stoop--& there

8 very

9 was conmonly a ™ |arge heap of sand before

10 them trodden snooth-- It was a sproutland

11 val | ey--cut off but a year or 2 since--

12 As | stood by the last hole--1 heard the old fox bark

13 & saw her (?) near the brow of the hill on the NW

14 am d the bushes restless & anxi ous overl ooki ng e

15 a dozen or 14 rods off-- | was no doubt by the hole

16 in which the young were. She uttered at very short

17 pro-

18 intervals a » longed shrill screeching kind of bark

19 begi nning |l ower & rising a very broken & ragged sound

20 ~"to a very high key--lasting 2 e+—3 seconds--"

21 nore |ike the screamof a large & angry bird than

22 the bark of a dog--trilled |like a piece of vibrating

23 netal at the end. It noved restlessly back

24 & forth--or approached nearer--& stood or sat

25 on its haunches like a dog with its tail |ayed

26 out in a curve on one side--& when it barked

27 it layed its ears flat back & stretched its nose

28 forward. Sonetimes it uttered a short puppy

29 i ke snappish bark. It was not fox-col ored

30 or wolf-color

31 now - but a very light tawny ~--dark brown or
had32i ne fromits throat; its |legs the sane perpendi cul ar

33 dusky beneath ~-- with a broad dusky ~ band on its

34 haunches & sinilar ones on its tail--& a snal

35 whitish spot on each side of its faee nouth--

281



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

32
33
34

There it sat like a chieftain on his hills
| ooki ng net hought as big as a prairie wolf--
& shaggy |ike?2 it--anxious & ever fierce--
as | peered through ny glass. | noticed
when it withdrew-(l too withdrawing in the
opposite direction) that as it had descended
the hill alittle way & wanted to go off over
the pinnacle without nmy seeing which way it
went, it ran one side about 10 feet till
it was behind a small white pine then
turned at a right angle--& ascended the
hill directly with the pine between us. The sight
of him suggested that 2 or 3 might attack
a man. The note was a shrill vibrating scream or
cry. Could easily be heard a quarter of a mle.
How many woodchucks--rabbits--partridges
& &c they nust kill! & yet how few
of themare seen. A very wol fish color--
It nust have been a large fox--& if it
is true that the old are white on the sides
of the face.-- an old one-- They evidently used
nore than half a dozen holes within 15 rods.
| withdrew the sooner for fear by his barking
he woul d be betrayed to sone dog or
gunner-- It was a very wild sight--to see
the wolf |ike parent circling about ne
in the thin wood--fromtime to time pausing
to |l ook back at ne. --This appeared to

and is considered a var of the red by himand nost
be nearest to the cross fox of Audubon *--
not white beneath as the red-fox of Harlan
Emonds says of the red fox "In the spring the
col or appears to fade" & that sonme are "pale yellow'--

but does not describe minutely. This was prob. a

212 " " extends down and the extraneous part is crossed out

ot hers
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femal e--for Bell says of the Eng. fox that the
female "loses all her timdity & shyness when suck-
ling her young"-- also that they are a year & a half
| find afterward 3 or 4 nore fox hol es nearby--& see
where they have sat on a |large upturned stunp which had heaved up--
in attaining their full size. earth with it-- Many |arge pieces
of woodchuck skin about their holes-- they | eave the head & feet.
a scent of carrion about the holes

Hear the pepe-- See tanagers male & female--in /1
the top of a pine--one red--other yell ow-from bel ow - /1
We have got to these high colors anbng birds.

Saw in the street a young cat o, 1 of 2 /1
whi ch Skinner killed in Wal den woods yesterday-- It
was al nost ready to fly--at least 2 1/2 feet in alar extent
tawny with many bl ack bars & darker on w ngs-- Hol nes?”
in Patent office report says they "pair early in February."
So | visited the nest. It was in a large white
pi ne close on the N side of the path sone
10 rods Wof the old Stratton cellar in the
woods-- This is the |argest white pine there-
abouts & the nest is some 35 feet high on 2
[inmbs close to the mainstem & ac. to Skinner
was not much nmore than a foot across made
of small sticks nearly flat--"without fine stuff." !
There were but 2 young. This {+r} a path which
sonmebody travels every half day at |east--2*
& only a stone's {through} fromthe great road--
There were many white droppings about--&
large rejected pellets containing the vertebrae
& hair of a skunk-- As | stood there
| heard the crows naking a great noise

some 30 or 40 rods off & imediately

suspected that they were pestering one

273 Hol mes” written over text
274 dash might be at cross
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of the old ows which Skinner had not seen

It proved so--for as | approached the
ow sailed away from am dst a white pine
top--with the crows in full pursuit--& he
| ooked very large stately & heavy like a
74 anong schooners. | soon knew by the
[ oud cawi ng of the crows that he had alighted
again sone 40 rods off--& there again
found hi m perched high on a white pine--
the large tawny fellow with bl ack dashes
& large erect horns. Away he goes again
& the crows after him

| have compared the black currant which
pl anted yesterday--with RWE--& | concl ude

are both

that ac to Loudon--they H+st—s

its
the R floridum-& the 2d perhaps the yar. "grandi-

florum which "has the flowers & racenes
| arger than those of the species--"unless the
1st is the other var-- parviflorus {whieh}?
2’He says that the R_{nigrum has
"bractea minute"?® nmuch shorter than the pedicels--

-- -- -- asolitary one-flowered pedicel at the

This is the case with {species} ?of R W E."

base of each racenme. ~ In the plate are 4 to 6

flowers {ra} racene--yet in his plate of R floridum

are only 4 to 7!

My first found yesterday--differs fromthe 2nd

(RWE's) in these respects--its racene pedicels
& flowers are nmuch nore sl ender--few fl owered

(10 to 11 RWEs 13 to 20) It has no pedicel & flow

inthe axil of a leaf at the base of the racemes (at

these 2 racemes have not) as nobst of RWES have--

215Thi s paragraph marked with parenthesis-like brackets preceding “He” and foll ow ng

“ 7! ! ”
218 sticken end quote
27" dot before "of"
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The flowers are not only nore slender but the
sepal s | ess recurved--its | eaves are much broader
at present, and rmuch larger. The bractea of R W E.
are even |larger than those of this but only in prop-
to the greater size of the flowers & racenes--
May 21st ' 58
Pmto Boul der field--
Horse chestnut X Actaea??® spicata
var rubra will bloomap in 4 or 5 days--
It is now 15 inches high-- Lilac X Pratt
shows ne what | take to be genista Tinctoria
It has | eafed when?
(not budded) fromthe boulder field. Also a
ranuncul us fromhis | and which has been out
how | ong?--which is very near to R repens but
has small flowers--petals Iess than the cal yx
& | eaves net hinks nore divided--but | did not see
When | | ook May 29th the

fl ower open is of usua
it open-- It may be a var. of repens size & true R repens.

H s daughter has found in bl oom huckl eberry on the 19th
vi ol a pubescens 16t h
Ger ani um macul at um 18t h

I noticed that theoLdlndigo bird path behind

Pratts is for some distance distinctly defined by

young birches 3 or 4 feet high which are now

young

clothed with tender |eaves before the » oaks &c on

each side-- They are esp. thick in the ruts--

while there are but few here & there in the

sproutl and generally. | suspect that the

seed was bl own and | odged there in the winter.

E. Hoar saw Sil ene Pennsylvanica out in

in awarmcleft of a rock--also Cerasus punila
Li ncol n today-- bet here & Newton

2’8 Large space between “X’ and “Actaea” in MS.

/1
/11
/1
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11

11
11
11

285



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
27

28

Sat May 22d '58
Ed. Enerson brings ne the egg. of a

hawk--dirty bluish white %W My 30t h%6™

just found with 3 other eggs--not nuch devel oped

/1

in a nest on the ground-- Prob. a Hen-Harrier's
Pm by cars to Wrcester on
way to New York-- W have had much
rai ny weat her for about a week & it has
just cleared up £ | notice as |I glide along
that the sun com ng out shines brightly on
snoot h wat ers ponds & fl ooded neadows
raised by the rain--& is reflected fromthe
new lily pads which nost now first generally
notice spread out on the surface-- The fou
weat her havi ng prevented our observing their
grow h. Something like this annually oc-
curs. After this May stormthe sun bursts
brightly
forth & is reflected » in some placid hour
fromthe new | eaves of the lily spread out
on the surface in the ponds & pools raised
the rain--& we seemto have taken a | ong
stride into sunmer-- So was it also in a
former geol ogi cal age--when water & water
pl ants prevailed & before ?ﬁn was here
en

to behold them The sun was “reflected from

the lily pad after the May storns as brightly

2%extra spaci ng between |lines in manuscri pt
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as now -
May 23d in Worcester--
5 AmWal k with Bl ake--Brown & Rogers
to Quini siganond Pond--carryi ng our Breakfast
Paddl ed up the pond Northerly 3/4 of a
mle fromthe bridge--& |l unched in Shrews-
bury on the E. side. See some quite fresh
frog-spawn of the dark kind--like the R pal us- /1
tris for instance-- Cross & ascend W gwam
Hill-- Krigia & Conmandra out there-- /1
Brown thrashers nest on ground under a small /1
tree with 4 eggs
Found in the water 8 or 10 inches deep--just behind
t he Lake house--a Nasturtium not quite open, /11?
a var of
which | think nmust be “the horse radish N. Arnoracia.
Yet such a var is not described by Gray--for the
i Mmersed stem | eaves were all narrowWy dissected &
pi nnate (v. pressed specinen) & | saw simlar ones
in the streets in Wrcester in dry ground. The | owest
portion--for | had not the root--had the true
horseradi sh taste. It seemed to be the result of
its growing at sonme tinme in water. Has the N. |acustre
t he conmon horseradi sh taste?
Alittle south of the Boston & Worcester turn-
pike & 6 rods fromthe Wside of the pond
| saw a chestnut about 18 inches in dianeter
in the night
whi ch was struck by lightning ~ sone 10 days ago

There was left standing only a splinter of the

stunp some 7 feet high--with the main |inbs

287



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

31
32
33
34

fallen upon & around it. The bank &
thin slivers or strips of the wood had been cut
to a dozen rods around in all directions--
the ground being strewn with them an2&®
N & sone rested on the top of the adjacent wood
Also one or 2 large linbs were thrown to a
di stance. But what was nost remarkabl e
& peculiar there was a trench sonewhat
nore than 2 rods long--5 feet wide
at top & nore than 2 feet deep |eading
perfectly straight fromthe foot of the tree
toward the pond--large old roots being burst
t hrough--in the gravelly soil--& nmasses
of the earth cut a rod each way--yet nost
of the dirt forned a bank to the trench--
It woul d have taken an Irishman at | east
3 hours to have dug this-- Then after an
interval of 3 or 4 rods where the ground
was a little higher--the trenches reapppeared
t hough quite short there
at the waters edge--" exactly in the line
of the 1st ditch continued--& there sone 2
cartl oads of gravelly soil were thrown out
& the water stood init. | counted in all
7 places within 8 or 10 rods along the waters
(or 6 to 8 rods fromthe tree)
edge--" where it had nade a short furrow
in the ground--& in some cases there were
slight furrows here & there %Eggithese
& the tree--as if the lightning had di verged
in rays fromthe base of the tree--

perhaps (?) at first along the roots to the

pond.-- Did it pass through the

*" The word "an" appears directly above the stricken word “the”
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ground where it did not break the surface?

The bark was not so much stripped off as | have

seen--but the wood was finely splintered

Monday May 24t h

To New York by RR

Al'l through Connecticut & N. York--the

white involucres of the cornel (c. Florida) recently

expanded,

now COﬂSpi cuous- -

Concor

now open- -

but j ust

It

sone of them reddi sh or rosaceous, are

is not quite expanded in

d. It is the nost showy indigenous tree

(One plant at Staten Island on the 25th had

begun to flower ie the true flowers to open--)

After entering the state of N.Y. | observed

now fully in bl oom what

call the

vib. prunifolium-1ooking very like our

v. lentago in flower at a little distance. It

i 3281 t

t he sanme |

horny, as they told ne at Staten I. &

dealt with at Perth Anboy--&

is insufficiently described. It grows on higher &

drier ground than our v.

nudum-but its fruit

which is called "nanny berries" resenbl es that

r at her

than the v.

| entago. It shows now

rich dense rounded nmasses of white

f 1l ower

t he i nmpression of

s--i.e. the surface of the bushes makes

regul ar curves or convex

masses of bl oom bearing a | arge proportion

to the green |l eves-- The pink azal ea

too not yet out at

hone is generally

281« s”

witten over

has

11

11
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out with the cornel--(I see it al so next
day at Staten |.)

| saw a nusquash swi mm ng across a pool,
I think after entering upon Manhattan
I sl and!

In the evening | ooked at the aquarium at
Barnum s. The gl ass boxes wi th nothing
but water (labelled fresh or salt) & pebbles
seened sufficiently interesting. There were breans
only 2 inches |ong--prob hatched only | ast year.
The sea anenpbnes were new & interesting to ne.
The ferns &c under glass a fine parlor or-
nament .

May 25t h

Visited the Egyptian Miuseum
The chariot wheel mnight have been picked
out of a ditch in Carlisle--& the infant's
{shore} have been found with it.

May—26+h?%2 Pmto Staten island
See an abundance of R arbortivus in the
wood path behind M E s house going
to seed & in bloom- The branches are fine
V pressed

and spreadi ng about 8 or 10 inches high pl ant s
Al'so some R recurvatus--& well out

what appears to be Thaspiumtrifoliatun? in flower

in path to house--v pressed. Potatoes just
hoed ours not fairly up--

May 2628 3 Pmreturn to Boston

*” The date has been stricken with three parallel lines.

28 There is a | arge space between the "26" and "3" in M
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May 27th
At Boston--Canbridge & Concord- -

De Kay describes the Esox fasciatus which is

ap. mne of May 11th as | count the rays are
the sane in no--viz "p 13--V 9--D 14--A 13
C 20th he says it is from6 to 10 inches | ong & abundant

in N Y--anmong other things is distinguished by "a
nmuddy tinge of the roundi sh pectoral abdom na
& £+ ventral fins; & by a broad concave
or lunated tail--" | do not observe the
peculiarity in the tail in mne nowit is in
spirits.
an

Ed. Enerson shows ne the egg of a bittern /1
(Ardea Mnor) froma nest in the mdst of the
great meadows which 4 boys found--scaring up
the bird | ast Monday the 24th-- It was about
a foot wide on the top of a tussock where the
wat er around was al nost 1 foot deep-- | wll neasure

the egg-- (They were a little developed--) It is clay-colored

1 7/8 inch long x 1 9/16 about the sane size at each end?*

Al so an egg of a turtle dove--one of 2 /1
in anest in a pitch pine about 6 feet from
the ground in Sleepy Holl ow Cenetery by the side of a
frequented walk on a fork on a nearly horizonta
linb-- The egg is mlk-white elliptical--1 3/16 inch |ong x
7/ 8 wi de
May 28

Azal ea in garden XX -- | get the?® /1

28‘Extra spacing after this line in the manuscript
285 p| otch at end of line
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nest of the turtle dove above named. it
bei ng perched & no egg left. It appears to
have been built on the foundation of an
old robin's nest & consists of a |oose
the seedy ends projecting

wi sp of straw & pin-weed * 10 inches long laid
across the nud foundation of the robins
nest with a very slight depression-- Very
| oose & coarse material is artificially disposed
wi thout any lining or architecture-- It was
close to a frequented path of the cenetery & within
reach of the hand.
Hear the wood peewee- -

Pm by boat to great Meadows to
| ook for the bittern nest.

The Cornus florida--involucres are partly
expanded- - but not yet very showy-- Salix
nigra ap one day in one place XXX
The Salix pedicellaris which abounds in the
great meadows--is a peculiar & rather
interesting willow sone 15 inches high &
scarcely rising above the grass even now-wth
its expanded reddi sh veins it |ooks |ike the
choke-berry in bud at a little distance--

The Ranuncul us Purshii is now abundant & conspicuous in river--

| see common in these nmeadows what ap-
pears to be that coarse grass growing in circles
light or yellow sh green--wi th dense--{wool}
grass like heads--and al nost bl ack in-
vol ucres--just begun to bloomX. Is it
the Scirpus sylvaticus var atrovirens?

far
v. pressed-- As | |look ™ over the neadow

which is very wet--often a foot of water
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amd the grass-- | see this yellow sh green
interspersed with irregul ar dark green patches
where it is wettest, just |like the shadow of
a cloud--& nmistook it for that at first--
& fine
That was a dark green ™ kind of sedge-- These
various shades of grass rem nd nme of June
now cl ose at hand. Fromtinme to tinme |
hear--the sound of the bittern concealed in
the grass indefinitely far or near--& can--
only guess at the direction not the distance.
| fail to find the nest.
| come in the mdst of the neadow-on 2 of the
Enmys nel egris--nuch |l arger than | have found /1
the one's sternum bei ng decidedly depressed 1/8 of an inch the other not at all
bef ore--perhaps they are male & femal e--~ They
are just out of the water partly conceal ed by
sone withered grass & hiss loudly & run
out their Iong necks very far & struggle
a good deal when caught-- They con-
tinue to scratch ny hand in their efforts
to escape as | carry them-nore than ot her
turtles do. The dorsal shield of each is just
7 inches long-- The sternum of what appears to be
the female is about 1/8 inch shorter of the male
near 1/4 inch longer--yet in both the projection of the
sternumis chiefly forward-- Breadth of shell in
the nale 4 7/8 of fenale 4 1/2 in niddle--but the
femal e widens a little behind. Height of each about
2 3/4 inches-- The snoothish dark brown shells

hi gh regul arly rounded--are very thickly--but not

conspi cuously spotted (unless in water) with
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smal |l oval or elongated yell ow spots as nany
as 50 or 60 to a scale & nore or |less raying from
the origin of the scal e--becom ng larger & horn col ored
on the narginal scales esp. of one. The thickly &
evenly distributed yell ow marks of the head & neck
correspond to those of the shell w-th {w} pretty wel
They are high backed turtles. The sternumis
horn color--with a |arge dark or bl ackish
spot occupying a third or nore of the rear outer
angl e of each scale-- The throat is clear
pLLghi yel low & much & frequently exposed--tai
tapering & short--the claws are quite sharp
& perfect. One closes its forward valve to within
1/8 of an inch--but the posterior not so nuch
& evidently they are not inclined to shut up cl ose
if indeed they can at this season--or at all
The sternum of the nmale notw thstanding the depression
curves upward at each extremity much nore than the
femal e's.
They run out their heads renmarkably far &
yet fromthe visible |l ength of neck the nore snake-like
have quite a harm ess & hel pl ess expression. *
About the size of the wood-tortoise. Very regularly
Voi ded?®® many fragnments of comon
snail shells {drawi ng} & sone insect exuviae
& smoot hly rounded shel | s--
Hear for a long time as | sit under a will ow
a yet summer yellow bird sing--wthout
knowi ng what it is-- It is arich & varied
singer with but few notes to remind me of its
comDnN one--continuously hoppi ng about.
See already one or 2? white maple keys on

the water-- Saw t he nouse-ear going to seed

in Wrcester the 23d. The red actaea

/1% is fully expand and prob has been open 2 or 3 days?®

286 The |ine under voided separates it fromthe line below (rather than enphasizing

it.)

287 After the "//" in the margin T wites sonething in very conpact script:

288 . .
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but there will be?® no pollen till tonmorrow XXX

What kind of cherry tree is that now rather
past prinme--wild red cherry like--if not it--between
the actaea & river near wall? some 10 inch in
di ameter. Hear the night & see a
bat tonight.

The earliest cinnanon fern ap not |ong.
E. Hoar finds the Eriphorum vagi natum
at Ledum swanp--with | ead col ored scal es how | ong?

May 29t h

Pmto Bateman's Pond via Pratt's.

Barberry near boulder field ap-- X
bl ue {yel} grass ap XXX yell ow oxalis {?}
violet oxalis not for several days. Button
wood one tree not for 2 or 3 days. Rubus triflorus
wel |l out at Calla swanp how | ong? Call a--

or 3 or 4
ap in 2 or 3 ~ days the very earliest. Arethussa
bul bosa wel | out-- Cornus Canadensis bl oons
ap. with C. Florida not quite yet. | m stook
dense groves of little barberries in the droppings
of cows in the boulder field for apple trees at first
so the cows eat barberries--& help di spense or
exactly

di ssem nate them  as they do the apple! That
hel ps account for the spread of the barberry tree.
See the genista--winter killed at top--sone
7 or 8 rods N of the southernnobst |arge
boul der in the boulder field. Cannot find
any large corydalis plants where it has been

very plenty. A few of the C. Florida buds by the

28%“pe” poss inserted
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pond have escaped after all

Farmer describes an animal which he saw
| ately near Bateman's pond--which he thought
woul d wei gh 50 or 60 | bs--color of a she fox
at this season--1ow but very long & ran some-

what |i ke a woodchuck-- | think it nust

have been an otter--though they are described as

dark gl ossy brown

May 30th 58

Hear of Ladie's slipper seen the 23d how | ong?

| saw t he Nuphar advena above water & yellow
in Shrewsbury the 23d--

pmto Hen Harriers nest & to Ledum
Swanp- -

Ed. ward Emerson shows nme the nest which
he and another discovered. It is in the
m dst of the | ow wood--sonetinmes inundated
just SWof Hubbards bath--the island
of wood in the neadow - The hawk rises when
we approach--& circles about over the wood
uttering a note singularly |like the comon
one of the flicker. The nest is in a nore
bushy or open place in the | ow wood- -

& consists of a large nmass of sedge

& stubbl e

ANwith a few very few small twigs as it were
accidentally intermngled-- It is about 20
inches in dianeter & remarkably fl at

the slight depression in the mddle not
exceedi ng 3/4 of an inch-- The whol e open-

ing amid the | ow bushes is not nore
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than 2 feet in diameter. The thickness of
it raises the surface about 4 inches above
t he ground. The inner & upper part is uniformy
Y%or rather dirtied%
& pal e brown sedge-- There are 2 dirty %% white
%one of thentb
eggs left (of 4 that were) %% 1 7/10 inch | ong
& not "spherical" as Brewer says--but broad
in prop. to length-- %Another is 1 7/8 inch long x 1 1/2 inches
V. the {one} (which was addled) in ny collection--%
Ledum one fl ower out XX but perhaps if Pratt /1
had not plucked sone | ast Sunday it m ght have
bl oomred here yesterday! It is decidedly leafing also /1
Androneda polifolia by the ditch well out--how /1
long? | perceive the turpentine scent of the Ledum
inthe air as | walk through it--
As | stand by the river side sone tine
after sundown | see a light white
mst rising here & there in wisps from
t he neadow far & near, less visible
within a foot of nme--to the hei ght of
3 or 4 or 10 feet-- It does not rise
generally & evenly fromevery part of the
meadow, but, as yet, over certain spots

only-- Where there is some warm breat h of

t he nmeadow turned into cloud.

May 31st
Amto Island. Choke cherry a day or 2 XXX /1
C. Florida not yet for 2 or 3 days. | saw /1

some in Connecticut with involucres nuch nore
rosaceous than ours. A yellow birds nest of /1

that greyish-mlkweed stk fibre 12°° egg i n al der

by wall Wof Ind. burying (?) ground.

2% pd. or blotch after 1
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Pmto Laurel den

| see running along on the flat side
of a R R rail on the causeway--a
wi | d nouse--with an exceedingly | ong tai
--perhaps it would be called the |ong-tail ed
nmeadow nouse-- It has no white
only the feet are light flesh-color--
but it is uniformy brow as far as | can
see for it rests a long time on the
rail within a rod--but when | | ook
at it frombehind in the sun it
is a very tawny al nost gol den brown- -
quite handsone. It finally runs with
a slight hop--(the tarsus of the hind | egs
being very long while the fore legs are
short & its head ac. |ow-) down
the bank to the nmeadow- -

| saw on?* the 29th white viola pedatas
& today a white v. cucull ata.

There were severe frosts on the ni ght of
the 28 & 29th & now | see the hickories
turned quite black--& in | ow ground the
whit e oak shoots--though they do not show
black in drying--also many ferns are
wi thered & black & sone prinos | aevigata
tips{--}&c

| find a chewink nest with 4 eggs (fresh)
on the side hill at Jarvis' woodl ot 20 feet
bel ow woodchuck' s hol e at canoe birch-- The
nest is first of withered | eaves--then stubble, thickly

lined with withered grass & partly sheltered by dead

21 dot over "o" mght be a blotch
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| eaves shoved up a huckl eberry bush.

the wind com ng cool & easterly
There was a slight sea-turn ~ this Am
which at first | mistook for the newy |eafing
deci duous trees investing the evergreens--which
is a kind of sea-turn in harnony with the other.
I renmenber that the stage drivers riding back
& forth daily fromC. to Boston--& beconi ng weat her -
wi se perforce--often neeting the the sea-breeze
on its way into the country--were wont to show
their weat her wi sdomby telling anxious travellers
that it was nothing but a sea-turn!

At 5 Pmgo to see a gray squirrels
nest in the oak at the Island point--

It is about 15 feet fromthe ground (the en-
trance) where a |linmb has been broken off--

& the tree is holl ow above & bel ow-- One young
one dashed past downward under ny face with
the speed of a bird. There is nmuch short brown
dung about & a snell of urine & the tw gs
around have been gnawed.

Does not the voice of the toad along the river
sound differently now fromwhat it did a nonth
ago? | think it is much | ess sonorous & ringing
--a nore croaking & inquisitive or qui vive sound--
Is it not less prolonged al so?

June 2d 8 1/2 Am

Start for Mnadnock- -

Bet ween Shirley village & Lunenberg | notice

in a {meadow} the right hand close {to the} RR the

11

11
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Kal mi a gl auca in bloomas we are
whirl ed past-- The conductor says that he
has it growing in his garden-- Bl ake
joins nme at Fitchburg. Between Fitch-
bur g?? & Troy--saw an abundance of
wild red cherry--now ap. in prine in
full flower esp in burntlands & on hil
sides-- A small but cheerful lively white
bl oom 293

Arrived at Troy station at 11-5 & shoul dered
our knapsacks steering NE to the nt sone
4 mles off--its top-- It is a pleasant
hilly road | eading past a few farm houses
where you al ready begin to snuff the nts
or at least up-country air-- By the
roadsi de | plucked, now ap in prineg,
the ribes cynosbati--rather downy | eaved--
& nearby the sanme with snooth berries.
| noticed too the salix lucida by the road-
side there on high land-- The S. rostrata &c

Best view of nt about 2 1/2 mles this side of
Wer e commmon- - sunmt--%

Al most without interruption we had the
nt in sight before us--its subline gray
mass--that antique browni sh-gray Ararat
color-- Probably these crests of the earth
are for the nost part of one color in
all lands--that gray or color of antiquity
whi ch nature | oves--col or of unpainted
wood- - weat her stain--time stain.

Not gl aring nor gaudy--the col or

of all roofs--the color of things that

292 p|l otch after "burg"
23 T starts a letter after "blooni--probably A--and then crosses it out.
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endure--& the color that wears well--
col or of Egyptian ruins--of nmunmmes &
all antiquity--baked in the sun--done
br own-- Met hought | saw the sane col or
with which ararat & Caucasus and al
earth's brows are stained--which was m xed
in antiquity & receives a new coat every century.
Not scarlet like the crest of the bragging
cock--but that hard enduring gray--
a terrene sky color Solidified air with a
The red alder was in full bloomby the road
ti nge of earth-- ap in prine--

We left the road at a school house & crossing
a neadow - began to ascend gently through
very rocky pastures--

Previously an old nman a nile back--who
lived on a hill top on the road--pointed out the
upper corner of his pasture as a short way up.
Sai d he had not been up for 7 years--&
| ooki ng at our packs asked "are you going
to carry themup"?--"Well" said he
with a tone half of pity & half regret--
adding | shall never go up again

Here at the base by the course of a rocky

i n nmoi st ground
rill where we paused in the shade-- | saw
the Tiarella cordifolia abundant and ap
inprime--with its white spi ke soneti nes
a foot & nore high--also the | eaves

of the Geranium Robertianumemtting their

peculiar scent--with the radical a reddish tinge--

11

11
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not yet budded-- The cress in the water

there was quite agreeable to our taste--&

met hi nks woul d be good to eat fresh with bread.
The nei ghboring hills began to sink--&

entering the wood we soon passed Fassett's

shanty--he so busily at work inside that

he did not see us--& we took our dinner by

t he rocky brook-side in the woods just above--

a dozen people passed us early in the Pm

Wiile we sat there nen & wonen on their

way down fromthe summt--this suddenly

W net a man (ap an | ndian or Canadi an hal fbreed) & a boy with guns who had

been out after pigeons but only killed 5 crows
very pleasant day after a |ouring one having

attracted them -

There abouts first | noticed the ribes prostratum

abundantly in bloomap in prinme--with its pretty
erect racenes of small flowers sonetines purplish
with large | eaves-- There too the trillium erythro-
carpunyt now in prinme, was conspicuous-- 3 white
| anceol at a- -waved edged petals with a purple
base-- This the handsonest flower of the nt--
coextensive with the wooded sides. Also the
vib. Lantanoides ap in prime--with its | arge

rem nding ne by its marginal flowering of the tree cranberry
& showy white outer florets ~ coextensive with |ast
& uvul aria grandiflora not |ong begun

Yder % not
to bl oont* Red El %%erry harety gpen ap

t here--and Amel anchi er Canadensis var Botry-
api um not long in bl oon?

dwar fi sh
Havi ng risen above the » woods (in which M_
ash was very common) which reached hi gher
up along this ravine than el sewhere--& nearly

all the visitors having descended--we proceeded

2% | arge space between "bl oomt and "Red" in M
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to find a place for & to prepare our canp
at md Pm W wished it to be near water
out of the way of the wind which was NW &
of the path--& also near to spruce trees for
There is a good place if you would be near the top within a stones throw of
summit on the N side under some spruce trees--
a bed. W chose a sunken yard in
a rocky plateau on the S. E. side of the mt ~2%
perhaps 1/2 mle fromthe sunmt by the path
Narod & 1/2 wide by nany nore in |ength--
& bushy
with a nmossy ~floor about 5 or 6 feet beneath
t he general |evel where a dozen bl ack
t hough the surrounding rock was generally bare

spruce trees grew * There was a pretty good
spring within a dozen rods--and the western
wal | shel ved over a foot or 2. W slanted
2 scraggy spruce trees long since bl eached--from
the western wall--& cutting many spruce
boughs wi th our knives nade a thick
bed & walls on the 2 sides to keep out the
wi nd. Then putting several poles transversly
across our 2 rafters we covered with a thick roof
of spruce twi gs--like shingles-- The spruce
t hough harsh for a bed was cl ose at hand
--we cutting away one tree to nake roont-
We craw ed under the | ow eaves of this roof
about 18 inches high & our extremties pro-
j ected about a foot.

Havi ng | eft our packs here & made al
ready for the night we went up to
the sunmit to see the sun set-- CQur

path | ay through a couple of snal

swanps & then up the rocks-- Some 40'. 2%

2% This caret and a line in the margin points to the interlined material inserted

after line 4
2% Both of the last two marks m ght be bl ot ches.

t he
!

303



w NP

—

S. E
or 50 rods bel ow the very apex “--or

quite on the top of the nt | saw
alittle bird flit out from beneath

on the left of it
a rock close by the path » where there

was near by a conspi cuous spruce 6 or 8 feet high--on the Wedge of a sort of holl ow
where a vista
opened south over the precipice--& the path ascended at once nore steeply

QUOWoOO~NO U~
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were only very few scattered dwarf bl ack
spruce about--& | ooking | found
a nest with 3 eggs-- It was the Fringilla
hi emal i s whi ch soon di sappeared around a
proj ecting rock-- The nest was sunk in
the ground by the side of a tuft of grass
& was pretty deep nade of much fine
little of a%’
dry grass or (sedge?) & lined with a ~ delicate
bluish hair-like fibre (?) (gq. v) 2 or 3 inches |ong--
The eggs were 3 of a regular oval form
sprinkled with
faint bluish white » with fine pale brown dots

in 2 of the 3 condensed into a ring about the

| arger end. They had ap just begun to devel op
Y%revail in Nova Scotia ac. to Bryant & Cabot %

Ve—sawegui-te The nest & tuft were covered

by a projecting rock. Brewer says that only
one nest is known to naturalists-- W saw
many of these birds flitting about the
sunmit perched on the rocks & the dwarf
spruce & di sappearing behind the rocks--

It is the prevailing bird now up there

(ie on the sunmit). They are comonly

said to go to the fur-countries to breed

--though WI son says that sone breed

The N. Y. Report makes them breed on the nts of OGswego Co

& the Catskills
in the Alleghanies. » This was a quite

i nteresting discovery-- They probably are never

27this interlined material is witten between two short parallel

l'i nes
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seen in the surroundi ng | ow grounds
at this season-- The ancestors of this
bird had evidently perceived on their flight
northward that here--was a smal
pi ece of arctic region--containing al
the conditions they acquire--cool ness &
suitable food & &c & so for how | ong
have buil ded here-- For ages they have nade
their home here with the Arenaria G oenl andi -
ca & potentilla tridentata-- They di scovered arn
arctic isles sprinkled in {our} southern sky--
did not see any of them bel ow the rocky & generally
bare position of the nt. It finds here the same
conditions as in the north of Maine & in the
Labrador Mpsses &c--
fur countries. ~ Now that the season is
advanced--m grating birds have gone to the
extreme north or gone to the nt tops--
By its color it harnonized with the gray
and browni sh gray rocks. W felt that we
were so nmuch nearer to perennial spring
& winter.
| observed rabbits dung commonly quite to the
top & all over the rocky portion & where they
had browsed the bushes-- For the |ast 15
or 20 rods the ground between the rocks is pretty
or carpeted
thickly clothed » with nt cranberry & potentilla
tridentata--only the forner as yet slightly budded
but much lower than this the nt cranberry is not comon
N The former grows also in n{e}re?® seans in the
nearly up right sides of rocks & occasionally I
found sonme of |ast years cranberries on the latter which

These were the prevailing plants of a high order on the very sumit--
were an agreeable acid ~-- There was al so on

2%8 coul d be "o"

/1
/1
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%vas it not Juncus trifidus?%

the sanme ground considerable fine grass 2%

%Ws it not the solidago Thyrsoi dea of Aug. { }3° 60?%
& radical |eaves of a sericocarpus |ike aster (?) %% (I
saw sone withered heads) opening up comonly &
alittle (hardly yet conspicuously budded except
in the warnest places) arenaria G oenl andica
in dense tufts succulent-- There were a few

very dwarfish black spruce there--& a very

of that small |eather colored |lichen &
little dry noss, and on the rocks nmany ~ unbulicaria
common?

pustul at a &ether—atH+ed—+iehens & the 2 { }°* kinds of
V speci nens

Kl adoni a white & green between them of Aug 1 60

Scarcely if at all |ower than the above named

pl ants--grew the va{r} Pennsylvani cumap X

(earlier belowin warm places--& did | see the var.

angustifolium is later than with us al so

Pyrus arbutifolia very mnute & but just budded

& mnute m ashes--a few inches high only--

Fromthem we nay judge what plants

anong ot hers--grow far north--

We heard the hylodes preparing for a rain water

pool a little below the sumrt toward

night. As it was quite hazy we coul d not

see the shadow of the mt well--& so

returned just before the sun set--to our canp--

We | ost the path com ng down--for nothing

is easier than to | ose your way here, where

so little trail is left upon the rocks--& the

different rocks & ravines are so nuch alike.

Per haps no other equal area is so bew | dering

in this respect as a rocky m summt--

though it has so conspicuous a centra

poi nt. Notwi t hstandi ng the newspaper &

egg shell left by visitors these parts of

nature are still peculiarly unhandsell ed

2% There is a line fromthe carat (which is further to the right in MSto the
interline above.

30 too faint to read but probably a date

%01 sonet hi ng crossed out
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& untracked-- The natural terraces of
rock are the steps of this tenmple--&
it is the same whether it rises above
the desert or a New England village. Even
the inscribed rocks are as sol etm as nost
anci ent grave stones--and nature reclains
themw th bog & lichens-- They rem nd ne of
the graves & pass of Ben Waddi (?)
These scul ptors seened to me to court
such alliance with the grave as they
who put their nanes over tonb-stones
al ong the hi ghway-- One who was probably
a bl acksmth--how scul ptured the enbl ens
of his craft--an anvil & hamrer beneath
his name-- Ap. a part of the regul ar
outfit of m clinbers is a hamer &
col d chisel--& perhaps they all ow thensel ves
a supply of garlic also-- Certainly you could
not hire a stone cutter to do so nuch

| ess than
engraving for ~ several thousand doll ars.
But no old nortality will ever be caught
renewi ng these epitaphs. It rem nds what
ki nds of steeps do clinb the false pretenders
to fame whose chief exploit is the carriage
of the tools with which to inscribe their nanmes--
For speaki ng epitaphs they are & the nere nane
is a sufficient revelation of the character
They are all of one trade stone cutters--
defacers--of nt tops--"Charles & Lizzie"!

Charles carried the sl edge hammer & Lizzie the
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cold chisel-- Some have carried up a
paint pot & painted their names on the

rocks
We returned to our canp & got our

tea in our sunken yard-- Wile one went
for water to the spring the other kindled
a fire-- The whol e rocky part of the nt
except the extrenme summit is strewn with
the relics of spruce trees {+s—} a dozen
or 15 feet long & |l ong since dead &

bl eached--so that there is plenty of

dry fuel at hand. W sat out on the

nk of

the rocky plateau near our canp--taking
Aour tea in the twilight--& found it quite

dry & warmthere, though you would not have

t hought of sitting out at evening in the sur-

roundi ng valleys-- It was evidently warnmer & drier
there than below- | have often perceived the
warm air high on the sides of hill late

into the night while the vallies were
filled with a cold danp night air as
with water--& here the air was warmer &
drier the greater part of the night--

We perceived no dew there this or the next

This was our parlor & supper room- |In another direction was our wash room -

ni ght. ~ The chew nk sang before night
%02g this as | have before observed is a very com
& the wood-thrush indefinitely far or

mon bird on m tops-- ~ | seens to love a

di stant & unseen as great poets are
cool atnosphere & sonetinmes lingers quite
late with us. Early in the evening the
ni ght hawks were heard to spark & boom
over these bare gray rocks--& such was

our serenade at first as we lay on

302 crossed out false start before "&"

near--a little nore
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our spruce bed-- W were |eft a+tong al one
wi th the ni ghthawks. These wi t hdrawn bare
rocks must be a very suitable place for
themto lay their eggs--& their dry & unnus
cal --yet supra-nundane & spirit like
voi ces & sounds--gave fit expression
to this rocky nt solitude-- It struck the
barren
very key-note of the stern gray ”~ solitude.
--1t was a thrunming of the nt in rocky
chords-- Strains fromthe nusic of Chaos su
as were heard when the earth was rent
& these rocks heaved up-- Thus they went
sparking & booming while we were (c ting)
first access of (sleep, & | could inagine
circling
their dainty linmping flight ~--over the
ki ndred rock--with a spot of white quartz
in their wings. No sound could be nore
Though common bel ow it seened peculiar
in harnmony with that scenery-- But
erel ong the ni ght hawks are stilled--
& we hear only the sound of our com
pani on's breathing or of a bug in our
spruce roof. | thought | heard once {th}
t he
faintly ~ barking of a dog far down under t
nmy conpani on t hought he heard a bull frog
Alittle after 1 AmI| woke & found that

nmoon had risen--& heard sonme little bird

near by sing a short stain3® of welcone to

ch

t he

y proper

he nt

t he

it

here- -

%{But every sound is a little strange there as if you were in Labrador} %%

somewhat song sparrow |ike--9%% Before dawn
t he ni ght hawks commenced their sounds
again & their sounds were as good as

a clock to us--telling how the night got on

%03 T probably meant "strain."
%04 This is according to the 1906 edition.
MS copy.

The penci

was too faint to nake out on
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At

June 3d3%®
length by 3 o'clock the signs of

dawn appear & soon we hear the robin

& the F.

hiemalis--its prolonged jingle sitting on

the top of a spruce--the che-wink & the

wood t hrush. Whether you have sl ept soundly

or not it

is not easy to |ie abed under

t hese circunstances & we rose at 3 1/2

in order
Conceal
top & get
It

shadow of

to see the sun rise fromthe

ng our bl ankets under a shelving rock near the canp we set out
our breakfast there. 7

was still hazy & we did not see the

the nt until it was conpara-

tively short we did not get the nost

distant views as of the Geen & Wite

M s- - whi |
up fuel f
mle-- A

e we were there. W carried
or the last quarter of a

F. hiemalis seemed to be attracted

by the snoke of our fire & flew quite near to

us. They

sunmt &

It was flitting about there & it would sit & sing on the top of a “spruce.

are the prevailing bird of the
per haps are baited by the crunbs

strain | have often heard.

left by visitors. »

| saw just beneath the summt

& conmenci ng some 15 or 20 rods fromit

dwar fi sh rhodora Canadensi s not yet

anywhere quite out--nuch later than betew in
a—tHtte

the vall ey--very comon & lanb kill--&

checkerberry & in slightly boggy pl aces

Eri ophor um

quite dwarfish speci nens of byeepodium

vagi natum quite comon--in simlar

6 inches high or nore

localities all over the rocky part ~-- A

little water androneda with it scarcely out--

& Labrador tea scarcely budded—en—{bu—7F

- The date seems to have been added above the first line of text.

%06 |In M

"dwarf" appears directly above "crunbs."

dwar f 306
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or 3

suggesting flowers-- (This | observed only in 2 places /1
N

on the northerly side) A viburnum (prob. nudum

or a form of

& wit h nenppant hes3°8,

quite sizable, esp. the latter--

it) was quite conmon just begun to | eaf

showing its transparent |eafets not yet expanded

al so just

alittle behind the other3”
begi nning to expand " was

These 2 with

the spruce--the |l argest shrubs at this height.

In the little thickets made by these bushes

grew the 2-1eaved sol -sea

clintonia borealis,

not nearly out & /1

not budded,

though out in the /1

valley. Wthin the folded | eaves of the |ast was

consi der abl e wat er

with

as ™ in the |l eaves of the sea side

gol den rod on the sands of the cape-- Cornus Canadensis

al ong the base of the rocks not out-- Diervilla /1

& on the noist ground or

in the small /1

bogs Lycopodi um annoti num -resenbl i ng

at first sight the L.

[ uci dul um - but runni ng--

Sonetimes form ng quite conspi cuous green patches.
was very conmon in boggy pl aces.

AN

The above plants of the mt top--except

perhaps the mt cranberry--extended down-

ward over the whole top or

n--& were » mngled with

t here

rocky part of the
alittle

pol y

pody vul gari s

a peculiar Anel anchi er Canadensis--ap. var oligo

car pon j ust

begun to bloom-with few fl owers /1

short roundish petals & finely serrate | eaves-- Red
cherry not out. Populus tremuliform s not conmmon /1
& quite small-- Small willows ap. discolor & al so

& may be humilis
rostrata ™~ --canoe birch & ye

nmeadow sweet

for the nost part scrubby as—that—of
birch ~--largest in

swanpy pl aces--" Licopodi um cl avat um - Arrel anchi er

Canadensi s var oblongifolium not quite out. /1

307 This interlined materia

interlined materia

the transcription

308 N)

poss written over

n

”

appears on the sane |ine of the manuscript as the
have given it a separate line to avoid confusion in

inline 6. |
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alittle of it--and also a little very dwarfish
hem ock & white pine (2 or 3 feet high)
{A} lLittle may-flower & chi ogenes hi spidul a--
We concl uded to explore the whole
rocky part of the nt in this wise--to saunter
slowy about it about the height & distance
fromthe {summit} of our canp or say 1/2
amle nore or less--1st going north
fromthe summt & returning by the W semicircle
& then exploring the east side conpleting
the circle & return over the summit at
ni ght.
To sum up--these were the
Plants of the Sunmt

ie within a dozen rods of it
Potentilla tridentata & | owner

vac. vitis |daea

Fine grass %was it not Juncus trifidus of Aug. 607?)%

Seriocarpus |ike {rad} leaves {was it not S. Thrysoidea of Aug. 60%
Arenaria G oenl andi ca

dwarf bl ack spruce

Alittle dry noss %J erosa? or hyperborea?
v. Sep. 21st 58
The 2 kinds of cladonia white & green & a sp. from Lafayette

v sp. of Aug. 60%
& the small |eather colored |ichen of rocks”3*® mingled with

the larger unbilicaria pustul ata--3%0

Wthin 15 or 20 rods of it
or scarcely if at all lower than the | ast

vac. Pennsyl vani cum - (& perhaps the var. angustifoliun®)

Pyrus arbutifolium

mt ash3i

39 A line is drawn fromthis carat to four lines (witten on an angle) in the right
mar gi n of manuscri pt
310 "Al'l these but the V. vitis |daea--
general |y di spersed over the rocky part”
added vertically in the left margin fromline 27 to 14.

"--%he V. V. | also in {patches} |ower down V. Aug. 60% added vertically in left
margin fromlines 13-3

811 "general ly distributed" added vertically in the left margin fromline 32-28
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Commencing 15 or 20 rods below it

Rhodor a Nenopant hes

Lanbki | | 2 | eaved Sol - Sea
Checkerberry Clintonia

Eri ophorum vagi nat um Cor nus Canadensi s
Wat er andr oneda Lycopod annoti num
Labrador tea Diervilla

Vi bur num ( nudunt)

General ly Lower than the above, on the

al
rest of the bare rocky part with st of the above
Ri bes prostratum { exeept——her+y} 312

Pol ypodum vul gari s
Amel anchi er Canadensi s var ol igocarpon (?)
Red cherry

Popul us tremuliforms

Salix ap Discolor--perhaps also hunmlis--certainly rostrata

Meadow sweet
Canoe birch
Yel | ow birch
Lycopodi um cl avat um
Amel anchi er obl ongifolia
Alittle red-elder
Hem ock
white pine
May fl ower
Chi ogenes
%Baw t he raspberry in '52 & 60%
Did not exami ne particularly the |arger
growm h of the swanp--but think it was chiefly
spruce--white & yel birch--nt ash &c--

The vac. Pennsyl vanicum & the Abies nigra--are

anmong the nost prevailing conspi cuous plants

812 There are indeci pherabl e words between "except" and "berry."
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We first descended sonewhat toward
the north this forenoon--then turned
next over a ridge by which some ascend
fromthe north-- There are several |arge
ponds not far fromthe nt on the
north--, & 1| thought there was | ess
forest to be seen on this side than on the
S. W crossed one or 2 now dry water
cour ses--where, however, judging fromthe
col l ections of rubbish or drift, nuch water
nmust have flown at some other season--
Jackson in his map in the Report on
t he Geol ogy of Mass. calls this nt "mica
slate & porphyritic granite" & that the rocks
on the summit are "a hard variety of gneiss
filled with small crystals of garnets.™
We observed that the rocks were renarkably
al nost pol i shed
snmoot hed * & rounded--& al so scratched- -
the scratches seem from about NNWto SSE
The sides of the rocks often straight up right
N &S

wal I s several rods long » & 5 to 10 feet high

with a very snooth rounded edge--

There were many of these long straight rounded

wal I s of rock esp. on the NW& W-sone

smal l er or | ower ones were so rounded & snooth

fallen

as to resenble at a little distance long trunks

of trees-- The rocks were indeed singulary
worn on a great scale--often a vertica
cross section would show sonme such profile as

this {drawing} as if they had been grooved
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with a tool of a correspondi ng edge. There
were occasionally conspi cuous nmasses & al so
veins of white quartz--& very conmon were
bright purple or wine colored garnets inbedded
in the rock looking like berries in a pudding.
In nmany parts--as on the S. E. plateau

esp. the rocks were regularly stratified--

& split into regular horizontal slabs about

9about a foot in thickness--projecting one beyond
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31
32

anot her--1i ke steps
The little bogs or npsses sometinmes only a rod
in dianmeter are a singular feature--ordinarily
the cladonia & other lichens are crackling under
your feet--when suddenly you step into a mniature
filling the space X
bog » between two rocks--& you are at a | oss
to tell where the noisture cones from-
The amount of it seems to be that some
spongy npbss is enabled to grow there &
retain some of the the cloud which rest on it.
Moi sture & aridity are singularly near neighbors
to each other up there-- The surface is made up
of masses of rock nore or |ess snmoothed & rounded
little bet ween
--or else jagged & the “enty soil ~ is a coarse
gravelly kind the ruins of the rocks--& the decayed
vegetation that has grown there-- You step
unexpectedly from Arabi a petraea where
the dry lichens crackle under your feet--
say di smal swanp

into a mniature bog "--where you suddenly

sink a foot in wet npbss--& the next
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step carries you into Arabia petraea again--
In nore extensive swanps | slunped through noss
to water sonetinmes--though the bottom was of rock
while a fire would rapidly spread in the arid |Iichens around.

Per haps the npbsses grow in the wettest season
chiefly & so are enabled to retain some noisture
through the driest-- Plants of the bogs &
of the rocks grow close to each other. You
are surprised to see a great nmany plants of bogs
growi ng close to the nost barren & driest spots
where only cladoni as cover the rocks. Oten
your first notice of a bog in the m dst of
the arid waste--where the |ichens crackle under
your feet is your (slumbring) a foot into wet noss

Met hi nks there cannot be so nuch
evaporati on going on up there--(wtness
the water in the clintonia | eaves as in

sandy

the solidago by the  sea-shore--) & this rather
(which is owing to the cool ness)--rather than
t he preval ence of mst--may account for
the presence of this nmoisture form ng bogs.

In a shall ow rain water pool or
rock cistern about 3 rods long x 1 or 1 1/2 wide

on the west side
several hundred feet below the sunmit-- |
but still on the bare rocky top and on the steepest side of the summit--
saw toad spawn (black with white bellies) also
sone very large spawn, new to ne. There were
4 or 5 masses of it each 3 or 4 inches in dianeter--
peculiar |ight

& of a » misty bluish white as it lay in the water near
the surface--attached to some weed or stick as usual
Each nass consisted of but few | arge ova

nore than a quarter of an inch in dianmeter

in which were pale brown tad pol es just
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flattened out-- The outside of the mass when
taken up was found to consist of |arge spheri-
cal or rounded gel ati nous projections
3/4 of an inch wide & blue in the light &
air while the ova within were greenish--
This rain water pool was generally |ess
than a foot deep--with scarcely a weed
in it--but considerable nud concealing
its rocky bottom - The spawn was unusually
clean & clear-- | suspect it to be that of

%rob. R fontinalis v Aug. 60%
bull frogs--though not a frog was to be seen
-- They were probably |urking beneath the rocks
in the water at that hour-- This poo
was bounded on one or 2 sides by those
rounded walls of rock 5 or 6 feet high.
My conpani on had said that he heard a bul
frog the evening before. Is it likely that these
toads & frogs ever hopped up there? The hyl odes
peeped regul arly toward ni ght each day in a
simlar pool much nearer the sunmit. Agassiz
nm ght say that they originated on the top--
perhaps they fell fromthe clouds in the
form of spawn or tadpol es--or young frogs.
| think it nore likely that they fell down than
that they hopped up. Yet how can they escape
the frosts of winter? The nud is hardly deep enough
to protect them

Havi ng reached the nei ghborhood of our canp

agai n--& explored the wooded portion | ower down

along the path up the m-- W set out NE

11
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al ong the east side of the m-- The SE
part of the mt top is an expanded
broad rocky al nost pl at eau--consi sting
of large flat rocks with small bogs
& rain water pools & easy ascents to dif
ferent |evels. The black spruce tree
which is scattered here & there over it--
the prevailing tree or shrub of the nt top--
evidently has many difficulties to contend with.
It is generally of a yellow sh green--its foliage.
The npst exposed trees are very stout & spreading
close to the rock--often nuch wi der
close to the rock than they are high--&
these |ower alnost their only |inbs conpletely
filling & covering openi ngs between the rocks.

| saw one which {p} grew out of a narrow
crack in the rock--which was 3 feet high
5 inches in dianeter at the ground & 6 feet
wi de on the rock-- It was shaped like a
bodkin (the main stem) The spruce conmonly
grows in clefts of the rocks--has many | arge
linbs & |l onger than the tree is high perhaps

& flat
spreading close » over the rock in every direction--
sometimes 8 or 10 within a foot of the rock--
or mdway for 3 or 6 feet

Then hi gher up the stem” though perfectly
perpendicular is quite bare on the N side
& commonly smooth showi ng no trace of a
linb--no stubs--but the Iinbs at this height

all ray out southward--& the top is

crowmed with a tuft of tender tw gs--
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This proves the violence of the stornms which they have

to contend with-- Its branches love to run al ong
flat on the rocks, filling the openings between
the rocks. It forns dense coverts & forns ap. for

the rabbits &. A single spruce tree of this habit

woul d sonetines nake a pretty good shelter while the rocks

on each side were your walls

As | wal ked over this plateau | first observed

| ooking toward the sunmit, that the steep

angul ar projections of the sunmmt & el sewhere

& the brows of the rocks

were the parts chiefly covered with dark brown

lichens unmbilicaria & {drawing} as if they were to

grow on the ridge & slope of a man's nose

only-- It was the steepest & npbst exposed

parts of the high rocks {al one}3® on which

t hey grew -where you would think it nost

difficult for themto cling. They al so covered

the nore rounded brows on the sides of the nt

esp. the east side--where they mgfgyA dense--fine

crisp & firmlike a sort of {shagreen} giving a
or hold to the feet

firmfooting®* ~ where it was needed. It was these

that gave that Ararat brown col or of

antiquity to these portions of the m which

a few niles distant could not be accounted for

conpared with the gra nore preval ent gray--

Fromt he sky blue--you pass through the

m sty gray of the rocks, to this darker &

nore terrene color-- The tenples of the nt

are covered with lichens which color the nt

for mles.

313 above?
314 1t looks like "ing" was witten over "ed."
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The W side descends steeply fromthe sunmt

but there is a broad--al nnst plateau

on the SE & E not nuch

beneat h the

summit--with a precipitous term nation on

the east--& the rounded brows of the | ast

are covered with the above3® naned |ichens--

A span of nmoderate length runs off northerly

but

anot her ™ | ower &tonger—s s westerly--another

much longer a little higher than the | ast

sout herl y--& one {mueh}

| onger & hi gher

than these 1 or 2 miles long--north easterly.

As you creep down over those eastern brows

to l ook off the precipice these {rough} & rigid
formng arigid crust as it were baked--done brown--in the sun of centuries
l'ichens ~ afford a desirable hand & foot-

hol d. They seenmed to ne wild robins that

pl aced their nests in the spruce up there--
Wn Enerson says they do not breed on Staten I.

| noticed one nest.
a hardy bird & one at

They do breed at
home on this cool nt top.

We boiled sone rice for our dinner close

by the edge of a rain water pool & bog on the

pl ateau SE fromthe summt. Though there

was so little vegetation, our fire spread

rapi dly through the dry cladonia |ichens

on the rocks--& the wind being pretty high

threatened to give us trouble--but we put

such a nmoss for the sake of water

it out with a spruce bough dipped in

{ abeut}

& wet the ground with it. You cook beside
the pool. ~ | thought that if it had spread

further it nust soon have conme to a bog--
Though you could hardly tell what was npist & what dry till

Not hi ng coul d be drier than the cladonia
- - &Rothinrg—rere—Ssaturated—{seot:+ whi ch was

often adjacent to a nass of npss saturated

w th noisture.

These rai n water

pools or cisterns are a renarkable

feature-- There is a scarcity of bubbling springs

315 pl ot ch after

"above"

| east at Hudson's Bay-- They are certainly

the fire cane to it.
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but this water was conmonly cool enough in
t hat at nosphere & warm as the day was-- | do
not know why they were not warmer for they were
shal l ow & the nights were not cold. Can
t here be sone conceal ed snow or ice about? Hardly.
They are quite shallow, but sonetines
4 or 5 rods over--& with considerable nud at
the bottom-at first decayed lichens & disin-
tegrated rock. Ap. these were the origin of

Eri ophorum vagi nat um
t he bogs--{&ferwed} " noss & a few other boggy plants
springing up in them & gradually filling them

--yet though sonetinmes filled with sedge (?) {or}

fine dwar fi sh in the npss

grass & generally the ™ eriophorum vagi natum -"
they were singularly barren--& unless they were
fairly converted into swanps--contained very
little variety.
You never have to go far to find water of sone
kind-- On the top perhaps of a square half
acre of al nbst bare rock--(as in what we
cal l ed our wash-room by our canp) you find a
di sintegrated bog--{new} wet across alternating with
dry cl adoni a--(sign & enbl em of dryness
i n our neighborhood)--& water stands in little
hol es--or if you | ook under the edge of
a boul der there you find standi ng water yet
cool to drink.
After dinner we kept on NE over a high
{far} ridge E of the summit whence was a

good view of that part of Dublin & Jaffrey
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i medi ately under the nt. There

is afine large | ake extending N & S

ap in Dublin which it would be worth

the while to sai

of this |

rain poo

on When on the summt

heard the ring of toads froma

alittle lower & N Easterly--

It carried ne back nearly a nmonth into

spring--(though they are stil

ringing & copu-

l[ating in Concord.)--it sounded so spring-like in

t hat cl ear

fresh air-- Descend in to that

pool we found toads copul ating at the

bottom of the water. In one or 2 places

on this side of the nt, which as | have

said termnated in an abrupt precipice--I

saw bogs or

meadows 4 or 6 rods w de

or nore but with only grass & nobss &

Eri ophorum wi t hout

bushes in them-cl ose

to the edge of the nt or precipice--

where if you stand between the nmeadow

& the

summit | ooking E®® there woul d appear

to be a notch in the rimof the cup or
al nost runni ng over
saucer on the E--& the neadow ready to

spi |

over & run down the nt on that side.

{drawi ng}3 but when when you stood on

this notched edge the descent

was seen to be much | ess precipi-

spongey

tous than you had expected-- Such ~nt

bogs however--are evidently the sources of

--Lakes of the clouds--when they are clea{n}3® water--

316 dot

after "E"

m ght just be a stray mark

317 drawi ng goes down 3 |ines

318 n e

coul d be

r

rivers.
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Between this & the NE spur or ridge

was the | argest swanp or bog that

| saw -consisting perhaps of {an—} between 1 &
2 acres--as | renenber--ther+ it was a grassy &

nossy bog mﬁthoL?r%ebushes--in whi ch you sank

a foot--with a great many fallen

trees in it--showi ng their bl eached upper side

here & there--but al nost conpletely buried

in the nbss. This nust once have been a dense

The trees buried in the noss were nuch |arger than any now standing at this height

swanp full of pretty large trees ~-- The outlet
of this if it had any nust have been N. westerly.
This was a wild place enough.
Havi ng ascended the hi ghest part of the
Eastern ridge--N of this bog--we returned
to the sunmit (1st to the ridge of the plateau &
west on it to the summt crossing a ravine between)
| noticed in many places upon the m
{base} sandy or gravelly spaces froma few feet
to arod in diameter where the thin sward &
| oam appeared to have been recently renoved or
swept away. | was inclined to call them scars
--& thought of very violent winds & tenpests
of rain as the cause perhaps--but do not
know how to account for them
We had thus nmade a pretty conplete
survey of the top of the nt. It is a very
uni que wal k--& woul d be al nost equal ly
interesting to take though it were not

el evat ed above the surroundi ng vall eys--
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It often rem nded me of ny wal ks on
t he beach--& suggested how nuch both

depend for their sublimty on solitude &

dreariness. In both cases we feel the presence

of some vast Titanic power-- The rocks
& rain pools

and vall eys & bogs » of the nt are so

wild & unfamiliar still--that you do

not recogni ze the one you left 15

m nutes before-- This rocky region

form ng what you nay call the top

of the nt nmust be nore than 2 niles

long by 1 wide in the mddle--& you

woul d need to ranble about it it

many tinmes before it would begin to be

fam liar. There may be 20 little swanps

so nuch alike in the main that woul d

not know whet her you had seen a

are trackl ess &
particul ar one before--& the rocks do

N
not present the sane point. So that
it has the effect of the ef nost intricate

labyrinth & artificially extended wal k.

This mt is said in the gazetteer to extend NE SW

5 nmles x 3 wide & the streans on the east to enpty into

Merri mack

t he Contoocook & €enneetiett--on the west into the
Ashuel ot & Connecticut.®® is 3718 ft high--32°& judgi ng
fromits account the top was wooded 50 years ago.

We proceeded to get our tea on the sum

mt--in the very place where | had made
ny bed for a night sone 15 years before.

There were a great nmany insects of various

319 pl ot ch
320 fal se start crossed out before "&"
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ki nds on the top nost rocks at this hour--&
among them |l noticed a yellow butterfly & severa
| arge browni sh ones fluttering over the apex.

It was interesting to watch fromthat hei ght
t he shadows of fair weather clouds passing over
t he | andscape-- you could hrdly distinguish them
fromforests. It rem nded nme of the sha sim-
| ar shadows seen on the sea fromthe hi gh bank
of Cape Cod Beach. There the perfect equality of
the sea atoned for the conparatively slight ele-
vation of the bank-- W do not comonly
realize how constant & amusi ng a phenonenon
this is in a summer day to one standing on
a sufficiently elevated point. In the valley
or on the plain you do not commonly notice
t he shadow of a cloud unless you are in it
but on a mt top--or on a |lower elevation
in a plane country or by the sea side--the
shadows of clouds flitting over the |andscape
are a never failing source of amusenent--

It is conmonly easy to refer a shadow to its cloud--
since in one direction its formis preserved with
sufficient accuracy-- Yet | was surprised to observe
that a | ong straggling downy cunul us extending
N &S a few mles east of us--where the sun was
per haps an hour high cast its shadow al ong
t he base of the Peterboro hills--& did not
fall on the other side as | should have expected.

It proved the clouds not so high as | sup-
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posed. It suggested how with tol erable
accuracy you might easily calcul ate
t he height of a cloud--with a quadrant
& a good nap of the country-- E. G Qbserve
at what distance the shadow of a cl oud
directly over head strikes the earth--& then
take the altitude of the sun--& you
may presunme that you have the base & angles
of a right angled triangle--fromwhich the
rest nmay be cal cul ated--or you nay all ow
for the angle of elevation of the mt as
seen fromthe place where the shadow falls.
Al so you might determne the breadth
of a cloud by observing the breadth of the
shadow at a given distance. &c &c-- Many
such cal cul ations woul d be easy in such
a locality. It was pleasant enough to see
one mans farmin the shadow of a cloud which
per haps he thought covered all the northern states--
whi ch his neighbor's farmwas in sunshine. It
was still too hazy to allow of our seeing the
shadow of the nt-- So we descended a little
bef ore the sun set--but already the hyl odes
had been peeping for sone tine.
Agai n the wood-thrush chew nk &c sang
at eve. | had also heard the song sparrow.

As the sky was nore cloudy this evening
we | ooked out a shelving rock near our
canp where we mght take shelter fromthe

rain in the night if necessary--i.e. if our roof
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did not prove tight enough. There were
plenty of clefts & small caverns where you

The nosquitoes troubled us a little
mght lie warm & dry-- this night. 3!

Lying up there at this season when the

ni ght hawk i s nost mnusical --remn nded
me of what | had noticed before that this
bird is crepuscular in it habits. It was heard
efrty by night only up to 9 or 10 o' cl ock--&
again just before dawn--& marked those
peri ods or seasons like a clock-- Its note very
conveniently indicated the time of night. It was suffi-
cient to hear the night hawk boom ng when you
awoke +a—the to know how t he ni ght got on, though
you had no other evidence of the hour--

| did not hear the sound of any beast--
There are no | onger any wolves to how or pan-
thers to scream One man told ne that many
foxes took refuge fromdogs & sportsnmen on this
nt.

The plants of cold northern bogs grow on this
nt top--& even they have a boreal habit here
nore dwarfish than such of themas grow in our
swanps- -

The nore nenorable & peculiar plants of the
nt top--{perhaps} were the nt cranberry
& the Potentilla tridentatata--the dwarfish spruce--
arenaria groenl andi ca (not now conspi cuous)
The ribes prostratumor foetid currant was very
abundant fromquite near the sunmit to near the base

& its currant acid fragrance was quite agreeabl e

to me--partly perhaps fromits relation to the currant of the gardens

821 "this night" actually begi ns above the dash in M
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NB

You al so notice many small weed-1ike
nt ashes--6 or 8 inches high--which on trying
to pull up you find to be very firmy rooted--having
an old & large root out of proportion to
their top-- | mght also nane in this
not only the blueberry but but?3??

connexi on ~ the very comron dwarfish Eri ophorum

vagi natum & the Lycopodi um annoti hum

al so the Anel anchi er var. oligocarpas.

| was not prepared to find vegetation so
nuch |l ater there than below as with us, since
I once found bl ueberries ripe on Wachusett unex-
pectedly early-- However it was a pleasing | ateness--

and gives one a chance to review sone of his
On the rocky part,--The only plants, as | noticed, which were or had been in bl oom -
Il essons in natural history. were the salix now generally done--Ribes prostratumin prine
Eri ophorum vagi nat um vac. pennsyl vani cum j ust begun-- Anel anchi er oligocarpan a
little not | ong--water androneda
do, do, (& prob (?) the populus, birches (?) nay-flower & spruce ?)
Friday June 4th

at {8} 6 Am we began to descend-- Near the

upper edge of the wood, | heard as | had done

in ascending a very peculiar lively & interesting

strain fromsone bird--(which note was new to

ne) at the sane tine | caught sight

of a bird with a very conspi cuous deep orange

throat--& otherwi se dark with some streaks

al ong the head-- This may have been the Bl ack- burn-

nian warbler, if it was not too large for that--&
or continued

may have been the singer. W descended " al ong

the base of the mt sout hward taking the

road to the state line station & W nchendon

t hrough the west part of Ridge.

It is remarkabl e how as you are leaving a

nt & looking back at it fromtine to tine

it gradually gathers up its slopes & spurs

toitself--into a regular whole & makes a new & tota

i mpr essi on.
V. also ac. of ascent in Sep. 523%3

%22this interlined word appears without a carat between “common” and “dwarfish”
* Note appears written horizontally in the left margin from lines 40-26.
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{Are} the 2 conspicuous stam nate willows {up} kind of Colliers

one kind the { }

{v} {there} { } 2 species of salix (petiolaris like) with {loose} catkins

has {

}-- two other { }

{ } one {serrate} the other entire or nearly so--
: : . I
{cf} {fruit} of the N. Barrett {cherry}--

v genista--& Lepidium-yel-{throat} {west} toward Assabet bath

v. {leech} (?) spawn [ Apri

3 entry]

{ p {of} { } { } {spruce}

King birds above {stone} bridge--& in apple near Cyrus Hosmer's {diggi ng} {&c}

Get snap turtle in {rock}

| edum prob. - -

Look at Sedges about June 8th 59 marking {sone} earlier

{get} wood thrush nest of June 19th in maple sapling op {oupturned} {oak}

10 rods {S.} of opening--also veery nest by path to rock

I's {new} A nacrophyllus fragrant?3

824 This list, witten on the paste-down end paper

and May 2 entries of 1858;

however ,

NB the reference to 1859 in line 12

likely cross-references the May 1

329



	November, 1857
	Nov 25 (cont)
	Nov 26
	Nov 27
	Nov 28
	Nov 29
	Nov 30

	December, 1857
	Dec 1
	Dec 2
	Dec 3
	Dec 4
	Dec 5
	Dec 6
	Dec 7
	Dec 8
	Dec 13
	Dec 15
	Dec 16
	Dec 20
	Dec 21
	Dec 25
	Dec 26
	Dec 27
	Dec 31

	January, 1858
	Jan 1
	Jan 3
	Jan 4
	Jan 5
	Jan 6
	Jan 7
	Jan 8
	Jan 9
	Jan 10
	Jan 11
	Jan 13
	Jan 14
	Jan 15
	Jan 17
	Jan 18
	Jan 19
	Jan 23
	Jan 24
	Jan 25
	Jan 26
	Jan 27
	Jan 28
	Jan 29
	Jan 30
	Jan 31

	February, 1858
	Feb 1
	Feb 2
	Feb 3
	Feb 4
	Feb 5
	Feb 7
	Feb 8
	Feb 9
	Feb 10
	Feb 11
	Feb 12
	Feb 13
	Feb 14
	Feb 15
	Feb 18
	Feb 19
	Feb 20
	Feb 24
	Feb 25
	Feb 27
	Feb 28

	March, 1858
	Mar 1
	Mar 2
	Mar 4
	Mar 5
	Mar 6
	Mar 7
	Mar 8
	Mar 9
	Mar 14
	Mar 16
	Mar 17
	Mar 18
	Mar 19
	Mar 20
	Mar 21
	Mar 22
	Mar 23
	Mar 24
	Mar 25
	Mar 27
	Mar 28
	Mar 29
	Mar 30
	Mar 31

	April, 1858
	Apr 1
	Apr 2
	Apr 3
	Apr 4
	Apr 5
	Apr 6
	Apr 7
	Apr 8
	Apr 9
	Apr 11
	Apr 12
	Apr 13
	Apr 14
	Apr 15
	Apr 16
	Apr 17
	Apr 18
	Apr 19
	Apr 20
	Apr 21
	Apr 22
	Apr 23
	Apr 24
	Apr 25
	Apr 26
	Apr 27
	Apr 28
	Apr 29
	Apr 30

	May, 1858
	May 1
	May 2
	May 3
	May 4
	May 5
	May 6
	May 7
	May 8
	May 9
	May 10
	May 11
	May 12
	May 13
	May 14
	May 15
	May 16
	May 17
	May 18
	May 19
	May 20
	May 21
	May 22
	May 23
	May 24
	May 25
	May 26
	May 27
	May 28
	May 29
	May 30
	May 31

	June, 1858
	Jun 2
	Jun 3
	Jun 4


